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BANGLADESH MINISTER REPORTS ON ECONOMIC TALKS WITH NEPAL 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 11 Apr 80 p 1 


[Text] Commerce Minister Saifur Rahman returned in Dacca on Thursday from 
Kathmandu satisfied with his fruitful discussions on wide ranging issues 
of bilateral interest during the second session of Bangladesh-Nepal Joint 
Economic Commission, reports BSS. 


Talking to reporters at the airport on iis arrival, he said the six-member 
Bangladesh delegation which had attended the three-day session, held two 
plenary meetings. In addition three working groups also met to submit 
reports on matters of cooperation. 


The working groups submitted reports on trade, transit, payment arrangement 
and technical cooperation water resources development and tourism and air 
services. The commission reached full understanding on all issues. Agreec 
minutes were signed according to a joint Press release issued on Thursday 
from both the capitals. 


To explore the possibilities of joint ventures both sides during the meeting 
have been able to identify four fields which included jute sector, cement 
production, paper and pulp industry and pharmaceutical industry for coopera- 
tion the Minister said. He said Nepal had agreed to give Bangladesh preten- 
tial tariff treatment, similar to those she offers to other neighbouring 
countries for boosting trade. 


Mr Saifur Rahman said during deliberations at the session, decision was 
taken to constitute Bangladesh-Nepal Joint Chamber of Commerce to which 
Nepalese businessmen showed keen interest. He said Bangladesh also decided 
to organise a single country fair in Nepal to boost trade and cooperation. 
Discussion on long term special trade arrangement at state trading level was 
also held, he said. 


The Commerce Minister said Nepal unequivocally reiterated that as far as 
harnessing of water resource and its use were concerned she was in favour 
of ‘regional approach’ to the issue. He said Nepal had expressed its 
satisfaction over the working of the existing transit trade. 











In the case of air service and touring Mr Rahman said Nepal had agreed to 
give Bangladesh flag carrier as many frequencies of flight as necessary 
and help her (Bangladesh) in matters or organising tours. 


On the question of technical cooperation, the Nepalese side showed great 
interest in sending greater nueber of students to Bangladesh to study in 


Ene ineering Aericulture and Fore ery Mr Rahman said at present 25 seats 
are offered to Nepalese students to etudy in different educational insti- 
tutions of which 10 are scholarships. 


Mr Saifur Rahman during his stay in Kathmandu called on the Nepalese 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister and had an audience with the King. 


The commission decided to hold its next meeting in early next year in Dacca. 


CSO: 422 

















INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


(NDIA-BANGLADESH WATER PACT CHANGE CONTEMPLATED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 6 Apr 80 pp 1, 12 


(Text) Calcutta, April 5. The Union Energy and Irrigacion Minister 

vr A.B.A. Ghani Khan Choudhury has shared the West Bengal government's 
anxiety over the shrinkage of navigability of the Ganga under the 1977 
indo-Bangladesh agreement on distribution of Farakka waters, reports PTI. 


uring a prolonged meeting with the State's Irrigation Minister 
“r Provash Roy, the Union Minister agreed in principle to place the 
demand of the West Bengal government to delete the Section two of Article 
two of the agreement scheduled to be reviewed in November next by the 

two countries. 


irieting newsmen on the meeting, Mr Roy said that the Union Irrigation 
“‘inister had told him that if the scrapping >of the Article, under which 
fang ladesh was to get 80 per cent of the Farakka waters during the lean 
season, was not possible at the review meeting. He would raise the issue 
firmly at the time of renewal or otherwise of the agreement in 1982, 

the year of its expiry. 


“Mr Roy said it was impressed on the Union Minister that West Bengal must 
get 40,000 cuseca of water from Farakka to save Calcutta and Haldia ports 
from ‘death.' 


Mr Rov said during the meeting elaborated discussions were held on desilting 
the Ganga from Farakka down to the sea coast and the checking of Ganga 
erosion around Jangipur, Dhulian and Aurangababd in Murshidabad district. 


The heavy silting of the Ganga all along its flow from Farakka to the sea 
coast, particularly in the down stream, Mr Roy said, was the result of 
less availability of the Farakka waters to West Bengal under the Indo- 
Bangladesh agreement. 


Mr Roy said the Union Irrigation Minister had agreed to set up two expert 
committees with representatives of the central and the state goverments 
and the Calcutta Port Trust to go into the silting problem of the Ganga-- 
endangering the Calcutta and Haldia ports. 


3 











Un probleme of checking erosion of the Ganga, it was decided to set up 
ahother seven-member committee with representation from both the central 
and the etate governments. But in the meantime, the centre would take 
up @ scheme of anti~erosion along an 11 km etretch from Parakka to Tort 


and the etate government in two other places, each covering over 30 ke 
etretch, Mr Roy added, 


Regarding sea erosicn, the State government had submitted a Re 54-crore 
scheme to the centre to check erosion at the sea resorts of Digha, 
Heakhalil and the Sagar islands. 


Mr Khan Choudhury, according to Mr Roy, had asked the State Government to 
submit a epecific echeme on Digha erosion for the centre's consideration. 


C80: 4220 








INTER“ASLAN APPALRS 


NEPAL TRADE TEAM TO PRC «-Kathmundu, May 7--A trade delegation from 
Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry left here today 

for a three-week visit to the People's Republic of Ghina, reporte ASS. 

The delegation headed by federation president Indra Bhakata Shrestha 

includes vice-president Hulas Chandra Golchha, general secretary Madhav 

Mani Bhandari and executive members Krishna Bandhu Piya, Laxmi Das Manandher, 
Ganesh Bhakta Saakha, Sundar Bahadur Gorkhali, Banawari Lal Mittal, Gulab 
Roy Khetan and Agni Raj Shrestha, [Excerpt] (Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL 

in English 8 May 80 p 1) 


THAL ENVOY TO NEPAL LEAVES--Kathmandu, May 9--Ambassador of Thailand to 
Nepal Suchadi Chuthasmit returned home today after completing his assign- 
ment in Nepal, reports RSS. He was seen off at the Tribhuvan international 
airport by joint military secretary to His Majesty the King and the Chief 
of Protocol, (text) (Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 10 May 80 p 1) 


BURMA'S AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN--Rangoon, 10 May--The President of the Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma has appointed U Saw Tun, Ambassador Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Socialist Republic of the Union of 

Burm to the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and et of the Socialist Republic of the Union 

of Burma to Japan.--WAB (Text) [Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in 
English 10 May 80 p 1) 
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Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 9 May 80 p 7 
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SAS Regiment Described 


PAPERS DISCUSS ROLE OF COUNTER-TERRORIST UNIT 
Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN in English 10-11 May 80, Supp., p 1 
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BANGLADESH 


PARTY CHIEF CALLS FO. ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Apr 80 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Moulana Abdur Rahim, MP, chief of Islamic Democratic League (IDL) on 
Saturday called for unity of the Islamic parties and forces to establish 
Islamic Republic of Bangladesh. He said that the Islamic revolution of 
Ayatoullah Ruhollah Khomeini in Iran had set an example and inspired the 
Muslims to establish Islamic state on the basis of the Quran and Sunna. 


Inaugurating his party's two-day third nation council session at a local 
hotel, the IDL chief said that the main problem in the country today was 
the political problem. Both the political and economic problems in the 
country could be solved only through Islamic revolution and by practicing 
Islamic way of life, he said. Communism or socialism cannot solve the 
existing problems and, he added, we should shun all foreignisms. 


The IDL chief expressed his firm conviction that the [word indistinct] 

of the country would be meaningless unless Islamic Republic is established. 
Secularism and capitalistic system, he said, would jeopardise the national 
and independence and sovereignty. Without Islamic Republic, he added, 
Bangladesh would go under the "fold" of the “big neighbour India.” 


Moulana Abdur Rahim criticised the Government for its failure in arresting 
the ever increasing price-rise of essential commodities. He said that the 
existing mixed economy was the main cause for the price-rise and sufferings 
of the common people. He demanded immediate introduction of Islamic 
economic system. 


The IDL chief alleged that the people were denied of political rights under 
the present Government. Under the present system he said the President 
was running the state affairs in «a ‘dictatorial manner. ' 


Elaborating the policies of his party, Moulana Abdur Rahim said that IDL 
aimed at imbibing the Muslims with the ideals of Islam and uniting all 
Islamic parties for establishing Islamic Republic in the country. "We are 
for such a state where Islam, its system and the Almighty shall prevail,” 
he said. 


ll 














The inaugura’ session was also addressed by advocate Saad Ahmed, Senior 
Vice-Chairman of IDL Mr Jamir Ali, joint Secretary of Muslim League 
(Sabur) Major (Rtd) Afsaruddin of National Democratic Party, Professor 
Yusuf Ali, Joint Secretary of Jamaat-e-Islami and Mr Shamaul Huda, 
President of Bangladesh Gano Muslim League. 


In his speech Mr. Jamir Ali advocated for the revival of Muslim League-IDL 
unity which was forged during the parliamentary election. He stressed 

the need for unity of all Islamic parties. “We are against any alliance 
with Left or socialist parties and we believe Islam never compromises with 
socialism or communism," he added, He condemned the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan. 


Major (Rtd) Afsaruddin said that his party wanted to restore peace in the 
country through Islamic way of life. He called for ‘Jehad" and urged the 


Muslims to join the "Mujaheed" force to fight the Russians in Afghanistan 
and to free Palestine. 


Professor Yusuf Ali said that his party, Jamaat-e-Islami would work for 
the unity of all Islamic parties to establish Islamic Republic in the 
country. He said that the division among the Islamic parties would weaken 
the Islamic revolution for establishing Islamic State. 


The Gano Muslim League Chief, Mr. Shamsul Huda, demanded parliamentary 
democracy for the country. Under the present presidential system, he 
said the government was behaving in a fascist way. 


After inaugural session a procession was brought out in protest against 
the price-rise of essential commodities. Moulana Abdur Rahim led the 
procession riding on a rickshaw. The processionists raised slogans "All 
Muslims round the world unite” and "We want Islamic Revolution." 


CSO: 4220 








BANGLADESH 


LEADER ANNOUNCES FOUNDING OF NEW POLITICAL PARTY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Apr 80 p 8 


[Text] Mr Shafiul Alam Pradhan, a former student leader of a faction 
of Chhatra League, on Sunday formally floated ‘Jatiya Ganotantrik Party’ 
a new political organisation. 


Announcing the formation of his party at a Press conference at a local 
restaurant Mr Pradhan described it as a ‘progressive, nationalistic demo- 
cratic’ political party. 


In a written statement Mr Pradhan outlined the basic principles of his 
party, defend national independence, attain unfettered democracy and 
bring about economic emancipation of the people. He identified the prob- 
lems of the peasants as the national problem and said that it would form 
cooperatives of poor peasants centred on all ‘khas lands.’ He also advo- 
cated denationalisation minus the heavy and basic industries and banning 
of luxury items. 


On political issues he said that JGP was opposed to both ‘BKSAL and BNP.' 
On nine-party alliance he said that it was ‘led by Awami League (Malek) 
who believes in BKSAL concept which was a philosophy of national subser- 
vience, exploitation and foreign domination. ' 


He gave his opinion on CPB and said that it was mainly directed by Moscow. 
They have shortcomings on national issues. 


Earlier, Mr Pradhan announced the formation of a 25-member convening 


committee of JJGP with himself as Convenor and Mr Anisur Rahman Anis and 
Dr A.K.A. Aziz as Joint Conveners. 


CSO: 4220 
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PARLIAMENT UNANIMOUSLY PASSES OMBUDSMAN BILL 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 Apr 80 pp 1, 8 


office of the Ombudsman was 
beine created to guarantee the 
mahts of the people against all 
soris of admnit‘ratve et 
croachinent. The Ombucsman. 
he said. would function as the 
watch doa of democracy. Rul. 
ine out the doubts of the Op 
position Members abo.t the 
misuse of the office of the Om 
“udsman bv the Government he 
said that there would be no 
“witchhuntine” Whoever wiil 
become the Orc bud«man 

eniov the confidence of in. 
— the Opposition, he as 


sured. 
The Prime Minister said ¢ 
the Ombudcsman Bill was 


to free the country 
corruvtion. He said 
the Ombudsman would io 
gate into the corruption 
mususe of power by the 





man and his Cabinct Ministers 
and the members of his party 
m the Parliament gave state 
ment of 3 respective assets . 


fo: public information But, he 
Criiicised: the Opposition tea. 
Gers and Members in the Par 
Hament did not give statement 
of the’'r assets as a part of 


their accountability to the peo 
pie. 


The Prime Minister said that 
the Awami Leaguc Government 
practiced politics of slogans 
and brought no development 
te the country. In this regard 
7 mentioned about the success 


—— Whos 


. ea er and 
rness t natura toy 

fer the overall devclopinent 

the country: _ > 
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LAWYERS CONFERENCE ASKS FOR INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 Apr 80 p 3 


[Text] ~~ Bansladesh hg 
2 adoed a aumoer ‘ot 
imotutions w inci am. | 


ties Ww ensure separ:tion of 
ial organ trom the execu. 
ve Organ of the State says a 
release, reports B33. 
Ti meeine urved thi ne 
Witte Cook ‘te tenet ‘os 
Court be moved on 
depuidu0n — with 
other assisgoments during 
na of office of a jude. 
advocatcs urged for sett- 
ee up branch reeistries of the 
Hich Court 








Lows be given the right 
of appeal aginst such order of 
goaviet on before th High 

ourt Division ot the Supreme 


The mecting urged the autho- 
ritics not tu create or constitute 
anv court or tribunal bv or 
under any law which is not 
subordinate to Supreme Court 
tor the safecuerd of jurjsdic- 
tion ol the courts , 
{ The merting ureed that no 
death senience by any court or 
tribunsl shali be executed 
without being confirmed by the 
Hich Court Duision of the 
Supreme Court and thet anv 
such accused should have fur- 
ther right of appeal with the 
Appcliate D.vision of the Sup-, 





Government to take imn 
steps to improve increa.inely 
deteriorating law ond 
situstion in the country. save 
the money from its vertical tall 
of valuc, ameliorate th ccon- 
omic condition of the suffering 
and toiling misses = oi 


repeal of the Village Courts 
Ordinance and Municip.! Con- 
<illation Oruinance 

Bor Counci!t confe ence 
exvressed its disssti<faction 
over the jraucural speech made 
bv the President in the confer- 
ence which reflecs his total 
disregards to the unanimous 
demands for the establishment 
of the rules of law’ in the coun- 
| trv and the independence of the 


‘foci 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESIDENT DECLARES ‘REVOLUTION’ A SUCCESS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 11 Apr 80 p 1 


[Text] Hisna (Kushtia), April 10: Preside.t Ziaur Rahman today declared 
that the first phase of the present countrywide peaceful revolution of canal 
digging and reexcavation programme had been a complete success, reports PSS. 


He also declared that this process of digging canal on self-help basis 
would zontinue in the coming years so that every inch of ‘our cultivable 
fertile land’ were covered with round the year irrigation facilities to 
enable the farmers to have more than two crops a year. 


The President was inaugurating the country's largest canal re-excavation 
project completed on voluntary labour here. The ten-mile long canal was 
completed by the local people five weeks ahead of schedule. 


Congratulating the people for their unique achievement President Zia 
advised them to excavate a three-mile long link canal to connect the Ganges 
with the Hisna to ensure a perrennial source of water supply. The local 
people assured the President of completing the task within this dry 

season. 


President Zia reiterated that the peaceful revolution now being implemented 
with the active cooperation of the people was aimed at making the country 
self-reliant in every sphere of the national life. The revolutionary pro- 
atamme now being undertaken in agriculture sector was designed not only to 
make the country self-sufficient in food but also to transform Bangladesh 
into a food exporting country, he added. 


The President referred to the second phase of the revolution aimed at 
removing illiteracy from the society and called upon the educated people 
to come forward in a big way to make the campaign a total success. 


"All our development initiatives" he emphasised, would be meaningless if 
the nation remained unlettered. 


President Zia also spoke of the third phase of the revolution which would 
be launched shortly. Under this phase, a countrywide coordinated campaign 
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would be launched for making the family planning programme successful. He 
reminded his audience that "our development efforts would be rendered mean- 
ingless if we fail to check the population growth effectively." 


He also stressed the need for developing village cooperatives which he 
maintained was a prerequisite to comprehensive rural development. The 

rural cooperatives, he pointed out could serve as a vital source for pro- 
duction management as well as marketing to ensure fair prices to the growers. 


CSO: 4220 
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PRIME MINISTER SPEAKS AT CLOSING OF PARLLAMENT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Apr 80 pp 1, 8 


[Excerpt] Leader of the House Prime Minister Shah Agizur Rahman charged 
the boycotting parliamentary parties on Friday with violating the sanctity 
of the Constitution by keeping away from the Sangead during ite session. 


in hie valedictory epeech in the House just before the conclusion of the 
current session of the Jatiya Sangead the Prime Minister said that these 
boycotting members who took an oath under the Constitution to discharge 
their duties faithfully had not been performing their obligation to the 
people. in doing this they had only boycotted the people and remained 
isolated from them, he asserted. 


Shah Aziz said that the President held meetings with the boycotting members 
and assured them of fulfilling their demands point by point. Leaders 

of the boycotting parties expressed their satisfaction over the outcome of 
the meeting, he said. 


He further said that but “some one was pulling string from behind the curtain 
and prevented them from acting freely.’ 


Parliament Not a Trade Union 


The leader of the House referred to the 24-point demand of the boycotting 
parliamentary parties and said that these were put in a manner as if ‘we 
were employers and they were the employees. ' 


He said that the boycotting parties were acting like “bargaining agent of a 
trade union.” He told them that a parliament was not a trade union. 


The Prime Ministe~ also ridiculed the leaders of the nine-party alliance 

to justify their stand on boycotting the Parliament at a public meeting 

and eaid “ie it a matter of public meeting.” The leaders of the alliance 
he said never spoke the language of reason. They were talking about parlia- 
mentary system on one hand and establishing one-party BKSAL role on the 
other he pointed out. He wondered how these two could go together. 
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ie aleo accused the opposition of pursuing a double standard in politics, 
They were saying that the Parliament was ineffective and as such boycotting 
it but were aleo epending lakhe of take for winning the bye-election, 


if the Parliament wae ineffective why did Awami League Jatiya Samaitantrik 
Dal and othere participate in the recently held bye-elections at Gopaigan) 
and Chittagong he asked. 


Presidential Syetem 


The leader of the House maintained that even under the presidential system 
of the Government the present Parliament was the most effective forum to 
reflect the hopes and aspirations of the people and vindicate their 
grievances. So far ae legislative matters were concerned the Jatiya 
Sangead enjoyed supreme sovereignty, he said. He pointed out that now 
the President had no power under the Constitution to veto a Bill passed by 
the House. If a bill was sent to the President for the second time for 
hie assent he had no option but to put his signature to it. If the 
President did not put his signature in the Bill in seven daye time it 
would automatically become law the Prime Minister said. 


He further said that the present system of presidential form of Government 
was 4 settled issue, decided in the last presidential election. The people 
gave their verdict in favour of the presidential form of government during 
the elections, he said. 


He totally disagreed with those who argued that Parliament could not be 
sovereign under the presidential form of government. “Are not the 
American Congress or Senate or the National Assembly of France sovereign 
despite presidential system being followed there?" he asked. 


Shah Aziz said that the Opposition in Parliament had a very important role 
to play no matter under what system of Government they worked. He recalled 
his experience as leader of the opposition during the Ayub regime in the then 
Pakistan and said that the Opposition at that time piloted the cause of 

the people vigorously. The Awami League leadership headed by Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman did never ask the Awami League members to resign from the then 
National Assembly. 


Accusing the present Awami League and its allies of indulging in politics 
of destruction in the country the Prime Minister Shah Aziz said that the 
present legitimate government elected by the people could not be brought 
down by any means other than election. 


The Awami-BKSALites and their associates, the Leader of House said had no 
respect for democratic norms and principles. They believed in one-party 

regimented system, muzzling the Press and destruction of the Opposition, 

he said. 
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Shah Agiz thanked the opposition and independent members who attended the 
session for the constructive role they had played. He aleo felicitated 


the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of Sangead. 


The leader of the House mentioned that the House had performed substantia! 
business during ite two months long sitting. Referring to the debate on 
the country's foreign policy held during thie session Shah Asis eaid that 
the House had noted the pragmatic foreign policy pureued by the Government. 
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OLL MINISTER: SOVIETS DELIVER DEFECTIVE EQUIPMENT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 3 Apr 80 p 8 


[Text] The Petroleum and Mineral Resources Minister Lt Col (Retd) Aktar 
Hoseain told the Jatiya Sangead on Wednesday that deviations from the 
specifications were detected in some cares of Soviet drilling equipment 
and chemicals exported to Bangladesh were found in the past. 


However, he said necessary measures were taken in most of the cases when 
the attention of the Soviet authority was drawn by Bangladesh. But he 
said certain cases were yet to be resolved. 


Col. Hossain was replying to a call attention notice by Mr Shafiqul Ghani 
(BNP-Rangpur). 


In hie notice, Mr Shafiqul Ghani quoting Far Eastern ECONOMIC REVIEW of 

March 14 said that the Soviet Union was finalising unfavourable equipment 

sale deale through pressure on Bangladesh. He said in the petroleum sector: 
Soviets are practically dictating terms in the matter of sales of equipment. 
Some Soviet equipment arrived in Bangladesh recently with manufacturing defects, 
but nothing was done although the defects were pointed out to the Soviets. 





When they were reminded that under the Contract Terms they were to make good 
any defects the Soviets told people concerned ‘forget it.’ Mr Ghani said 


that such remarks might harm Bangladesh's foreign trade relations with other 
countries. 


The Petroleum and Mineral Resources Minister told the House that the state- 
ment of Mr Ghani was not fully correct. He said that Bangladesh was getting 
Soviet assistance in ite oil and gas exploration programmes since '60s. He 
said that the assistance included expert service, materials including 
chemicals and drilling equipment under Soviet loan. 


Col Hossain said that it was true that in certain cases deviation from speci- 
fication in chemicals and equipment received from Soviet Union were found. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


COUNTRY'S SECOND OIL REFINERY TO OPEN BY 1984 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Apr 80 p 10 


{Text) The country's second refinery with annual capacity of 20 lakh tons 
of crude ofl] is going to be set up at Khulna by 1984 at an estimated cost 
af Taka 500 crore. The National Economic Council under the chairmanship of 
President Ziauw Rahman has okayed the proposal and asked the Ministry con- 
cerned to take action on priority basis. 


According to reliable sources an international tender was floated by 
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation from the genuine parties having technical 
know how. Date of the submission of tender expired on March 11 1980. As 
many as 20 internationally reputed firms with wide ranging experience in 
oil refining submitted tenders. 


The tender Committee of the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) is exam- 
ining pros and cons of the tenders and decision on it is likely to be taken 
in May next. After the final decision, the bidders will be asked to submit 
their feasibility report including supply of raw materials up to the dis- 
posal of surplus products, on the project within six months from the date 
of the issuance of letter of intent. Tender will also be floated for the 
supply of refining plant and machinery by January or February 1981. 


Meanwhile, the Government is reported to have been negotiating for the 
fund. According to an authentic source, the fund will be provided under 
"he suppliers credit from an Arab country. Planners observe that suppliers 
credit means credit offered by private foreign parties and the interest 
rate is higher than bank rate. They feel that Government is to pay higher 
amount as interest of the credit. Normally the rate of interest on the 
suppliers credit comes to the tune of about 17 percent while the rate of 
interest for project aid to nine percent. 


Bangladesh has an annual requirement of over 16,10,900 tons of petroleum 
products. The lone refinery at Chittagong can refine only 10,70,500 tons 
leaving behind a shortage of 5,40,400 tons. This deficit is being covered 
by importing the similar quantity from different sources. An amount of Tk 
190 crore had to be spent on this count per year. Bangladesh Government had 
entered into an agreement with Singapore Shell O11 to get about six lakh 
tons of crude oil processed and refined there thus saving an amount of 

Tk. 80.07 crore per year. 
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With the commissioning of the second refinery the country will bet a surplus 
product of 14 lakh tones of petroleum products and two and a half lakh tone 
of naptha. [as published) The country can export the entire surplus pro- 
duct and earn a substantial amount of foreign exchange. Naptha can aleo 

he used for producing polyester fibre. The Eastern Refinery is exporting 
about one lakh tons of naptha worth Tk. 65 crore annually, According to a 
latent information the lone refinery earned Tk 31 crore from July 1979 to 
December, 1979 though the target for the period was Tk. 21 crore. 


According to an expert, the entire requirement of the country's fuel con- 
sumption can be met following the commissioning of the second refinery by 
1984. Besides the country's fuel requirement will be increased by about 
25 to 30 percent during thie period. With the supply of gas to Chittagong, 
Comilla Feni and other adjoining areas from Bakrabad gas field, the pres- 
sure of fuel consumption will considerably be reduced. 


it will not be out of question ® mention that Liquified Petroleum Gas 

(LPG) is also a substitute for domestic fuel consumption. The BPC is now 
supplying more than ten thousand cylinders of LPG per month. It has already 
taken measures recently to increase those to 15,000. The Corporation has 
the potential to supply more than 30 thousand cylinders per month if those 
are available. At present the Corporation imports cylinders from abroad. 


One feels that with the constant price hike of oil by the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) can a poor country like ours afford 
to meet the increasing demands of fuel? Industries which are exclusively 
dependent on oil should explore the new sources of energy Bangladesh which 
has abundant reserve of gas should go for gas-based industry to ease pres- 
sure on ofl. This is possible only when Government takes initiative to 
ensure speedy gas supply to the industrial belt. 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESIDENT CALLS FOR IMPROVEMENT IN AGRICULTURE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 7 Apr 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] President Ziaur Rahman on Sunday called for effective coordination 
among manpower, land and water resources for fulfilling the objective of 
agricultural revolution by doubling the country's food production, reports 
BSS. 


Speaking at the seminar on “agriculture revolution" organised by the Re- 
search Council of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) on Sunday, the Presi- 
dent said that the utilisation of these three resources in a coordinated 
manner was possible only by uniting and organising the rural people. 


President Zia, who is also Chairman of the BNP, said that his party had 
already taken up the responsibility of organising the rural mass and 
expressed the confidence that it would soon start its task in all the 88 
thousand villages of the country. 


Presided over by the Secretary-General of the BNP, Prof A.Q.M. Badruddoza 
Chowdhury, the seminar was attended, among others, by the Vice-President 
Mr Juatice A. Sattar, Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman, some members of 
the Cabinet, Members of Parliament and senior BNP leaders. 


Mr M.A. Majid, Chairman of the BNP, Research Council read out the keynote 
speech on the topic of the seminar while Prof M.I. Chowdhury, Dr Alim, 
‘aril Golam Mahboob and Al-Haj Abdul Motalib took part in the discussion. 


President Zia pointed out that the country had vast manpower resources, 
fertile lands and huge water resources and said, “We are to mcke best use 
of them to achieve our target.” “We have already started digging and 
reexcavating canals to irrigate our lands and the people are participating 
in canal digging voluntarily," he added. 


He said that to materialise various programmes in the rural areas "We 
are going to organise self-reliant gram sarker." He maintained that time 
had come when the rural people should be organised politically and said 
from now on political activities would be centred in the villages. 
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The BNP chairman said that the economic condition of the common people 
in the rural areas must be improved and added that it was possible only 
through increased production in agricultur’ sector. 


He said that to reach the target of production of foodgrains, the method 
of cultivation should also have to be modernised step by step. “In the 
beginning we can use indigenous agricultural equipment which are easy to 
handle and need no fuel or electricity,” he added. 





Turning to ‘agricultural reforms,’ President Zia said that by this term 

“we mean mobilisation of the whole nation for the development of agricul- 
ture sector.” "It does not mean that we did not want industrial development. 
We just want to give priority to agriculture," he added. 


He said that the importance of jute had been growing every day and its 
utilisation was increasing in various fields. He said that in the past 
cotton were grown in this part of the world and added that it was stopped 
by the colonial rulers by using force. After experimental cultivation, 

it was found that quality cotton could be produced in Bangladesh, he added. 


President Zia pointed out that Bangladesh was now producing wheat and added 
that the days were not far away when this country would become a wheat 
exporting country. 


To achieve all these objectives, he added, “we are to form village coopera- 
tives and without these village cooperatives we shall not be able to fulfill 
our dreams." 


He said that every inch of lands must be utilised and urged his party 
workers to take the political, economic and social thinkings of the 

BNP to rural people so that they could understand its politics and par- 
ticipate in its programmes for their socio-economic upliftment. 


Ministry 


President Zia said that the Ministry of Agriculture would be reorganised 
keeping in view the future needs to achieve the announced target of doubl- 
ing food production. President said that the next Five-Year Plan was ‘very 
ambitious and very big. ' 


President Zia said chat to implement the next Five-Year Plan; the whole 
government administrative machinery should have to be reorganised to meet 
the requirements. “This will also need integration of the administration 
with the people," he added. He informed the audience that when the people 
would start cultivation of three crops annually all over the country ‘we 
shall be able to employ additional one crore people in agriculture and 
allied sectors.’ He said that steps were being taken for manufacture of 
agricultural equipment and implements in the country and added, “We shall 
have to provide price support also to the peasants.” 
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FINANCE MINISTER DETAILS FOOD PRODUCTION PLANS 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Apr 80 pp 1, 8 


{Text} Finance Minister Dr M. N. Huda said on Friday that with the launching 
of the Second Five-Year Plan, beginning next July, a massive effort at doubling 
foodgrains output from the 130 lakh tons level to 260 lakh tons was being 
planned. 


He said that the cornerstone of the programme was substantial expansion of 
irrigation facilities during the plan period. The possibility of realising 
the target by 1986-87 was being scrutinised, he said. 


The Finance Minister was inaugurating a two-day special seminar on "Food 
policy and development strategy in Bangladesh" organised by the Bangladesh 
Feonomic Association at the Institute of Business Administration auditorium. 


Presided over by Dr Abdul Ghafur, President of the Association, the inaugural 
session was also addressed by Mr Rizwanul Islam, General Secretary of the 
Association. 


Dr M. N. Huda said that for the next fiscal year the Government had been pro- 
jecting an ambitious production target of 145 lakh tons which would mark 

a more than |] per cent increase in one year. "We are taking very little 
chances and hence all inputs for this production programme are already in 

the pipeline,” he said. 


Production Levels 


He said, for stable production levels and gains in productivity it was 
imperative that cereal crop production was made as free from the vagaries 
of nature as possible. 


The Finance Minister said that it was possible to increase irrigated land 
area from the present 30 lakh acres to about 100 lakh acres. This called 

for revolutionising the production cycle. Aman, which accounted for more 
than half of total cereal production, was dependent on rainfall. Thus 
scenerio could change with Aman contributing for only 40 per cent of the 
produce while both Aus and winter cereals providing about [figure indistinct] 
per cent each. 
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Wheat 


He said that another change now being witnessed because of importance of 
irrigation was the sudden spurt in wheat cultivation, the great appeal 
being ite Limited requirement of water which was about one-third of rice. 
it would not be unreasonable to expect 30 lakh tons wheat crop in five 
years, he said, 


Dr Huda said that expansion in irrigation would warrant higher levels of 
supplies of HYV seeds, fertilizers, pesticides and all related agricultural 
services like extension and rural credit. 


lie sald that the support services would have to be organised on a wide 
scale and peoples participation in rural societal restructuring would have 
to be brought about. Rural institutions operating with local stimulus 
and leadership would have to undertake management of extension services. 
Supporting function must also be taken over by the local community instead 
of a BADC managing it from Dacca, he said. 


The Finance Minister said the Food for Works Programme and the canal digging 
operations had also brought into existence not only newer water conservancy 
measures but also a new style of management in villages by the villagers 
themselves and a consciousness for development which was bound to have far 
reaching effects. 


He said that in matters of plan priorities the present position was that the 
interests of the economic sectors and social sectors were sought to be 
harmonised as well as possible and within the economic sectors, agriculture 
was given the highest priority. 


He said that the rural economy was now being thought as a combined whole 
vis-a-vis the urban economy. The overall development of the rural economy 
is being considered more important partly because of its past neglect but 
more importantly because a dynamic and resourceful rural economy could 
provide a more stable and permanent basis for the entire economy, he said. 
lie said that comprehensive rural development activities are to be so 
organised as to ensure maximum participation and employment of the poor 
and landless unemployeds and underemployeds in the rural areas. 


Turning on distribution of food the Minister said the Government was aware 
of the shortcomings of the existing public distribution system and had been 
adopting several measures from time to time to rationalise it. He said that 
those policy measures were directed towards reduction of subsidy and move- 
ment of more foodgrains into the rural sector by way of modified rationing 
in the rural areas and increasingly larger number of projects under the 

food for works programme. Simultaneously statutory rationing had been 
severely restricted, he said. 


Dr. M. N. Huda said the government was also vigorously pursuing a progressive 
procurement policy with the objective of maictaining a support price to 
growers and building up of an adequate stock for the public distribution 
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wyetom, He said that further improvement of the programme was planned by 
expanding the number of centres and making the centres more accessible to 
emall and marginal farmers. The centres were also being strengthened with 
more staff and equipment, he said. 


He said that the government had decided to build up an all time stock of 

15 lakh tons of foodgrains because it had been proved that adequate storage 
with the government had a desirable effect on price levels of foodgrains 

he said, For this construction of storage godowns in all the important 
markets (950 subthana market godowns) of the country. The government had 
also planned to subsequently construct food storage godowns in all union 
pariuhadsa, he sald, 


Open Market Sale 


Dr Huda said the Government had been seriously considering the intensifica- 
tion of open market sales as a major instrument of public distribution of 
foodgrains. Once open market sales was established as a growing concern it 
would be possible to move many ration receivers to the system. He said that 
the open market operation in combination with the procurement programme 
would form a comprehensive food policy package directed towards increasing 
foodgrains production as well as containing the price variations. 


ie said that the government had established a cabinet level council committee 
with the President as the Chairman in recognition of the importance of food 
policy for the economy of Bangladesh. A food planning and monitoring unit 
had also been set up with the minister for planning as the convener to aid 
and advise the council committee on food he added. 


in his presidential address Dr Abdul Ghafur said that increased food produc- 
tion was necessary but not enough for building an independent economy. The 
success of building an economy free from imperialistic control depended on 
establishment of a people oriented social and economic system, he said. 


ir GChafur said that increase in prices of fertilizers and pesticides on the 
plea of reducing subsidies while introducing colour television and continuing 
subsidised rationing for urban people was not conducive to increased produc- 
tion. He said that under the existing marketing process the farmers in 

many cases had to sell their produce at prices much lower than those fixed 

by the government. 


lie said that formation of cooperatives in keeping with the could possibly 
help speedy development in the field of agriculture. [sentence as printed] 


Cooperatives 


He said that formation of cooperatives in keeping with the present situation 
could possibly help speedy development in the field of agriculture by way 

of ensur‘ng proper utilisation of land, rural unemployeds and underemployeds 
and the irrigation facilities. 
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BANGLADESH 


GISCARD ACCEPTS INVITATION TO VISIT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Apr 80 p 16 


[Text] Paris, Apr 5--Bangladesh Ambassador A. Momin presented credentials 
recently to President Giscard d'Estaing of France, reports BSS. 


Receiving the credentials, President Giscard lauded the democratisation of 
state structure brought about by President Ziaur Rahman as well as 
Bangladesh's foreign policy aimed at peace and stability in the region. 

He mentioned with approbation Bangladesh's policy of Islamic solidarity 
and non-alignment. Her efforts in defence of the principle of national 
sovereignty, in respect of which the two countries had collaborated in 
the Security Council. 


Referring to President Ziaur Rahman's invitation, President Giscard said 
that he was desirous of establishing personal relation and understanding 
with President Zia and will surely visit Bangladesh at a mutually agreed 
cate. 


Ambassador Momin observed that his mission fortunately commenced at a time 
when President Giscard had voiced the need for concerted action to strengthen 


nations such as Bangladesh located in sensitive areas. This could be the 
basis of closer France-Bangladesh relations. 


CSO: 4220 


29 














BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


POWER FOR WEST--Khulna, April 2--A 58-megawatt barge mounted power plant 

to augment power supply in Western zone has arrived at Chalna Port from 
Japan on Monday. Split into two units each 28 megawatt mounted on a 
2,000-ton barge was carried to Chalna by a mother barge. It was towed by 

a Japanese tug. The plant first of its kind in the country was assembled 
and supplied by a Japanese firm Ms. Ishikawajina Harina Heavy Industries 

Co Ltd (IHI) under a loan agreement between the Government of Bangladesh 
and Japan. The main feature of this giant power plant is that it will be 
powered by the most advanced 5,000 gas turbines which involves low generating 
cost easy maintenance and high reliability. The plant which costs approxi- 
mately over Taka 27 crores is expected to be commissioned by the end of 
June this year. A group of local journalists were taken to Chalna Port 

by PDP today to see the plant which was discharged by the mother barge 

this morning at the port. Local PDP officials and Japanese experts who 
flew into Khulna for the installation of the project were present during 
unloading operation of the plant which is likely to help in solving the 
acute power crisis in the Western zone. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 3 Apr 80 p 1] 


[UTE TO EEC--Bangladesh and the European Economic Community (EEC) have con- 
cluded a four-year agreement recently at EEC headquarters in Brussels 
providing for a three-fold increase in export of Bangladesh jute goods to 
Common Market countries, a BJMC Press release said in Dacca on Wednesday, 
reports BSS. The agreement was initialled by the Jute Secretary 

Mr. Salahuddin Ahmed and the leader of EEC delegation Mr. Camilo Paoli 

on behalf of their respective sides. Under the agreement Bangladesh will 
export 6,600 tons of jute goods to France and 2,700 tons to West Germany 
(FRG). Shipment begins on May 1. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 

in English 3 Apr 80 p 1] 











GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT COURSE--President Ziaur Rahman has directed the for- 
mation of a high-level committee to organise advance management training 
course for of fictals to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
country's administrative machinery, reports BSS. The Committee will in- 
clude, among others, the Secretary to the President and the Secretaries in 
charge of the Mindstries of Defence and Cabinet and Establishment Division. 
The directive came at a meeting of the secretaries. Additional secretaries 
and heads of corporation and autonomous bodies held at Bangabhavan on 
Tuesday morning which was presided over by President Zia. Addressing the 
officials, the President emphasised the need for effective management in 
the administration, which he said, is essential for successful implemen- 
tation of the Second Five-Year Plan. He also called upon the officials to 
develop harmonious relationship between the people and the administration 
without which, he pointed out, no plan could succeed. [Excerpt] [Dacca 
THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 Apr 80 p 1] 


OIL FROM USSR--The Soviet Union will supply 40,000 tons of high speed 
diesel oil to Bangladesh during the current year under a contract signed 
on April 5, a Soviet Embassy Press release said on Tuesday reports BSS. 
The contract, in less than a month after signing of the barter protocol 
for 1980, between the two countries, was concluded between the Soviet 
foreign trade organisation Soyuznefte Export and Bangladesh Petroleum 
Corporation. The supply would be made in two lots in May and September. 
During the last three years the USSR had supplied 150,000 tons of high 
speed diesel oil and kerosene to Bangladesh which constituted an important 
portion of Soviet export to this country. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 9 Apr 80 p 1] 


CHITTAGONG STUDY COMMITTEE--Leader of the House Prime Minister Shah Azizur 
Rahman proposed the setting up of a five-member parliamentary committee 

at the Jatiya Sangsad on Thursday to study the law and order situation 

in Chittagong Hill Tracts. The committee would comprise Home Minister 

Lt Col (Retd) Mustafizur Rahman as Chairman and State Minister Mr Aung Shu 
Pru Choudhury, Mr Salahuddin Kader Choudhury (ML), Mr Zahiruddin Khan (BNP) 
and Mr Mohammad Toaha (Samyabadi Dal) as members. At the outset of the 
sitting of the Sangsad on Thursday Mr Salahuddin Kader Choudhury drew the 
attention of the Speaker regarding the fate of his call attention notice 
on the law and order situation in Chittagong Hill Tracts. The Speaker 
drew the attention of the Leader of the House to the subject matter notice. 
The Leader of tle House then proposed the setting up of the five-member 


committee. It was formed accordingly. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES 
in English 4 Apr 80 p 1] 


CSO: 4220 


31 





NEW AIRLINE PLANNED--THIMPU (Bhutan), April 7 (PTI1)--India is assisting 
Bhutan in yet another field to bring thie land-locked Himalayan kingdom 
mm the world airmap. Giving this information, Royal Bhutan Government 
sources here told a visiting party of newamen from India over the weekend 
chat the kingdom would set up “the Royal Bhutan Airlines” with India's 
help to Link ite only airstrip at Paro--about 70 km from here--with Bagdogra 
in north Bengal from September thie year. With the introduction of air 
services, prospecte of Bhutan's fresh flowers and fruite would improve 
considerably because of the faster transport, they said. The services of 
a Fokker friendship aircraft had been sought from the Indian Airlines in 
this connection, they added. [Text] [New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 

8 Apr 80 p 5] 
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CONGRESS (1) FACES BADLY DIVIDED OPPOSITION 
Karachi DAWN in English 13 May 80 p 6 
(Text) New Delhi, May 12=-The ruling Indira Congress faces a badly divided 


Opposition in all but one of the nine states in the Assembly elections 
echeduled for May 28 and 31. 





Tamil Nadu is the only state which will witness virtually a direct fight 
between Congress (1)-DMK eight-party alliance and the AIADMK-led 1l-party 
combination. 


There will be multi-cornered contests in almost all other states. 


This picture emerged after the deadline for withdrawal of nominations ended 
May 5. 


A record number of 5,108 candidates have been left in the field of the 891 
Assembly seats in Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujrat. 


Complete figures from other states, where also the withdrawals closed, 
have yet to come. in all 2,337 seate are at stake in the nine states 
Assemblies. 


Pun jab 


In Punjab, of the 1,600 aspirants who had originally filed their nomination 
papers, only 722 remain in the fray for the 117 Assembly seats. In the 1977 
election 6862 candidates were in the field. 


The Congress (I) is the only party contesting all the 117 seats in the 
Punjab. In 1977 the undivided Congress had put up 96 candidates, left 
18 seats for the 96 Communist Party of India (CPI) 

three independents. 


The Left Democratic Front comprising the Akali Dal, the CPI and the CPI 
(Marxist) has put up 101 candidates, However, in the absence of a full 
agreement, there will be friendly contests between the Akali Dal and the 
CPI and the CPI (M) in one constituency. 
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The Sharatiya Janata Party has put up 39, the Congress %, the Janata 6, 
the Lok Dal 49, the Janata (8) 5, the Akali Dal 73, the CPI (M) 18, the 
CPI 13 and the Republican Party of India 5 candidates, Nearly half the 
candidates are contesting ae independents. 


Madhya Pradesh 


No less than 2,000 candidates will contest the 320 Assembly seate in Madhya 
Pradesh ae against 1,994 im the 1977 elections, 


The Congress (1) is the only party Which is contesting all the seats, ite 
min rival, the Bharatiya Janata Party, will contest 311 seats, The Lok 
Dal led by Mr Charan Singh has put up 199, the Janata Party 120, the 
Congress 77, the Janata (8) 52, the CPI 46 and the CPL (M) 3 candidates. 


While the number of contestants has gone up this time, there will be fewer 
independentse~-896 as compared to 1,303 in the 1977 poll. 


Uttar Pradesh 


Of the 7,448 nominations filed for the 425 Assembly seats in Uttar Pradesh, 
2,086 have been withdrawn, according to information received from 46 of the 
56 districts, 


The Ferozabad constituency in Agra, will have the highest number of 28 
contestants, while Ghakrafa in Dehra Doon with three candidates will have 
the lowest, 


Maharashtra 


in Maharashtra with the withdrawal of 2,115 nominations, 1,540 candidates 
are now left to contest the 286 seats as against 1,819 in 1977. 


The Congress (1), unopposed, is contesting all the seats, The Congress, 
expected to be ite main rival, is contesting 189 seats. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party has put up 141, the Janata Party 110, the Peasants and Workers 
Party 42, the Lok Dal 23, the CPI 18, the Janata (S) 16, the CPI (mM) 10, 
al! factions of the Republican Party 96, Forward Bloc 3 and the Hindu 
Mahasabha 8 candidates,--PPI. 
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INDIA 


CPI EXECUTIVE MEETS, SUPPORTS IRAN 
New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 13 Apr 80 pp i, 5 


[Text}) Denouncing U.S. President Jimmy Carter's policy of military inter- 
vention and economic blackmail against Iran, the Central Executive Committee 
of the Communist Party of India hae demanded an immediate end to this policy 
and called upon the country's left and democratic forces to raise their 


voice in support of the Iranian people and against the U.S. impertaliste' 
war threate. 


The CEC, which began ite three-day meeting in the Capital on Saturday, 
adopted a detailed resolution on the Iran developments. 


"The policy of the Carter administration,” the resolution charged “is one 
of naked gunboat diplomacy which threatens the peace and security not only 
of Iran but of all the neighbouring countries of the region as well. This 
policy is fraught with the serious danger of spreading the conflagration 
of war.” 


The resolution pointed out that far from helping to return to the Iranian 
people the national wealth which the former shah had plundered and taken 
away from Iran, the "U.S. imperialists themselves intend to continue his 
policy of plunder with regard to the Iranian people.” This was clear in 
the U.S. administration's decision to make a formal inventory of the Iranian 
assets previously frozen in the U.S. and amounting to nearly 8 billion 
dollars. 


The resolution also underscored that instead of trying to meet the legiti- 
mate demands of the people of Iran (that is, extradition of the shah to 
stand trial for his crimes and for return of the property plundered by him), 
and thereby create conditions favourable or settling the hostages question, 
“Washington embarked upon a belligerent and provocative role of giving 
shelter and protection to the shah and of open military threats against 

Iran iteelf.” 
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The CEC aleo emphasieed that the “biggest naval force of the U.S. in the 
post-war period has been concentrated in the western part of the Indian 
Ocean and in the Persian Gulf" and “other military demonstrations are 
aleo being held there with the aim of military-political blackmail againat 
Iran and other countries of the region.” 


The CEC aleo adopted condolence resolutions offering homage to the memory 
of President of Socialist Republic of Vietnam Ton Duc Thong, and CPI 
leaders Teegala Satyanarayana, leader of the Telengana armed struggle. 
Amiya Dae Gupta K.V. Pathros and Lakehman Shastri. 


C$0: 4220 














INDIA 


CPI(M) LEADER REPORTS POLITICAL BUREAU PLENUM 
New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 13 Apr 80 pp 1, 5 


[Text)] CPI-M general secretary E.M.S. Namboodiripad on Saturday expressed 
the hope that despite their “irreconcilable differences" among themselves 
parties of the Opposition would gtill come together to deny the Congreses-I 
the benefit of a division in the Opposition vote; but he refused to have 
any truck with the Bharatiya Janata Party for the purpose. 


Mr Namboodiripad, who was releasing the decisions of the CPI-M Polit-Bureau 
(which met in the capital on 9 and 10 April) to newsmen, observed that the 
RSS-Jana Sangh happened to be “more angry against us of the Left than against 
the Congresse-I," and as such one could not take the RSS' political front, 

the PJP, as an Opposition party in the real sense. 


When asked even if that was so whether the CPI-M would go in for adjustments 
with the BJP in persuance of ite avowed aim of preventing the Congress-! 

from returning to power, Mr Namboodiripad replied with a counter-question: 
"What happens if their (RSS) ‘Kerala model' is spread throughout the country?” 


However, despite a strong condemnation of the BJP in the press communique 

on the Polit-Bureau meeting the party's positionon the question of under- 
standing with the BJP in the Assembly elections was not clearly spelt out 

in that document. But Mr Namboodiripad's views left little doubt about the 
CPI-M's actual line of thinking, though the “we-will-dec ide-as-the-situation- 
develops’ approach for the concrete statewise adjustments also seemed to 
mark the party leaders’ future course of action within the limited framework 
of the forthcoming poll struggle. 


Questioned by this correspondent about the reason for the CPI-M's silence 
in the face of Lok Dal president Charan Singh's direct assaults on the two 
Communist Parties, Mr Namboodiripad said: “We don't want to equate Charan 
Singh with the BJP in spite of the open hostility he has shown to us.” 


Asked for his comments on the Lok Dal-BJP adjustment talks, the CPI-M 
general secretary answered: “All these are speculative.” 


He said the CPI-M was in constant contact with all the Opposition parties, 
and adjustments were being discussed with them in a way as to deprive the 
Congrese-I from coming to power in the States. 
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INDIA 


RAJ NARAIN GIVES DETAILS OF FOUNDING NEW PARTY 
Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Apr 80 p 1 


Text) New Delhi, April 3--Mr. Raj Narain's Janata (S) Party came into 
formal existence today at a convention of his followers. Itself the pro- 
duct of a split, the new party took the pledge to bring about the merger 
of like-minded parties to fight authoritarian and communal forces. 


A seven-man committee was appointed to explore the possibility of building 
up ea third alternative in the country by bringing together all those outside 
the Congress (I) and the Jan Sangh. 


Mr. Raj Narain told newsmen that not only the CPI(M) and the CPI but also 
the Congress (U) and Mr. Charan Singh's Lok Dal were welcome to come under 
a single umbrella, to fight the next elections. 


if efforte at merger failed, Janata (S) would try to cvolve a front or an 
alliance to avoid the splitting of votes in the coming Assembly poll. If 
this did not succeed, attempts would be made for the adjustment of seats 
among various parties. 


The convention was held on the spacious lawns of the residence of Mr. Maniram 
Bagri, one of the two members of Parliament who have till now opted to stay 
with Mr. Raj Narain. The Janata (S) chief himself lives in Mr. Bagri's 
house. 


Mr. Raj Narain claimed that the convention was attended by 400 to 500 
Janata (S$) workers from different parts of the country. The aumber of 
persons listening to the speeches was, however, much smaller. 


A Parliamentary Board with 11 members headed by Mr. Ram Naresh Yadav, former 
U.P. Chief Minister, was announced. Mr. Bagri will be its secretary and 

Mr. Raj Narain as the party president and Mr. Bhola Prasad Singh, general 
secretary of the Janata (S) will be its ex-officio members. 


Me. Raj Narain claimed that of the 39 members of the pre-split Lok Dal 
national executive, 20 were with him. His new national executive would have 
the same strength as the Lok Dal executive and he would appoint 18 or 19 
members. 











In hie bid to bring about a front of opposition forces, Mr. Raj Narain would 
leave no stone unturned and would go to Mr. Jagjivan Ram, Mr. Devaraj Ure 

ae well ae to Mr. Chandra Shekhar. He would tell them all that the unity 

of opposition forces wae an imperative necessity. 


The convention, in a resolution, said if the reason which led to the split 
in the Janata Party in July 1979 was removed, the need for the separate 
existence of Janata (8S) would be over. 


The convention said the movement against authoritarianiem and communaliem 
Ought to be intensified by all means. It called upon all opposition forces 
to come to a single platform to fight these twin dangers. 


It aleo referred to the situation in the north-eastern region and said the 
failure of the Congress (1) Government to deal with it had proved its 
incompetence. It called upon all Janata (S) workers to promote national 
integration. 
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INDIA 


REASONS BEHIND GOVERNMENT'S DEFENSE STRATEGY ANALYZED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 6 Apr 80 p 2 
\Article by G. K. Reddy] 


\Text! The Afghan crisis has at least helped to hasten the process of Indian 
thinking on ite defence strategy for the next two decades with the main 
accent on @ progressive switchover to the new generation of sophisticated 
weaponry to improve the mobility and firepower of the country's armed forces. 


The defence planners have been looking at the problems of India's security 
from various angles, from the point of view of the nation's military capa- 
bility to cope with various challenges, ranging from short and swift thrusts 
Lo all-out aggression. The need for optimum preparedness for deterring such 
threats and containing and counterattacking in the event of a surprise attack, 
is closely linked with the country's capacity to conduct its foreign policy in 
such a manner that it does not get drawn into a new arms race in the region. 


\s India's defence experts see it, a basic postulate for this exercise should be 
a clearer perception of the nature and extent of the threats that the country 
may have to face during the next two decades, the aims and abilities of the 
powers concerned to pose such threats through their proxies or direct inter- 
vention without running the risk of a wider conflict, and the correlation 
between the country's continued commitment to non-alignment for steering clear 
of superpower rivalries and its inherent right to seek assistance when threaten- 
ed with aggression. 


The main threat to the independence and geopolitical interests of countries 
like India that are not prepared to submit to superpower dominance is their 
growing tendency to freeze the present hierrarchical system in attempting to 
preserve their hegemonism. The attempt of the big powers to impose a sort of 
pax atomica on the rest of the world in the name of preventing nuclear pro- 
liferation is only a reflection of their readiness to compete for influence 
and dominance without running the risk of a global conflict. 


As a change-resistent society, India is faced with the difficult task of 
psychologically adjusting itself to the reality that continuity of change, 
whether in perception or response, is the very essence of life. Those in 
charge of a nation's foreign policy and defence effort cannot afford to 
remain prisoners of their past political or strategic concepts since they 
have to develop an ability to comprehend the dimensions of constant change 
both in thought and action to be able to face the challenges of the future 
with quiet confidence. 
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There is need for an innovative spirit in correlating the country's pursuit 
of peace with its capacity to preserve it. A country of India's size, 
population and development cannot allow itself to be lost in chasing lofty 
abetractions that are not inter-related to the sustenance of its enlightened 
self-interest and evolution of better etandards of international conduct, 


It is necessary to keep up a clear distinction in this cruel world between 
the imperatives of international politics, the instincts of self-preservation 
and the advocacy of inter-dependence based on true equality of all men, races 
and nations. A country cannot afford to play the ostrich by burying his head 
in the sands of pious aspirations and expose itself to the perile of big 
power pressures in ite search for new horizons. 


The defence pianners have been urging greater realism in visualising the broad 
strategy for the next two decades before getting down to the tasks of assessing 
ite burdens and implications. The threat to India's security is no longer 
posed by Pakistan acting on its own, but in allowing itself to be used again 

as a proxy by one or the other big powers bent on destabilising the region. 


The maximum that Pakistan can do in the changed strategic context is to attempt 
again to seize a chunk of territory through a surprise thrust to use it as a 
bargaining counter for extracting concessions on an issue like Kashmir as part 
of a peace settlement. It will not be in a position to over-run a large 

part of the country, let alone inflict on India the humiliation of a military 
defeat in the foreseeable future. The fact that it has achieved near parity 

in its deployment on India's western borders does not make much difference 

to the present balance of power in the sub-continent. 


The Indian defence strategy has to be based on the assumption that a major 
threat to its security or regional interests can be posed by any one of the 
three powers--the United States, Soviet Union or China--either independently 
or in conjunction with others hostile to it. 


The U.S. is not likely to engage in any direct military attack on India, 
but ite erratic policies of arming neighbouring countries like Pakistan, 
befriending volatile regimes and transferring large quantities of military 
equipment to client States continue to create problems for India in and 
around the sub-continent. 


The Soviet Union has not so far resorted to any activity either directed 
against India or in conflict with its interests, but its new doctrine of 
protective intervention has caused considerable concern even among friendly 
countries like India, because of the uneasy feeling that what has happened 
in Afghanistan could happen to others with similar treaty relationship in 
certain circumstances. The fact that it remains the only source of modern 
military equipment for India's defence has not made the Indian critics of 
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan any less apprehensive about the 
wider implications of this action. 


The existence of a very long commou border, and continuance of a major 
territorial dispute make China the main bete noire in India's defence 
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considerations, It has embarked on a programme of major military modernisa~ 
tion involving a certain degree of dependence on western technological 
assistance, which has given Moscow an opportunity to raise the bogey of 
Sino-American collusion to frighten countries like India and make them 

even more dependent on its cooperation. 


The fact that China has an ofl] pipeline till Lhasa, is building a railway 
iimk with Tibet, has constructed a chain of air bases and improved the road 
network along the Himalayas, besides opening up the Karakoram route to 
Pakistan has caused concern among India's defence experts. But it is the 
pugnacious punishment theory advanced by Beijing to justify its attack on 
Vietnam whatever the provocation for it that has made India not to protest 
too loudly against the equally detestable Soviet doctrine of protective 
intervention, despite its strong disapproval of Moscow's action. 


The apprehensions about China's unpredictable responses to differing situa- 
tions have been intensified by frequent changes in China's leadership and 
the process of decision-making in the country's party and government system. 
But the assumption that the continued instability in the Chinese hierarchy 
had led to inner party struggles which in turn contributed to the decision 
to launch an ill-conceived punitive attack on Vietnam has also provided 

some degree of justification for quite the opposite presumption that Beijing 
will rot engage in such conflicts unless its vital interests were threatened 
and it was convinced that Moscow was out to mount a major military challenge 
against it. 


The Soviet propaganda that China was colluding with the U.S. to encircle 

it has not made any impact on Indian thinking since it is generally known 
that Beijing is not itching for a confrontation with it. The U.S. too 

has no reason to attempt an encirclement of the Soviet Union with Chinese 
participation, since in thé event of such a showdown, the main battles will 
be fought in Europe rather than Asia, and across the vast ocean expanses 
separating the two superpowers with nuclear weapons. So in determining its 
defence strategy for the next two decades, India is not taking too alarmist 
a view of the potential threats of its security and national interests. 

The whole emphasis is on modernising the three services while maintaining 
the present force levels as far as possible. The accent is on greater 
self-reliance in re-equipping its forces with the latest weaponry manu- 
factured locally under licence and developed progressively through Indian 
effort. 


The country will be investing large sums during the next few years in 
metallurgical, electronic, aerospace and explosive development. As one 

of the 10 leading industrial nations with the third largest scientific 
manpower in the world, India has a vast potential for making rapid strides 
in meeting its defence requirements except in a few critical spheres. 


The service chiefs and their advisers in the higher defence organisation, 
who have to think ahead by at least a decade in visualising the changing 
strategic environment are satisfied that the present policies have served 
the country well and that there is no need to make abrupt departures. 

The continued adherence to non-alignment has not in any way impaired the 
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country's flexibility in obtaining essential defence equipment from sources 
of its choice, retaining the nuclear option without embarking on a weapon 
programme, refusing to be totally identified with the Soviet actions in 
Afghanistan, not taking too gloomy a view of the China threat, and refrain- 
ing from exaggerating the dangers of a renewed conflict with Pakistan. 

The watchword is optimum preparedness with the available resources for 
maintaining an effective defence posture, while continuing to work on a 
long-range plan for greater self-reliance. 


As a developing country on the verge of a take-off stage, India represents 
some interesting contrasts reflecting all the vagaries of planned develop- 
ment. It has not so far designed indigenously a scooter, car or truck of 
ite own, but it is working on tanks and other specialised military vehicles. 
lc is building jet aircraft and helicopters on licence and manufacturing 
sophisticated electronic equipment. But when it conducted the first atomic 
explosion at Pokhran in 1974, the only thing that worked was the nuclear 
device and almost everything else failed or functioned badly, ranging from 


jeeps to telephones. And this then is the Indian dilemma and the Indian 
challenge. 


CSO: 4220 














IN NONALINED POOL, 


POR REMALNING 


CONDET TONS 


in English 3 Apr 80 p 1 


PATRIOT 


dow Dolhi 


S 


B= 


ik PTL may not afterall opt 


Ly of the — oo a . 


el 


eH ff 
‘ak 
Br E 


a 


ie 


Aree Hatt ed? 


ie 


— 


ia 


et 


nigh 


sya 


ait Ke ‘: 
Siu 
i | ty i i 


< He: 
+r ili? I 

apa oma 
é : ct de fi Hl i 
ich ne ie Pat 
eat tee stl rank 4. 
ao ggizt 9 — 
38 — Eliz 22: ofeeiiit 


4220 





45 





INDIA 


SMEVIET COOPERATION DESCRIBED 
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MN) PATRIOT in English 11 Apr 80 p 2 
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INDIA 


DETAILS OF IRRIGATION PACT WITH USSR REPORTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Apr 80 p 13 


{Text} New Delhi, April 4 (UNI)--The Soviet Union has agreed to impart to 
India on an “agreed basis” the know-how of construction of dams and excava- 
tion of canals by directional blasting. 


For thie purpose, India has been asked to identify a site for the construc- 
tion of an experimental dam and a epecific project for the construction of 
a canal by this technique. 


The Soviet Union will associate Indian engineers in early 1980 with the 
design work now in progress in the USSR for the construction of a large 
canal by the technique of directional blasting, according to the working 
programme of co-operation in the field of irrigation. 


india has been asked to communicate by October, 1980 its final decision on 
setting up an agency for the production of pre-fabricated components for 
canal etructures and lining. 


To enable India to take a decision, the Soviet Union will provide by the end 
of this month, estimates for the equipment for three alternative units with 
annual capacity of finished products of 9,000 cubic metres, 15,000 cubic 
metres and 100,000 cubic metres with possible expansion up to 200,000 cubic 
metres a year. 


vilot Project 


A delegation of Indian experts will soon visit the Soviet plants manufacturing 
prefabricated structures, design institutes and work sites and also see 
transport arrangements to get acquainted with the technique. 


By the end of this year, the Indian side will forward to the Soviets the 
Getails of a pilot project in designing which Soviet participation will 
be required. 








Indian and Soviet expertea consider possible the participation of Indian 
orgeninations in the preparation of design documentation, production of 
separate types of hydro-mechanical equipment and construction of hydro- 
ceclmical projects, to be executed by Soviet organisation in third 
countrles=-libya and Iraq. 


Within two monthe India will be informed of the scope and type of work 
for these projects, which might be assigned to it. Within three monthe 
thereafter, India will give ite proposals for joint consideration of 
Soviet, Iraqi and Libyan organisations. 


Indian experte will examine the possibility of Soviet participation in 
projecte undertaken by Indian organisations in third countries, including 
those in South-Bast Asia and Africa, 
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INDIA 


‘HINDU’ GIVES DETAILS OF SANJAY, SHUKLA ACQUITTAL 
Special Courte Act Upheld 
Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Apr 80 p 6 


[Text] New Delhi, April 11. The Supreme Court today upheld the consti- 
tutional validity of the Special Courts Act, which had been enacted by 
Parliament in May 1979. 


Diemiseing preliminary objections in the judgment acquitting Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi, MP, and former Information and Broadcasting Minister, Mr V.C. 
Shukla in the ‘Kieea Kurei Ka’ case, the Court declared: “None of the 
sections of the Act are violative of Article 14 or Article 21 or any other 
provision of the Constitution" 


Me Justice S. Murtaza Fazal Ali (who spoke for the court), Mr Justice P.S. 
Kallasam and Mr Justice A.D. Koshal said the Court had arrived at this 
decision, after a consideration of the provisions of the Act, the guide- 
lines contained in the Preamble, the procedural part of the Act and the 
classification made. 


Procedure Fair 


The Court said the classification was valid and reasonable and had "a 
rational nexus with the object of the Act and that the procedure prescribed 
is fair and advantageous to the accused.” 


It said that it was unable to agree with Mr Madan Bhatia, counsel for 
Mr Sanjay Gandhi, that the Supreme Court in its reference on the setting 
up of the Special Courts had held that only emergency offenders would be 
punishable under the Act and that any Act seeking to punish offenders of 
® special type unrelated to the Emergency would be hit by Article 14. 


Taken as a whole, the Supreme Court verdict in that reference clearly indi- 
cated that the passing of a permanent legislation classifying the type of 
offenders mentioned in the Act, namely, persons holding high public or 
political offices would be valid and would, in fact, be an ideal achieve- 
ment. 
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The Court said "In a diverse society and a large democracy such ae ours, 
where the expanding needs of the nation change with temper of the times, it 
ie extremely difficult for any legislature to make laws, applicable to 

all persone alike.” Some classification was, therefore, necessary to 
adminiater various epheres of the activities of the State. 


What Article 14 prohibited was hostile discrimination and not reasonable 
classification for the purpose of legislation. Af long as a selection or 
classification was not arbitrary and had a rational basis having regard 
to the object of the Act, Article 14 would not be attracted. 


The Bench referred to the observations of the Court in the reference case 
to the effect that the offences alleged to have been committed during the 
Emergency by persons holding high public or political offices were a class 
apart because such offences were committed under the cover of Emergency 
which provided a unique opportunity for them to subvert the rule of law. 


In thie context, the Court rejected the argument that this could not be 
said of the period before or after the Emergency and, therefore, the Act 
was meant only to deal with Emergency offences. 


“It ie true that the period of Emergency was an extraordinary one in the 
history of our country." But that by iteelf did not debar Parliament from 
passing @ permanent Act to deal with a specified class of persons who 
occupied high public or political offices and misused or abused them. 


‘The Special Courts’ act was preceded by a Bill introduced by a member of 
the Lok Sabha which was adopted by the then Government at the Centre. But 
in view of certain constitutional objections the President made a reference 
to the Supreme Court for its opinion regarding the validity of the Bill and 
ite provisions. 


The matter was heard by a Constitution Bench of seven judges and in its 
report of December 1, 1978, the Court upheld the validity of the Bill 
generally by a majority of 6-1. Certain clauses of the Bill, however, 
were held to be violative of Article 21. 


During the course of arguments, counsel for the Union of India gave an 
express undertaking that the defects pointed out in the Bill would be 
suitably removed so as to bring the Bill in accord with the opinion expressed 
by the Court. 


Consequently, a fresh Bill was prepared and was introduced in the Lok 
Sabha on February 21, 1979 incorporating the suggestions of the Court, 
including deletion of reference to the period prior to the June 25, 1975 
(day of proclamation of Emergency) in the Preamble. 


The Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on March 9, 1979. But when it went 
to the Rajya Sabha it was returned with certain amendments on March 21, 
1979. Therefore, the Government accepted the amendments suggested by 
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the Rajya Sabha and incorporated the same in the Bill which was ultimately 
passed and received the assent of the President on May 16, 1979. 


Analysing the new complexion of the Act, the Supreme Court observed that 
by end large, the Act contained almost the same provisions as were con- 
tained in the Bill which was sent to the Court for ite opinion by the 
President. 


The Court held that insofar as the arguments advanced in the reference case 
were concerned, they were concluded by the decision given thereon and "we 
do not propose to go beyond the opinion given by this Court in that case 
or the reasons, thereof with which we are in respectful agreement." 


It may be stated here that the Union Government has already ordered the 
winding up of the two Special Courts from March 31, Mr Justice M.S. Joshi 
and Mr Justice M.L. Jain of the Delhi High Court were the judges of the 
Special Courts. 


The Government order followed Mr Justice Joshi's ruling that the point 
raised by Mr V.C. Shukla, accused in the poster case that the constitution 
of the Special Court was illegal and void “is beyond controversy in the 
circumstances. Mr Justice Joshi had also ruled in the Jeep Scandal case 
involving Mre Gandhi that the Special Court presided by him was illegal 
and void. 


The other Special Court, presided over by Mr Justice M.L. Jain, had also 
dropped the Sachar detention and the Maruti cases holding that the notifi- 
cations setting up the Special Courts and the declarations made subsequently 
were unconstitutional.--UNI, PTI. 
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NANGE'S DAUGHTER RESIGNS CPI MEMBERSHIP 


New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 13 Apr 80 pp l, 7 


[Text] Bombay, April 10 (UNI) Mrs Roza Deshpande, member of the national 
council of the Communist Party of India and a former MP, has resigned from 
the primary membership of the party. 


Mr Baburao Ranadive, secretary of the Bombay unit of the party, who was re- 
cently replaced, has also quit the party, along with a few others. 


Mrs Deshpande, daughter of Communist Party leader S.A. Dange, Mr Ranadive 
and others in separate letters to CPI general secretary C. Jajeshwara Rao, 
have conveyed their decision to leave the party. 


Mrs Deshpande, in detailed reply to Mr Rao's letter dated 12 March, said 
she was submitting her resignation from the national council of the CPI 

and also from the primary membership of the party. She agreed that the 

decision was “very painful indeed" as she was associated with the party 

since childhood. 


She stated that the party had reached a point of no return on its 
“opportunist and liquidationist line” and complained that no attempt 
appeared to have been made to analyse objectively “our ally or main enemy 
from the class struggle point of view leading our party to taking up a posi- 
tion which virtually amounts to helping the forces of destabilisation, dis- 
integration and disunity in the country." 
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ENERGY POLICY GROUP ASKS CUT IN DEMAND FOR OIL 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Apr 80 p 16 


| Text] New Delhi, April 10. Unless determined demand management measures 
are initiated to bring about a drastic reduction in the consumption of 
petroleum products, the expenditure on imports by 2,000 AD may amount to 
very near 75 percent of India's total foreign trade earnings, according to 
the report of the Working group on Energy policy constituted by the Plan- 
ning Commission under the chairmanship of Mr N.B. Prasad, Secretary, De- 
partment of Power of the Union Energy Ministry. 


Two forecasts--reference level forecast (RLF) and optimal level forecast 
(OLF) have been worked out in respect of the anticipated oil imports by 
2000 AD. The RLF for the cost of crude imports--based on projections of 
consumption growth in the absence of deliberate policy measures to curb 
demand--is Rs. 21,490 crores. The OLF based on the likely growth moderated 
by policy measures places it at Rs. 14,440 crores. 


The group has estimated that the total demand could be reduced from 92 
million tonnes to 69 million tonnes per year in 2000 AD. Indigenous crude 
production, in the absence of any new major discoveries (which it con- 
siders unlikely) may stabilise only at 24 million tonnes by the end of 
this century leaving the country no choice but to import 45 million tonnes. 


The Working group has estimated the OLF for coal to rise from 150.4 million 
tonnes per year in 1982-83 to 427.2 million tonnes by 2000 AD. The RLF 
figures in respect of these two are 150.7 million tonnes and 531.1 million 
tonnes. 


Since coal happens to be the most important indigenous fuel the working 
group has urged for the planning and construction of coal mines on a steady 
basis without linking specific mines to specific consumers. 


If steel production proceeds at the rate assumed by the working group 
prime coking coal may get exhausted by 2025 AD. The report points out 

that there are a number of new developments such as conversion of non-coking 
coal to coking coal and using other reductants in steel-making than coking 
coal. 
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The group has estimated the OLF demand for electricity to increase from 
154.6 TWH (TWH ie equivalent to 1000 million kilowatt hours or units) in 
1982-83 to 457.6 TWH in 2000 AD. The RLF figures are 154.9 TWH and 551.6 
TWH. The OLF implies that saving in the consumption of electricity in the 
coneumption of electricity is possible especially in the industries sector 
while the household and commercial demands could also be trimmed. 


Pointing out that the constantly increasing transmission and distribution 
losses could be brought down, the report says that even a one percent reduc- 
tion in loss would net in an additional revenue of Rs 20 crores per year. 


The Working group has recommended that hydro-electric generation should 
receive a very high priority. 
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INCREASED OIL QUOTA GRANTED TO MAHARASHTRA 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Apr 80 p 13 


(Text] Bombay, Aprl 4--The Centre has sanctioned an additional quota of 
diesel oil and kerosene for Maharashtra for April, said the Union petroleum 
minister, Mr. Veerendra Patil, here today. 


Addressing newsmen at Raj Bhavan this morning, he said that nearly 

1,20,800 [as printed] metric tonnes of diesel had been currently earmarked 
for this month against 1,03,900 [as printed] metric tonnes in the corres- 
ponding period last year. This, he said, represented an increase of 16.3 per 
cent. 


Mr. Patil said that he had specially come to Bombay to discuss with the 
governor, Mr. Sadiq Ali, and other advisers the supply and distribution of 
kerosene and diesel oil. 


During the course of the hour-long discussions with different officials, he 
said that they made a request for an additional 10,000 tonnes of diesel. 

"I have conceded this and it will be given to Bombay alone. Bombay city 
consumes 40 per cent of diesel in the state," he said. 


Referring to the supply of kerosene, he said the amount chalked out for this 
month was about 63,530 metric tonnes, which was stated to be 10 per cent 
more than last year. There was a request for an extra 5,000 metric tonnes, 
of which 2,500 metric tonnes had been granted, he said. "I have asked them 
to review the position and let me know before I can decide about giving 

the extra quantity,” he said. 


About the somewhat controversial issue of the supply of the new liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) connections, the minister assured of a "full supply" to 
Bombay and other places. He said that the production of gas today was 
sufficient to meet the demand of existing consumers within eight to ten days 
and hopefully all waiting periods would be removed. However, he said that 
there would be no fresh connections till the end of October and the beginning 
of November when gas from Bombay High was expected to be available. The 
present waiting list for new LPG connections all over the country was nearly 
300,000 and this enormous backlog would be cleared in the next two or three 
years, he said. 











The minister said that the demand for LPG would be met from Bombay High 
(1,70 lakh tonnes per year); Mathura refinery (2.10 lakh tonnes) and 

Koyali refinery (between 1,20 and 1.30 lakh tonnes). The Mathura refinery 
wae expected to go in atream from April 1961. Mr. Patil said that he would 
be vieiting Mathura to have discussions with the various refinery officiala, 


Meanwhile, the minister said chat the demand for of] was expected to increase 
by nearly 15 per cent this year, The («sata government had forecast an 
increase by a mere five per cent, whilet it turned out to be about 10 per cent 
more than what it had chalked out, he eaid. 


Import Needs 


"We are groping in the dark even now because we do not know the demand 
exactly," he said while announcing that a committee of ministry officials 
had been set up to examine thie issue to facilitate the finalisation of 
import needs. 


He cited the development of road transport as one of the chief reasons for 
the increase in demand for oil. According to him this particular industry 
alone consumed any'hing between 60 and 65 per cent of ofl products. This 
wae followed by over 20 per cent by the agricultural sector and four to 
eight per cent by the power generating units. 


The minister further said that the Centre was trying to attain self-sufficiency 
in of] in the course of the next five to six years. Annually about 15 and 

16 million tonnes of crude were being imported and 5.5 million tonnes of 
petroleum products. 


india was at the moment producing 14 million tonnes of oi] and the figure 
was expected to increase with oil coming in from some of the new oi] fields. 


There wae « time when India even considered importing crude from Indonesia, 
but found that it contained a lot of wax. India needs what he called 
“complimentary crude.” 


ie sald that the present hunt for ofl needed to be speeded up considerably. 
te had, therefore, called a meeting of officials from various ministries 
op April 14 to discuss the economic and technical aspects of the issue 
threadbare. According to him, survey, exploration and development should 
be taken up simultaneously. 


The minister denied that the work on the Godavari fields had been abandoned. 
The work had to be stopped for a while on account of unsteady undercurrents. 
Once the water got steady the work would go on normally. 


He ruled out use of gas for power generation. There was already a shortage of 
LPG for domestic consumers in the country and till such time their demand was 
fulfilled, gas could not be used for any other purposc. 


The minister said that he would like more newsmen to visit Sagar Samrat in Bombay 
High and talk to various officials about oil production in India. He imme- 
diately turned to an official and directed him to take a press party from 

Bombay to the drilling rig at the earliest possible moment. 
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FRENCH HELP IN OLL SEARCH TO BE ‘OPTIMIZED' 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Apr 80 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, April 10. The existing arrangements between the French 
oil company, Commagnie Francais Petroles (CFP) and the O41 and Natural Gas 
Commission (ONCC) for the development of Bombay High off-shore oilfields 
and the Indian O11 Corporation (I10C) will be "optimised" under a protocol 
signed today in Paris between the Minister for Commerce and Steel and 
Mines, Mr Pranab Mukherjee and the French Energy Minister, Mr Andre Firaud. 


At present CFP is offering a variety of services to the ONGC in the Bombay 
High. The Paris protocol also takes note of .he fact that cooperation has 
aicready been initiated between the French Inetitute for Petroleum and the 
indian Institute of Petroleum in Dehra Dun. It has been decided to extend 
cooperation between CFP and ONGC to include other industrial projects for 
mutual advantage. 


india and France have also agreed to continue their dialogue at appropriate 
level for furtherance of cooperation in the fields of energy, alumina and 
coal. The French Energy Minister is likely to visit New Delhi later this 
year. 


Mr Mukherjee also discussed with the French authorities specific proposals 
in regard to cooperation in the field of coal. 
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ACUTE WATER SCARCITY REPORTED IN BIHAR DISTRICTS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Apr 60 p 6 


\Texc] Patna, April 3—-There are areas in tribal Chotanagpur and certain 
perennially drought-prone rural pockets in south Bihar which experience 
water scarcity during summer even in years of normal monsoon. But this 
year the unprecedented drought has made the situation very grave in almost 
the entire Chotanagpur region and south Bihar. Chronic power shortage in 
the State has further accentuated the water scar ity. 


ror the first time the State Government has askec a senior official, 

Mr K. A, Ramasubramaniam, Deputy Chairman of the ttate Planning Board, to 
do a quick survey of the drinking water resources in 67,000 villages of 
Bihar. Mr Ramasubramaniam expected to complete the survey in about a week. 


According to tentative estimates, however, there is an acute shortage of 
drinking water in 7,000 villages in 16 out of the 31 districts in the State 
and the situation in these villages is going to get worse in the summer 
months. The situation is already desperate in the hilly terrain of 
Chotanagpur and Santhal Parganas. 


According to reports received here, Biharsharif, Rajagriha township and 
the rural areas of Nalanda district, 80 km south-east of here, are in the 
gtip of a terrible water famine. Wells and ponds have dried up and the 
subsoil water is receding dangerously. 


in Biharsharif town, the district headquarters of Nalanda district, long 
queves of men, women and children with pitchers in their hands can be 
seen at public taps which are dry most of the time. No effort has been 
made by the State Government during the last three decades to improve the 
water supply in this town. The water mains are undersized and they 

have not been replaced in the last 26 years. 


Hot Springs Dry 


In the famous pilgrim town of Rajagriha, water shortage is so serious that 
the famous hot springs of sulphur water have almost dried up. 


The situation is no better in the contiguous Pawapuri pilgrim town famous 
for its Jain temple. 
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A report from Khagaria town says the population of 30,000 has not received 
water for the past one week for lack of power supply. 


The situation ia particularly grave in the parched countryside of Palamou 
diatrict where human beings, cattle and wildlife are in the grip of a 
terrible water famine, Wild beaate are roaming the jungles in search of 
drinking water as almost all the rivulete and eprings have dried up. At 
least 950 of the 3,213 villages in the district have no source of drinking 
water. The wells in these villages have dried up even before the advent 
of summer, 
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INDIA 


UNION, STATE OFFICIALS DISCUSS DOMESTIC SECURITY 
Police Poste for Minorities 
bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Apr 80 p 9 


|\Text| New Delhi, April — day-long conference of chief secretaries, home 
secretaries and inspectore-general of police of the states and the Union 
territories yesterday recommended that representatives of minorities and the 
scheduled castes should be inducted at all levels of the police force. 


This would help the government to effectively cope with the challenging 
problem of atrocities on Harijans, minorities and other weaker sections 
of society, the meeting felt. 


rhe conference also recommended the imposition of punitive measures in 
areas where atrocities were committed. Law should be suitably amended to 
enforce this recommendation. Punitive fines were imposed on villages to 
cope with serious crimes during British rule. 


it was algo recommended that powers should be given to executive magistrates 
to take preventive measures against incitement to communal and other 
disturbances. 


The meeting, which reviewed the law and order situation in general and communal 
disturbances, class conflicts and atrocities on Harijans and weaker sections, 
in particular, was of the view that the reorganisation of the police force 
with the induction of representatives of minority communities in the lower 
ranks was essential. 


No statistics were, however, given as to what was the strength of minorities 
such as Muslims, Christians and Harijans in the police force. The problem 
was discussed in general terms. 


The Union home secretary, Mr. S.M.H. Burney, who briefed newsmen at the end 
of the meeting, said the various measures were discussed to reorient policy 
attitude to handling of crimes and agitations. Special courses would be 
devised for constables, head constables and sub-inspectors who came in 
contact with the public. 
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While emphasising a change in attitude, the government would ensure an 
improvement in the working conditions of policemen. In thie connection, 
the states were urged to implement the recommendations of the police and 
other commissions, 


Mer. Burney said that the meeting was of the view that special schemes for 
the economic uplift of the echeduled castes and the scheduled tribes should 
be enforced, The amount sanctioned for the special Central assistance for 
uchemes ameliorating the lot of the weaker sections could be considerably 
increased during this year. Last year, Re. 5 crores was earmarked for such 
achemes. 


Mr. Burney claimed that the incidence of communal rioting, atrocities on 
Harijans and weaker sections had gone down since the new government took 
over. He could not cite any data in support of this contention. When 
told that crime showed an upward trend in the capital, Mr. Burney said 
the law and order situation in the capital was not discussed. 


Earlier, the Union home minister, Mr. Zail Singh, who presided over the 
meeting, drew the attention of the participants to the general concern 
over the deterioration of law and order, growing communal and caste con- 
flicts and violence against Harijans and other weaker sections. 


He urged the participants to remedy the situation. He said that the govern- 
ment accorded the highest priority to the economic development of the 
scheduled castes through the mechanism of special component development plans 
for the scheduled castes and the scheduled tribes. 


lie urged the participants to evolve an effective strategy to promote communal 
harmony and restore a sense of security in the public and faith in the 
administration, He referred to the recent guidelines issued by the Centre 

to the states for tightening the administration and the law and other enforce- 
ment agencies and preventing such crimes against members of the weaker 
sections of society. 


Mr. Zail Singh also assured the participants that he had full faith in their 
capacity to carry out the policies of the government. He wanted them to 
convey this feeling to their colleagues in the administration, particularly 
in the police. 


Communal Violence Spreads 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Apr 80 p 9 


{Text} New Delhi, April 4 (UNI)--Communal violence has not remained confined 
to the urban areas as in the past, but has spread to the rural areas also in 
the recent times, according to an official review circulated at the conference 
of the chief secretaries of states and Union territories, which concluded 

here yesterday. 
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The review also revealed that "traditionally peaceful” states and areas had 
aleo been infected by the communal virus, 


Another trend noticed, according to the review, in communal disturbances 
was that the trouble at some places featered over a long period. 


in 1975, there were 205 communal incidents in which 33 people were killed. 


The comparative figure for 1978 and 1979 were 230 and 110 and 297 and 260, 
respectively. 


The states have been advised to post “experienced and tested officers of sound 
judgment and proven ability” as district magistrates and superintendents of 
police in communally-sensitive districts and repose full confidence in them. 
further, controversies over routes of religious processions should be 
anticipated by the local authorities and decided by them in time. 


The review further reveals that while there had been a steady decline in the 
extremist violence till 1977 owing to fragmentation of the extremist movement, 
the extremist-inspired offences began to rise after the release of extremist 
cadres in the middle of 1977. 


The extremist-inspired offences were 69 in 1977, 163 in 1978 and 263 in 1979. 
As many as 15 people had been killed so far this year, against 62 in 1979. 
The worst-affected states in 1979 was Andhra Pradesh with 88 incidents of 
extremist violence, followed by Bihar with 54 incidents, West Bengal 50, 
Tamil Nedu 20, Assam 13 and Tripura with five incidents. 


According to the review, the steady escalation of extremist violence reflected 
the growing appeal of the revolutionary ideology which tended to spread to 
new areas and fields. 


According to the review, the prospects of industrial peace are not bright in 
view of the likely exacerbation of inter-union rivalries. It is feared that 
emergence of pro-extremist trade unions in some industrial complexes of 
Bihar, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra may lend a militant edge 
to labour agitations. 
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MEASURES TO REDUCE COMMUNAL TENSION SUPPORTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Apr 80 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, April 3--The conference of Chief Secretaries, Home 
Secretaries and Inspectors General of Police today endorsed the many sug- 
gestions, made by the Home Ministry for dealing with challenges to law 
and order, particularly steps to forestall and deal with communal dis- 
harmony, caste conflicts and atrocities on Harijans and weaker sections. 


Also, they agreed that the situation created by present scarcities and high 
prices could be tackled by a mix of better supply management and enforcement 
of existing orders in regard to distribution, supply and marketing. 


Today's meeting, inaugurated by the Home Minister Mr Zail Singh, was intended 
to prepare formulations for the conference of Chief ministers and Governors 
of the States, now under President's rule, to be held here on April 8. 


The guidelines, mentioned in an earlier letter of Mr Zail Singh to the State 
Governments for dealing with cases of atrocities were discussed and approved. 


lt was agreed, for instance, that punitive, collective fines be levied in the 
areas which are the scenes of atrocities or other forms of disturbances, that 
police be stationed in affected villages or localities, that there should 

be a review of licensed arms and full-scale steps be taken to flush out 
unlicensed arms, that minimum wages be fixed for agricultural labour and 
payment ensured through administrative action, and that dispu:es connected 
with land ceiling and other agrarian laws be settled expeditiously. 


The account given by the officials from the States, according to the Home 
Secretary, Mr S.M.H. Burney, who briefed correspondents, showed marked 
improvement in the law and order situation, decline in the number of cases 
of atrocities on Harijans and other weaker sections and of communal tension. 


Similarly they noted a moderation in the upward trend of prices because of 
the strictness in enforcing relevant orders and improvement in supplies 

as a result of Lhe efforts of the railways in regard to sugar, edible oils 
and petroleum products. This effort, it was agreed, would have to be 
maintained to inspire confidence among consumers about the Government's 
earnestness. 
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Another suggestion envisaged the setting up of a control room in the Cabinet 
Secretariat here where data concerning the supply position and other 
details about essential commodities be collected to facilitate immediate 
corrective action, 


Vollee Advised to Change Approach 


Stress was also laid on the need for reorienting the approach of the police 
towards the public specially women, children and weaker sections. For this 


the conference commended reorientation courses for constables and sub- 
inspectors. 


Other ideas mooted in the discussions related to improvement of the economic 
condition of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, for which there 
would be provision for special Central assistance, utilisation of the funds 
allotted to the States for upgrading the police force for augmenting its 


strength and follow-up action on the recommendations of the National Police 
Commission. 


The tone for the discussions was set by Mr. Zail Singh who wanted them to 
evolve a strategy to deal with the deteriorated law and order situation, 
growing caste and communal conflicts and violence against Harijans. He 

felt that the “policies pursued during the last three years had given a set- 
back to the efficient honest and hardworking officers. This eroded faith 

in the working of democracy in our country. With the new Government now voted 
to power by a massive majority of the people, it was necessary for the chief 
executives of the states to see that the policies laid down now are 

imp Lemented,”’ 
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ASSAM YOUTH LEAGUE ASKS TRIBAL SAFEGUARDS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 5 Apr 80 p 9 


{Text } 
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NEW DELHI April 4 

The All-Assum Tribal Youth 
ague has come up wih the de 
nd for the amendment of the 
onstitution so that the identity 
"! cul.ure of the trives liv ne 
the plains of the Brahmaputra 
alley can be preserved 


In a memorandum to the Prine 
Minister the Youth League has 
‘alleged that the soc o-economic 
jeondi.ons of the plaing tribes 
have gone from bad to worse as 
a result of the neglect and apathy 
of the Assom adm \istrat on. Mrs. 
‘Gandhi gave the delegation a pa- 
ithent heariig " 

It wan’s the sixth schedule of 
ithe Const tution. which ensures 
‘safeguard, for tribal communities 
‘in the hill aroas extended to the 
‘plains of the Brahmaputra volley 

the Leagues stand by somewna 
(different trom that of the Plat 
(Tribal Council of Assam, whi 
recently revived the demand 
the crea ion of a separate S‘a 
called Uduyachal compris ng 
bal inhobited areas un Assam, 


» The League dots not want 
iS@parate Stute carved out for if 
feels tha, even if such a State is’ 
formed. « large section of the 
bals wll <till be left in 
Hence, it wonts safeguards unde 
‘the Constitu.ion 
The memorandum says that al 
‘though special grants are 
ava lable by the Centre for 
Cconomic gdvancement of the | 
bal ocople there is no provis: 


jn the | Constitution to _Brotect 
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es whie ev: 
nity bas increas 


wants Sew norms to be decided 
ensure that o tribal is shown as 
a tribal by the census enumera- 


Even though according to the: 


1971 census the 


nearly 11 per cent of Assam’'s 
lon only one of Assam's “vt 


ulat 
ok Sabha seats 
the Schedu'ed 


no. 


-ation. 
vet points out how the 
figures have bern man 


Tribes The delim 

tation of the constituencies reser 

ved for the tribals in the State 

Assembly ha been done in such a 

Manner that many of them 
ed — — tribal 


















in numbers. 


tribals const tute 


is reserved for 






















TRIPURA CHIEF MINISTER SEES DISCONCERTING TRENDS 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Apr 80 p 9 


(Text) 


cso: 
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AGARTALA, April 10.—Some “disconcerting” trends 
have been noticed in the law and order situation in Tripura. 
reports UNI quoting the Chief Minister, Mr Nripen 
Chakrabarty. He told the conference of Governors and 
Chief Ministers in New Delhi that there had been an in- 
crease in trend towards divisive and communal (tribal 
versus non-tribal) movements in the State. i 


@ Amra Bangali and a section of Autonomous District Council to 


ok activities of organizations T¥Pt the elections to the Trim) 


sition Tripure U ti held in May or June. 


The State committee of the Con- 
the north. gress (I) had launched 4 “save 
ngladess were matters of | cor: point charter -y TAF 
cern to the State Government. —** LF Gotertorated at 
, places to violent a $ on 
me, AD bela mes & 8* Police and raids on sub-<divisional 
Lan Pio group of the CPI Mb) had and block developement offices. 
nm responsible for a num 1 adds: The rationin stem 
Incidents of murder, dacoity, rob tates ag octane’ Sith com: 
bery, forcible occupation and har- plete breakdown, with the food. 
vesting of land and snatching of grain stock in the State’s Food 
weapons, he said. ration of India godowns 
Mr Chakrabarty, sa'’ the TuJs dwindling to 1.000 tonnes 
resolution perso “ The Chief Minister told report- 
came to Tripura after October 15, ers in Delhi that the State required 
1949, should be treated as “foreign- 11.000 tonnes of foodgrain for its 
ers” might vitiate the good rela estimated 1.7 million population to 
tions between tribals and Nom keep the public distribution sys 
tribals that exist today. tem running. — 
“ ” Mr Chakrabartv met the 
— he Panga ad rae saace he Bierce: Singh Foo 
terday. . 
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INDIA 


NEED FOR LINKAGE BETWEEN RESEARCH BODIES STRESSED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Apr 80 p 6 


[Text] New Delhi, April 3--Prof. M.G.K. Menon, Secretary, Department of 
Science and Technology, has called for greater interaction between the 
different categories of Research and Development institutions to secure 
better results in the transfer of technology from the research laboratory 
to the production units. He was delivering the keynote address at the 
inaugural session of a two-day workshop on "Management and role of R and D 
for Industry," organised by the Indian National Science Academy on Tuesday. 


The workshop has brought together over 100 representatives of R and D 
institutions and industrial establishments to identify and remove the 
factors inhibiting greater utilisation of indigenous technology. 


Dr. A. R. Verma, convener, hoped that the workshop would help get "a total 
view" of the problems of R and D. 


The Academy president, Prof. V. Ramalingaswami, hoped that the workshop 
would be the beginning of a series of such get-togethers between research 
workers and industrialists to be held periodically. The INSA had set up a 
‘science and industry forum’ for this, he said. 


Prof. Ramalingaswami also referred to the imbalances in R and D efforts, 
highlighted in recent studies, and felt that development goals should be 
cought to be achieved through a mix of alternative strategies. 


Prof. Menon, who set the tone for the deliberations, said research work was 
carried on in universities, national laboratories, in-house R and P) units 

in industry and also under the auspices of private foundations. There had 
been a continuing debate on the nature of research each of these categories 
should be engaged in, he said and expressed himself against over-ccompartment- 
alisation. 


In his view, it was important to provide for linkages between the different 
categories of research institutions. The linkage should not only be purely 
in formal organisational level but also in respect of the human element which 
was now missing. 








Elaborating this point, Prof. Menon said there should be mobility of people 
from one set of institution to another. 


Explaining the lopsided development of R and D efforts in the field of 
industry, Prof. Menon said 80 per cent of R and D was based on Central 
Government financing and related to generation of know-how in national 
laboratories while only 10 per cent was accounted for by private sector 
undertaking. 


Performance of Power Plants 


The BHEL R and D chief Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan said a majority of indigenously 
made power plant equipment and systems "are performing less than satisfactorily." 


This he said was partly due to the lack of a strong design engineering and 
development base within the manufacturing industry. 


Engineers were given readymade foreign design books and drawings, but they 
were never asked to learn the “how and why of designs." 


Criticisms about the lack of indigenous R and D achievements were "misplaced," 
he said, adding that such criticisms "lend apparent credibility to further 
dependence on foreign technology." 


Dr Gopalakrishnan deplored the heavily production-oriented attitude that 
provided no incentive for development of new designs. Under such circum- 
stances the continued dependence on foreign technology “is not surprising," 
he said. 


Dr. Gopalakrishnan said there was no dispute about companies guided by 
profit motive, but "they should also have a simultaneous commitment to 
research and indigenous development." 


He warned that unless there is a change in the present attitude "even the 
best R and D teams will not be able to contribute effectively." 


He said the survival of R and D engineers in industry depended on their 
ability to get their views across to the management .--PTI 
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INDIA 


PLAN FOR 21 PERCENT EXPORT GROWTH RATE SUBMITTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Apr 80 p 16 


[Text) New Delhi, April 10 (PTI). An export plan for 1980-81, aiming 
at @ growth rate of 21.31 percent during the year, has been submitted to 
the commerce ministry by the Federation of Indian chambers of commerce 
and industry. 


Eatimating 1979-80 exports at Re 6,100 crores, the envisaged growth rate 
will mean that exports during 1980-81 will touch Rs 7,000 crores. 


The tarvet, ambitious though it may look, is achievable ‘f requisite meas- 
ures ate taken, according to the FICC] president, Mr H.S. ‘inghania. 


The export plan has been prepared by FICCI on the suggestion of the Union 
commerce minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee. 


The growth rate in exports envisaged under the plan compares with the esti- 
mated growth rate of 6.55 percent only during 1979-80. 


ine plan has also identified 41 selected commodities which presently 
account for about 97 percent of total exports and estimated the growth rate 
for each of the product. The items in which export can be stepped up by 
more than 25 percent are groundnut and groundnut extractions, engineering 
,oods, tobacco and tobacco products, iron ore, wool and woolen textiles, 
sanemade fibres, sugar, jute manufactures, basic chemicals and pharmaceu- 
ticals, geme and jewelery, sports goods, raw jute and raw cotton. 


in order to achieve the desired level of exports the plan has outlined a 
number of measures to be taken by the government. They include a suit- 
able provision in the industrial licensing policy for automatic 

growth of five to seven percent per annum for any undertaking. This 
would be over and above the 25 percent expansion at present being allowed. 


Ae a short-term measure it is suggested that there should be a restraint 
on domestic consumption to full export commitments. 








Also, exporting unite should be ensured supply of essential inputs and 
raw materials and for introducing an element of built-in competition, a 
portion of canalised items to be imported or procured, recognised export 
houses should be allowed to import. 


Other measures suggested include an improvement in infrastructure, particu- 
larly in sectors like fuel, power and transport and the provision of export 
finance. 


in the case of export finance the number of suggestions made include lower- 
ing the rate of interest, and setting up a specialised institution. 


Fiscal policies should aleo be suitably modified to give more relief to 
exporters by way of either reduction or waiving of excise duties, enhance- 
ment of the rate of cash compensatory support, facilities for import of 
machinery and equipment and stability in export policy. 


The widening trade deficit--Rs 2,000 crores in 1979-80--it is noted makes 
it imperative that exports are stimulated to the maximum extent possible. 
In 1980-1981 the trade gap may widen further and may reach an all-time 
high of about Rs 3,000 crores when the total import bill may amount to 

Re 10,000 to Rs 10,500 crores. 


Even the gap of Rs 3,000 crores is on the basis of a growth rate of 21.31 


percent in exports, md, if it is not achieved, the gap may even reach 
higher levels. 
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INDIA 


bi) UPNGCAL PXTENDS PENERCOY CONTROL ORDER 


jloutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Apr 80 p | 


btext] The Energy Control Order. in 
trod by the Weet Bengal Gov 
ern in 1977 to restrict th 
wee of electriciiy in industrial e 
tubi has been extended 
rT] ai, 1981. The order ew 
pired on March 31 this year. 


Meanwhile, power cuts contine 
eA in Calcutta on Thure 
Gay afeas were without 


—— 


which was 100 on W 
Ine to 182 MW in mort 
ing. It was expected to be ground 
the 9J 
1 r supply diese! trom 
the ram installation of the 


lndien Ol Corporation affected 
ow » of the gas turbines ai 
atba. The turbines could not be 
opereted |) the mo One tur: 


evening, The Haldia gas turbines, 


ly of from the Damodar 
alley Corporation to steel plants 
and collieries in the valley areas 
and = production continued to 
suffer for the fourth succestive 
» on Thureday The Stee! 
Pients received only 18 WW 
againat the required # MW oo, 
therma Cc. tlalion at aria 


gene only BD MW irom it 


eecond ynit 








INDIA 


MERCHANT FLEET EXPANSION DETAILED 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 10 May 80 p 7 


(text) The rate of expansion of the Indian merchant fleet in the first 
half of 1°79 showed an upward trend in tonnage, but a decline in the number 
of ships. 


According to computations based on the records of registrations with the 
Indian government, the merchant fleet expanded by a gross addition of eight 
vessels of 95,954 tons gross (156,769 dw) and as on July 1, 1979, its 
strength stood at 382 vessels of 5,600,285 tons gross (9,196,622 dw) compared 
to 384 vessels of 5,579,793 tons gross (9,196,622 dw) at the beginning of 
the year. 


The net tonmage addition during the period, after accounting for the 
scrapping of ten vessels of 75,489 tons gross (110,932 dw) was 20,465 
tons gross (45,837 dw). 


Additions to the fleet comprise delivery of three new vessels of 73,077 tons 
gross (121,468 dw) and five second-hand vessels of 286,877 tons gross 
(35,301 dw), 


The add.tions were mainly in overseas trades and only three vessels of 
7,320 tons gross (13,084 dw) were acquired for coastal trading. 


Of the total tommage under the Indian flag on July 1, the public sector 
owned 53,97. Of the five ships acquired during the period for overseas 
trades, four ships of 39,105 tons gross were placed on liner routes and 
one of 49,529 tons gross for carrying bulk cargoes, 


The analysis of the types of ship acquired shows that of the total gross 
registered tonnage of India, dry cargo ships accounted for 30.5%, smaller 
tramps about 9,7°., bulk carriers 23.1), ore oil bulk carriers 15, 5%, 
passenger cum-cargo vessels 1.4% and oil tankers 19.87%, 


The analysis of sliips’ age shows that 33.9% of the total gross tonnage was 


under five years old, 26.6% between five and nine years, 22.9%. between 10 
and 14 years, 8.8). between 15 and 19 years and 7.87 over 20 years, 
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in the overseas trades about 84,47 of the tonnage was below 15 years old 
while 16.1% 0! the coastal fleet was over 20 years and 15,5) between 15 
and 19 years, 


The tonnage on order for Indian shipping companies on July 1 totalled 32 ' 
vessels of 494,960 tons gross (743,439 dw). All ships on order were for 
uverseas operations, 


of the 32 ships, 22 ships of 398,489 tons gross were ordered by the state- 
owned Shipping Corporation of India, three ships of 64,950 tons gross by 
the Scindia Steam Navigation Company, three bulk carriers of 78,000 tons 
gross by India Steamship Company, two ships of 52,000 tons gross by Mogul 
Line and one each of 75,000 tons gross by Ratnaker Shipping and Chowgule 
shipping steamships. 


With the current mini-boom in the international freight market, the price 
of second-hand ships has risen sharply and very few are being offered for 
sale, 


According to shipping industry sources, this is a complete reversal of the 
situation which existed about a year ago, when one could acquire old vessels 
without any difficulty at a reasonable price, 


These sources say that prices of second-hand ships have become prohibitive 
and thece is virtually a scramble for them, Deals are often closed within 
a few days of an offer, 


Some of the Indian shipping companies who were in the market for the purchase 
of second-hand vessels have been left out in the cold because they could 
not secure the Indian government's clearance. 


They say this takes a minimum of two months. 


Because of the unexpected improvement in freight market conditions, the 
world's idle tonmmage had drastically come down to about eight million tons 
gross from a record 24m four years ago. 


Experts say that this change in the situation has led to substantial 
reduction in the scrapping rate of old ships. All these factore have 
bolstered the market for second-hand ships. 


The indian shipping industry feels it has been missing a good opportunity 
of acquiring second-hand vessels to take advantage of the current freight 
market situation, 


Apart from early clearance, it wants the government to drop the condition 
that every acquisition of a foreign vessel must be accompanied by a matching 
order for a vessel on the indigenous shipyard. 








This condition should be kept in abeyance, at least for the time being, 
owners feel, If this is not done, the growth of Indian tonnage would lag 


behind its target, 
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INDIA 


MORE OVERSEAS JOBS CAUSE RISE IN PASSPORT QUERIES 
Kombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Apr 80 p 4 


[Text] Bombay, April 5--There is likely to be a 10 per cent increase in 
the demand for passports this year, said the regional passport officer, 
Me DD. K,. Kudtarkar, here today. 


Addressing a news conference this morning he said that increase in employ- 
ment opportu,ities, particularly in some of the West Asian countries, 
wcounted for the rise in demand for passports. An interesting point made 

y bim was that during the last one year or so the “venue of employment” 
vad shilted from the U.A.E. to Saudi Arabia. Also, countries like Libya, 
Vatar and Oman had begun to attract Indian workers. 


lhe passport office at Worli, which reminds one of an overcrowded lounge 
t the airport, issues anything between 600 and 700 passports daily, of 
which nearly 60 per cent were for the West Asian countries. In January 
vad February this year nearly 14,000 passports had been issued and the 
‘igure for March stood at 15,000. Bombay is the largest passport and 
migration office in India and the maximum number of passports and emigra- 
t tor jearances are issued from this citv, he said. 


Number of Emigrants 


Kudtarkar said that between January and March this year nearly 11,055 
workers were permitted to emigrate to the UAE. The figures for some of 
the other countries are: Saudi Arabia (18,230), Oman (2,053), Iraq (3,823), 
Kuwait (499) and Libya (701). 


in 1974, the passport office received 87,918 applications, out of which 
£5,207 had been granted passports. In 1979, 1,78,570 applications were 
received, out of which 1,70,289 had been granted passports. [figures as 
orinted | 


Mr. Kudtarkar said that the procedure for applying for passports had been 
onsiderably simpli’'ied durine the last few years. According to the fresh 
ruies, MPs, MlAs and MLCs car sign the verification certificates. The 
necessary inquiries through local authorities are completed by this office 

and passports are issued by this within a period of three to four weeks. If 
assports are urgently needed they are issued in a day. 
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The passport and emigration office also thus to ensure that Indian workers 


were not exploited by their employers abroad or their agents. [sentence 
as printed) 


Unscrupulous Agents 


Thanks to some unscrupulous agents, 17 Indian workers are at the moment 
stranded in Cairo and 10 in Libya. Mr. Kudtarkar regrettec that at times 
the passport forms were submitted incomplete. "This delays the issuance 
of passports," he said. Not many, moreover, were prepared to say whether 
they had been convicted in a court or not, he said. 


Mr. Kudtarkar appealed to all future emigrants to make sure that the 
various appointment letters and service contracts were genuine. Also 

if one has been offered a job abroad by a recruiting agent in India, one 
has to ensure that the organisation has been approved by the passport office. 


For further details persons have been requested to contact the public 


relations officer or protector of emigrants or the regional passport officer 
or passport officer at the passport office at Worli. 
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INDIA 


PER CAPITA FOREIGN DEBT PLACED AT 200 RUPEES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Apr 80 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, April 4--India's total external debts as on the first day 
of this year stood at Rs. 12,339 crores. This means that every Indian owes 
to a foreign government or agency Rs. 200, 


The list of India's creditors is topped by the International Development 
Agency with a total of Rs. 3,313.98 crores followed by the US (Rs. 2,640.92 
crores), West Germany (Re. 1,508.62 crores), Britain (Rs. 890.15 crores), 
Japan (Rs. 826.15 crores), Iran (Rs. 781.39 crores), The International 
Bank of Reconstruction and Development (Rs. 570.11 crores), The Netherlands 
(Rs. 407,27 crores), Camada (Rs. 366.23 crores) and France (Rs. 328.06 crores). 


Of the communist countries, India owes Rs. 179 crores to the Soviet Union, 
Re. 31.74 crores to Czechoslovakia, Rs. 10.87 crores ti Hungary and 
Re. 7.85 crores to Poland. 


Of some interest are the loans given by the Abu Dhabi fund for Arab economic 
development, Kuwait fund for Arab economic development, and Saudi fund for 
development. The Abu Dhabi FAED has extended a loan of Rs. 13.6 crores for 
financing a part of the cost of the Garhwai Rishikesh Chila hydro-electric 
project ja U.P. The loan carries an interest of four per cent per annum 

and is repayable in 20 years including a grace period of five years. 


Kalinadi Project 


Kuwait's FAED has given a loan of approximately Rs. 40 crores to assist in 
the financing of the Kalinadi hydro-electric project in Karnataka. It has 
also extended a loan of about Rs. 25 crores for the Kopili hydro-electric 
project in Assam and Megnalaya. 


The Saudi dev i> vent fund eas extended a loan of Rs. 80 crores to assist 
in financing the Sriseilam and Nagarjunasagar power project in Andhra Pradesh. 


The OPEC special fund set up by oil producing countries has given a loan of 
Rs. |7 crores as balance of payment support. The loan is initially to be 
used for imports and the counterpart funds thus generated will be used for 
financing the cost of the first phase of the Singraud super thermal power 
station. The loan is interest free but is subject to a service charge of 
O.5 per cent per annum aad is repayable in 25 years, including a grace 
period of five years. 
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INDIA 


REPORT LISTS TTEMS UNDER 1980-198] EXPORT CONTROL POLICY 
New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 3 Apr 80 p 7 

brext] 

The following items have been content exceeding five per 


canalised under tie expor! poliev certain types of gypsam,. 





‘eA. ed magnesite with alle⸗ of V 
Raga ae | of ime per cont ond shove, emr- and parts witl be ilowed on me 
Onions, HPS gr yw ses yy). cinchona - — of Haryana, ongole, git 
wmme seed, ciger cecd, potato alkaloids cinchona Export 
eds ané=—soon,s Beds; shellac, od an! and kankréj breeds of cattie and 


seediac bul oalac§ and = other 


. 
; 
| 
| 


torms of lac; castor oil, molasses, 

ce oiled rice bran, de olled ground. «UL, documentary filme amd M4 stad ceiling and it will be chan- 
hu. coke (extra activa); solvent = Vertisements Afims. nelised through the Indian Dairy 
extracted cottonseed cakes (decor Some of the other items pu Corporation. 

ticated and «ndecorticated); ce | fF {gi are Fishmeal with less than 50 per 
ment, iron ore except iron ore of yarn, than cxrpet yar, cent protein contents will not be 
Goa origin when exported to J@ manufactured from imported weol allowed for export,, but exports 
pan, South Korea, Tsiwan and goat a. heir belting, will be allowed where the pro- 
West Europe. Bengal deshi cotton, certain mis- tein content is more than 60 per 
Menganese ores, barytes, chro cellaneous fibres, soft coltun cent within a limited ceding. 
me ores and goncentrates, mica waste, ertton yarn of all types in of pure milk gies wi 
coal and coke, naphtha and moter covnts as above as well as tyre el wihis a cefling, on 
spirit, lemongrass oil, exposed = cord yam, handloom striped bed Grvcome, firs-served besla It 
cinematographic film (feature spreads except exports to UE. also be allow to be export- 
filens), videotaped cinema films Handloom cloth of lungi desiga ed through STC within « ceiling. 
including cassettes all categories of non4est colours excepteexports While, basmati rice and other 
of semi-processed jides and skims to UK bleeding Medras, exports Gne and superfine varieties of rice 
raw jute, mesta and ji te cuttings, to EEC member countries of tex-| cil te Sewed fer Giges elite 
footwear, iron and stee], other tiles made fram cottor, wool and open general licence, coarse 
than cast iron pipes and fittings, man~made fibre which are subject will be allowed to be exported 
ferro alloys, ferrous scrap rail to quantitative restraints, export through State cnd Central Govers. 
way wagons, nssenger cosches to USA of textile made from cot- ment agencies only. 

and locomotives ton, wool and mip-made fibres In the case of vegetcble olts, 
Items transferi:d° from the (excluding jute, slik and fisx) mustard oil will be allowed to be 
restricted list to open general which are subject ‘> quantitative exported on merits, export of, 
licence include buffaloes not used restraims, coir and _.ir producta, rapeseed of] will not be allowed. 
for breeding ard drought pur hand-woven wollen carpets, silver Seasame seed oi] exports will be 
poses, buffalo neat, certain types manufactures having silver com Wlowed on merits. 

of marine products, live frogs tent not exceeding 10 per cent of In the case of ail 

eggs fresh fruits, potatoes, card» the FPOB value of the manufactur =f? he. case of lll or products 
moms, cumin seeds, turmeric, ed products and silver coins. ver content, on te low. 
tresh ginger, dried chillies, foot automobile sector, © 64 subject to the « 


In the " 
af 


kbandsari , gur, tobsecca, general licence in the case 
hauxtie with fees ther 40 par com icles 


commercial vehic! including 
alumrtme conten: but with allies mini-bases, vans and chassis for 








Export of all olueninium condue- 
tory antl steel-reiuforeed  alumi- 
nium conductors will be allowed 
only vo» a pert of projec! contract. 

De-corticaled coconut whole 
will he allowed to be exported 
only within a ir. Hed ceiling, sub 
ject to a minimum FOB value of 
Re 24 per kg. 
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SOVIET=<SPONSORED ENGINEERING UNIT UNVERUTILIZED 

Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 6 Apr 80 pp 1, 7 
lArticle by M. H. Jadhav] 

Text | RANCHI, April 5&.—The public 


sector He⸗ ring Co a- 
tion, uate » 

Nehru to design and produce plant 
and equipment for the nation’s 


steel industry, is one of the big- 
nee endnccting workshops in the 

This reminder ts necessary for 
those who matter in the nation’s 


ning because, n is not 
like eny other fe sector unit. 
lt ts » workshop with muse Capa: 
cites which have, over years, 


remained urutilized. and 
more important, 18 can 
never have a “ than 
the HEC. even Wf it to 


* des! rome plant and 
0 gn 
ejuipment ‘or Indis’s — 
—A to reach million 


tonnes in the of 10 years. 
From 1966 & ant the Govern- 
ment did not dec‘de on any fresh 
nation’s 


proposa! to expan the 
steel industry. The decisions on 
the Bokero and Bhik: plants and 
thelr expansion were, taken pricr 
to 1966. But for emall asd resicual 
orders from Bokaro and Bhilai, 
HEC is still awaiting from the Go 
voducea dod — 
uc ° 
ihe reoult has been that the huge 
capecities in HEC's iron 
foundry, heavy mac tools 
plants. heavy machine beliding 
plant and the shu-thousand- 
vdraulic press have retial un. 
utilized for years. The workshoe 
aeo hes the capecity to 
rubling mil) 
be, remeine. mostly 
The successive ma 
come to | hed ho 


rs whe 


but to d and take jobs 
to keep its 14 ~ oon 
force of men w g. This 
brough: relief to HEC. orders 


from defence, atomic energy. ral) 
“ays, cement fertilirer coal and 
chemics) industries. However, such 










: 
f 





“Imports of capital 
starved it of orders of 
100 crores. They also 
yy -g ~ RA 
° 

SS SS 
create a , A 
among wW 

orders, and conse- 


i 
: 
i 


to me that “we 
we do not really 
have managers and tech 
nical The Governument 


does not sanction technica! man- 


INDIA 








power to HEC becwuse it has no 
orders, Mie Nae resulted 
losing tts credibity In fact, it does 
not have eny tation as a reli- 
avie supplier, It has yet to prove 
that it 2 aren 
st Seer Sic a 
orders it ther delaned t 
‘utes considerably or 
them t other 2 or 
ties Often ee ported t 
vod equipment, A. which 
oo ders were placed with tt. for * 
execution, When questioned on 
these the HPC euthorities had 
Teally 90 anewer 

Knowledgeable authorities. who 
feel that thie great national asset 
should oot be allowed to be wast- 
|, suggest thet the Government 
appoint a high -powcred committee 
© technoera and engineers to 
cratust a ates ML roe} 
HEC's operations 
that the Government should take 
urgent measures to bring 4 sense 
of discipline among workers and 
thelr unions, so that they give 
their day's honest work and intro 
duce a system of reward and 
pinishment 
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STEEL PRODUCTION UP DESPITE SHORTAGES 
(Hi STATESMAN in English 11 Apr 80 pp 1, 9 
by M.W. Jadhav] 


Bhilai, April 10.--The 25-year-old public sector Bhilai plant with 
teel technology of the fifties, has done far bette: in 1979-80 than 
ighly sophisticated Bokaro plant in terms of saleavle output and 
ite management of reduced power availability and shortage of coal. 


okaro plant, which is most favoured by the Government and the Steel 

rity of india and has the finest blast furnaces and the latest oxy- 

rocess, could have done better than the other two plants at Bhilai and 
1 if a little more attention was paid to the handling of power and 


resources 


nil lion-tonne capacity Bhilai steel plant produced 1.7/7 million 
of saleable steel in 1979-80, 90% of the SAIL target, whereas Bokaro 
reach 687 of the annual plant target. 





The Bhilei plant dispatched tential to roll out 12 million ton- 
169,000 tonnes of tested rails to nes of steel of various 
the Railways, 16% more than widths thicknesses. add’. 
1976-74 It rolled rimming steel tional 1.5 million tonnes annual 
the form of wire crude stee! will be produced by 
of 22.700 tonnes 11% more than in modern convertor 
the 4 unlike te hes 
515.000 tonnes of furnaces. It will have the latest 

; casting techniques which Bokaro 

The Rourkela does not have. The new technology 
steel plants competed will substantially reduce the cost of 
«elves in the maintenance of their production and raise the yield of 
plants with the up to date mecha- saleable steel 
vical and electrical workshops. The project authorities said that 
Their upkeep and cleanliness in the tempo of construction activity 
the plant is notable. It is believable of the expansion wes maintained 
that they could have done still in 19790 despite 2 shortage 
better bed they received adequate ot diese! ol) and cement. The work 
power. of ing inthe = oa ~ in = 

The product mix of the Bhilal swing in SS — 
plant comprises heavy — shop. plant and ml the 
rails. rods and bers amounting to po. er plant. In the = he 
17 million tonnes of saleable two main stands had been 

-unually. > oa oa © and the third stand would be com 
peing raised four ton- pleted by the end of June this 
nes A heavy plate mill is being year. Some trials of the roll tabic 


set up The mil will have the po- carried out in the cur 
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COFFEE FOR USSR--Moscow, April 4=-India has agreed to a Soviet proposal for 
concluding 4 long-term contract for the supply of coffee and has suggested 
that USSR consider joining the International Coffee Agreement to facilitate 
the fulfilment of euch a long term commitment. The Chairman of the Indian 
Coffee board, Mr. Venkataratnam, who concluded his discussions with repre- 
sentatives of the Soviet import organisation here yesterday, said he would 
draft outlines of an agreement incorporating these proposals for considera- 
tion of the Soviet side. Mr. Venketaratnam and representatives of the 
Soviet import organisation signed documents for the supply of 20,000 tonnes 
of indian coffee for the curtent year. This represents roughly a third of 
Seviet ‘nien's total import of coffee from various sources and a third of 
india’'s own coffee exports. The Soviet side has also indicated interest in 
buying sore coffee from India this year and has suggested that the annual 
supply be raised to 25,000 tonnes in the next five years. India also supplies 
about 1,000 tonnes of soluble coffee and has offered to raise thie substan- 
tially in the coming years.--PTI [Madras THE HINDU in English 5 Apr 80 p 5) 





TAMIL NADU CONGRESS OFFICERS-—-New Delhi, April 4--The new Congress (1) unit 
in Tamil Nadu will have two Vice Presidents and four General Secretaries. 

ite new Executive will have 36 members and there will be 15 special invitees. 
The few names approved by the Party President, Mre. Indira Gandhi, were 
announced today. Mr. M. P. Subramaniam was named the new PCC (I) chief some 
days ago. The new office-bearers are: Vice-Presidents: Messrs. 

“. Palaniyandi and Akbar Basha; General Secretaries: Messrs 

S. R. Balasubramanian, N.S.V. Sithan, R. P. Ulaganambi and Abdul Khader; 
freasurer: Mr T. M. Kaliyannan. Executive Committee: Messrs 

R. Venkataraman, BR. V. Swaminathan, G. Karuppaiah Moopenar, K. Rajaram Naidu, 
A.P.C. Veerababu, L. Elayaperumal, G. Ramanujam, A. Subramaniam, K. T. 
Kosalram, Theerthagiri Gounder, A. Senapathi Gounder, K. Ramanurthy, 

Demmie, L. S. Gopalakrishnan, Jeevarathine Mudaliar, A. R. Marimuthu, 

P. M. Kuppusamy, S.K.T. Ramachandran, Haja Sherif Nellai Ibrahan, 

Sundara Pandiyan, Rajasekaran, R. Muthukmehnan, V. P. Veerappan, Alagiri, 
A.R.P. Alagirieamy, N. K. Ramalingam, Sriramulu, Thangavelu, R. S. Pandiyan, 
A. K. Shanmughaeundaram, League Munusamy, Mre. Chandrasekar, Mre. V. 
Jayalakehmi and Zeenat Sherfuddeen. Special invitees: Messrs. M. 
Bhakthavatsalam Sellappandiyan, Bhagavandas Reddiar Martin, Jagavirapandiyan, 
Thangabalu and Smt Vijayalakehmi Presidents of the Harijan Cell, Minorities 
Cell, Women's Cell, Labour Cell, Lawyers’ Cell, Youth Congress, Student 
Congress and Shivaji Rasikar Mandram. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 

> Apr 80 p 12) 











OVERWING MISSILES INSTALLED--New Delhi, May l2=-India is likely to become 
the first country to use air-to-air missiles on the overwing--rather then 
underwing--pylone of a jet f aircraft, published reports said today, 
(he reports quoting Indian Defence Ministry sources said defence experte 
had successfully f(tted Franch Matra R500 missiles to the overwing pulone 
of the British Jaguar deep penetration aircraft, "The inetallation...has a 
tremendous application in future,..The Jaguar will become the first aircraft 
in the world to have overwing @iesiles in an operational mode,” the reports 
eaid.--ArP (Text) (Karachi DAWN in English 13 May 80, p 17 






DEFENSE SECRETARY DIES=-New Delhi, April 10: Mr Jitendra A. Dave, defence 
secretary, paseed away this afternoon at hie residence following a cardiac 
arrest. The 5/?-year-old LAS official assumed charge of his present post 

in July, 1979. Several top functionaries of the government, the three serv- 
tce chiefs and others called at the residence of Mr Dave to offer condo- 
lences to the family. He is survived by hie wife and two daughters. Born 
in Simla in 1923, he joined the IAS in 1947. Hie first posting was in Orissa. 
He had subsequentiy held several top positions, including those of deputy 
commissioner, Delhi corporation, general manager of Delhi Transport Under- 
taking, managing director of food corporation and chief secretary of Orissa. 
te was communications secretary when he was transferred as defence secretary. 
[Excerpt) [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Apr 80 p 1) 


FALL IN ENGINEERING EXPORTS--New Delhi, April 10: The engineering exports 
during 1979-80 did not touch even Re 650 crores, recording a deciine in per- 
formance compared to the previous year. According to the Association of 
indian Engineering Industry, production performance of the engineer ing 
industry was extremely poor on account of the nonavailability of irputs. 
Against a growth of 13.5 percent in 1978, the rate of growth was nil in 
1979. While power shortage has hit the industry, it is aleo unable to 
use its captive generation capacity because of nonavailability of diesel. 
Power shortage wae acute in UP, Karnataka, Orissa, Goa, Bihar, West Bengal 
and Maharashtra, .© association said. [Excerpt] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 11 Apr 60 p 11) 


STATES’ COAL RESERVES--New Delhi, April 10: Coal reserves of 1,548 million 
tonnes have been established in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
West Bengal by the Mineral Exploration Corporation, a public-sector under- 
taking. The reserves comprise 930 million tonnes of noncoking coal and 
618 million tonnes of coking coal. During the first ten sonths of 1979-60, 
the MEC carried out extensive drilling, geological and interpretation work 
in 39 blocks in the four states. One of the gajor activities of the MEC 

is exploration of coal for the subsidiary companies of Coal India Limited. 
it has recently taken up coal exploration in the Ramnagar colliery ares 

on behalf of Steel Authority of India Limited. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 11 Apr 80 p 16) 
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JANATA LEADED DLES=-Patna, April S=-Mr Ramanand Tiwary, the 72-year-old 
Janate leader, died here today after a prolonged illness, reports PTI, He 
will be given 4 State funeral at 4 p.m. tomorrow, Mr Tiwary, « former 
M.P. and @ former Police Minister of Bihar, was suffering from facial 
paralysis, He is survived by a wife, three sone and 4 daughter. UNI adde: 
Thousands of supporters filed past the body which lay in state at the 
Shrikrishnapuri residence, Among those who paid him tribute were the 
Governor, Mr A. RK. Kidwai, the Chief Secretary Mr P. P. Natyer, senior 
police officers and the former Chief Minister and Congress (1) leader, 


Mr jagannath Mishra. (Text) [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in Poglieh 
6 Ape 80 p }) 


PARTY CONFERENCE CLOSES=<-Mr Tridib Chaudhury, M.P., was re-elected general 
secretary of the Revolutionary Socialist Party at ite national conference 
which ended in Calcutta on Friday. The conference also elected a 23-member 
central committee. The committee wae directed to continue negotiations with 
Kerala RSP about 4 merger and submit 4 report at a special conference of 

the party to be held in November. In 4 resolution on the international 
situation, it was stated that although Marx had envisaged that the “toil ing 
people” would take advantage of the contradictions in the “capitalist world,” 
in fact it was the “capitaliet-imperialiste” who were now taking advantage 
of the contradictions in the socialist camp. These contradictions had been 
caused oy the hostile relations between the Soviet Union and China. The 
resolution has suggested the formation of a Revolutionary Socialist inter- 
national in line with the First, Second and Third Communist Internationals 
to advance the cause of world revolution. The Comintern was disbanded in 
1943. [Text] [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 13 Apr 80 p 3) 


PLANNING COMMISSION MPMBERS--Mr Mohammed Fazal and Dr Manmohan Singh, 

two new members of the Planning Commission, assumed office on Monday. Dr 
Manmohan Singh has aleo been named planning secretary. Mr Fazal will be 
in charge of the departments of industry, sinerals, power and energy, and 
transport and communications. Project appraisal and monitoring will also 
be part of his responsibilities. Dr Singh was earlier secretary, economic 
atfaire in the ministry of finance, and Mr Fazal the chairman of the public 
‘ector Engineering Projects India (Ltd) as aleo the chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Public Enterprises, the apex body of the public undertak- 
ings in the country. Mr Fazal is a former secretary (industrial development) 
of the Government of India. [Text] [New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 

8 Apr 80 p 5) 


FLNANCE MINISTRY SECRETARY--Mr R.N. Malhotra on Monday took over as secre- 
tary, department of economic affairs, in the Union Finance Minierry, reports 
PTl. We succeeds Dr Manmohan Singh, who has become a member of the Planning 
Commission. [Text] [New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 8 Apr 80 p 8) 
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NEW PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER--New Delhi, April 5 (UNI)==Dr, M.S. Swaminathan 
today took over as member of the planning commission. We will aleo function 
as the commission's acting deputy chairman, Dr. Swaminathan relinquished 
charge a8 agriculture secretary, Other members of the commission, 

vt, Manmohan Singh and Mr. Mohammed Pagal, are expected to assume office on 
Monday. Dr. Manmohan Singh will be the member<secretary of the commission. 
Mr. Faeal wae formerly chairman of Engineers Project India Limited, a 
public-sector undertaking. PTI adda: Mr. 5. 8. Purd today took over as 
secretary, department of agriculture and co-operation in the Mintatry of 
Aaticulture. Win previous appointment was that of secretary, planning 
cominuivn. [Text) [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Apr 80 p 15) 


BOMBAY CENSUS BEGINS~-Bombay, April 11: The 198) ceneus operations have 
started in the Bombay Municipal Corporation area. it will be conducted 

in two phases--housel isting and housenumbering between April and May 1980 
and an enumeration programme in February-March 1981, according to a munici- 
pal prees release here today. According to the release, enumeratorse were 
at present engaged in the preliminary arrangements for the houselisting 
programme, under this scheme all houses, irrespective of what type they 
were, would be given census numbers to “prepare a frame for the 1981 cen- 
sus.” Census schedules would be filled up by each enumerator by visiting 
various houses. An interesting aspect of this programme was that, perhaps 
for the first time, details would be collected about the number of physi- 
cally handicapped residing in each house. What was, however, important 
was that the types of physically handicapped to be covered were "the 
totally blind, totally crippled and totally dumb,” the release said. 
Equally interesting was the fact that information was also being collected 
about the different types of enterprises in the country. The release 
stated that “certain types of agricultural enterprises and enterprises of 
nonagricultural nature will be covered.” Efforts would also be made to 
find out whether the job was seasonal or perennial, the number of persons 
employed, the social group of the owner and so on. Different office estab- 
lishmentse, religious, social and philanthropical institutions were also 
expected to be covered. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

i2 Apr 80 p 15) 


ATTACK ON COMMUNISTS--Imphal, April 4 (UNI)--The People's Revolutionary Party 
of Kamgleipak (PREPAK) has owned responsibility for killing the Manipur 
Communist Party leader, Mr. Bira Singh, and attacking the legislative assembly 
speaker, Mr. T. K. Ranbir Singh, and former chief minister, Mr. Mahammad 
Allimuddin. In a statement published in local newspapers today, the party 
said the people's court of PREPAK had found Mr. Singh guilty of betraying 

the people. The statement added that Mr. Ranbir Singh and Mr. Mahammad 
Allimuddin had also committed “crimes” against the people when they were 

in power. The statement said the people's court of PREPAK had awarded the 
death penaity to some “enemies.” [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 

in English 5 Apr 80 p 1) 
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PAKISTAN VISA REQUIREMENTS=--New Delhi, April 4 (PT1)=<Indiane intending 
to vieit Pakistan would have to submit visa applications three monthe in 
advance, according to the Pakistan embassy here, The step had been taken 
to facilitate prior verification, an embasey presse release today said. 
Last year, more than 60,000 visas were issued by the embassy to Indians, 
many of them on the same day the applications were made. However, it 

wae found on verification that gany applicants had given fictitious names 
and addresses, the release says. It aleo saye that Indiane wishing to 
vieit Pakistan should ensure they have money to cover the journey. The 
applicante can secure the visas by mail also, says the release, [Text 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Apr 80 p 9) 


NEW BOMBAY MAYOR--Bombay, April 3--Mr. Baburao Hari Shete, 51, was elected 
mayor of Bombay at a meeting of the municipal corporation today. He polled 
92 votes against 47 secured by Mr. T. G. Solanki (Con-I). One vote was 
invalid. [Excerpt] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Apr 80 p 1) 


AIR-INDIA DIRECTOR--Bombay, April 3--Mr. Raghu Raj took over as chairman 

and managing Director of Air-India here today. He brings to his post wide 
and varied experience in both banking and management. Having started his 
career in the National City Bank of New York, London, in 1937, he has 

since been associated with various banks in India and has had a distinguished 
record of success over the years. In 1963, he joined Union Bank of India 

as its deputy general manager and 12 years later, became ite chairman and 
managing director. He was largely responsible for the record growth of the 
bank. In 1976, he was appointed chairman and managing director of the re- 
structured Industrial Development Bank of India. During his tenure at 

IDB, the bank experienced phenomenal growth. He retired in 1977. In 

luly, 1978, Mr. Kaghu Ka) wae invited to become chairman of Sylvania 6 
\axman Ltd. by leading financial institutions like IPCI, IDBI and ICICI, 
which were concerned at the poor financial state of this company. Mr. Raghu 
kaj was responsible for putting the company back on ite feet. He has been 
vice-chairman of the Northern India Chamber of Commerce and Industries, a 
member of the Board of Trade, government of India, and director of the 
Agricultural Finance Corporation of India. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 4 Apr 80 p 3) 


ISLAMIC STUDIES INSTITUTE--Bombay, April 3--For the scientific study of 
Islam an institute has been set up with its headquarters at Bombay. This 
was disclosed by Mr. Asghar Ali Engineer, co-ordinator, Institute of 

Islamic Studies, at a press conference here today. “he institute would 
undertake studies of various Muslim societies at different stages of growth, 
undertake Islamic studies in the light of modern social sciences and discuss 
problems of Muslims in those countries where they were in a minority, 

among other things, he said. At the inauguration of the institute, a two-day 
seminar will be held on “Islam and the modern world” at the Saboo Sidique 
Polytechnic hall on April 5 and 6 at which a number of scholars in the field 
of Islamic studies will participate. Among the subjects to be discussed are 
the concept of Islamic state, the influence of Greek philosophy on Islamic 
theology and the Islamic penal code and its relevance today. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Apr 80 p 3) 
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CONGRESS (1) ELECTION OBSERVERS=-New Delhi, April 3--The Congress (1) high 
command today appointed AICC (1) observers for the nine states where assembly 
elections are due, It aleo announced the admission into the party of the 
ex-deputy chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Mr. Ram Niwas Mirdha, The AICC (1) 
obeervers for the states are as follows: Maharashtra--Mr. Satpal Mittal, M.P., 
Madhya Pradesh=--Mre. Pratibha Singh, M.P., Gujarat--Mre Rajendra Kumari 
hajpai, M.P., Uttar Pradesh=-Mr. Ram Lal, chief minister of Himachal 

Pradesh; Bihare-Mr. G, L. Dogra, M.P., Oriesa--Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
M.P., Rajasthan--Mr, Hard Neth Mishra, M.P., Punjab--Mr. Dinesh Chandra 
Swamy, M.P., and Tamil Nadu--Mr, AM. Ram Gopal Reddy, M.P. [Excerpt] 

|Hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Apr 80 p 5) 


PUSHPAK TRAINER AIRCRAPT=-New Delhi, April 3 (UNI)--The Union government 

has decided to phase out the 15-year-old Hindustan Aeronautice-built Pushpak 
with a modern trainer aircraft for the flying clubs. According to official 
sources, an experts committee led by the civil aviation director-general, 

Ait Marshal Jafar Zaheer, has recently sent a report to the government on 
the chotce of he new trainer. It was submitted along with another report 
on the choice of an aircraft for the third-level air services in the country. 
Names of both the aircraft recommended could not be ascertained, but in the 
case of the trainer, it has been stated that it would be capable of aerobatics. 
The Pushpak is a simple pistot.-engine primary trainer. There are me 90 
Pushnake with 25 flying clubs in the country. [Text] [Bombay THE \1.MES OF 
INDIA in English 4 Apr 80 p 18) 


KERALA POWER EXPORT--Trivandrum, April 3--Kerala will supply the maximum 
quantum of power to Karanataka through the present Idukki-Mysore line, 
according to an agreement reached between the two States here today. 
Besides, the possibility of supplying more power to Karnataka via Tamil Nadu 
will also be explored. The Chief Minister of Karnataka, Mr. R. Guadu Rao, 
held discussions today in this regard with the Kerala Chief Minister, 

Mr. &. K. Nayvanar, and the Electricity Minister, Mr. R. Balakrishna Pillai. 
Briefing newsmen after the conference, Mr. Balakrishna Pillai said an agree- 
ment to supply 1,000 million units to Karnataka during the current water 
year (July 1979 to June 1980) at the rate of 23 paise per unit was 

already in vogue. Now 3.6 to 3.9 million units of power was being given 
every day accordingly. The present agreement was to enhance the supply to 
the maximum extent possible, and the additional power supplied would be 
charged at the rate of 28 paise per unit as in the case of Tamil Nadu. The 
supply would start immediately. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 

4 Apr 80 p 9) 





MIRDHA TO CONGRESS (1)--New Delhi, April 3--The Congress (U) leader and former 
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Mr. Ram Niwas Mirdha today joined the 
Congress (1). Mr. Mirdha had written a letter to the Party President, 

Mrs. Indira Gandhi expressing his desire to join the Congress (I) .--UNI 

[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Apr 80 p 9) 
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BIHAR CHIEF SECRETARY--Patna, April 2--The Bihar Government in a major 
administrative shake-up yesterday appointed Agriculture Development 
Commissioner P. ?, Nayyar as the Chief Secretary. Mr Nayyar succeeds 

Mr. L. Dayal, who was posted as managing director of the State Finance Corpor- 
ation. Mr Ram Upadesh Singh, managing director, Bihar State Finance Corpora- 
tion, has been appointed as chairman-cum-managing director, Bihar State 
Agro-Industries Corporation. Mr Maheshwar Patra, district magistrate, 
Sitamarhi has been transferred and posted as district magistrate, Nawda, 

Mr S. M. Hasnain, joint secretary, Food, Civil Supply and Commerce Depart- 
ment, has been posted as district magistrate, Sitamarhi. The posting 

of Mr Mahesh Prasad, as district magistrate, Nawada, has been cancelled. 
[Text] |New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 3 Apr 80 p 4) 


SOLAR HYDROGEN RADIATION--Bangalore, April 2 (PT1)--Experiments conducted 

by the Indian Institute of Astrophysics during the 16 February solar eclipse 
has confirmed the emission of radiation from hydrogen in corona. This was 
atated by Dr J. C. Bhattacharyya, National coordinator for eclipse study and 
Deputy "irector of the institute. According to an old theory, the emission 
of radiation did not exist but experiments conducted by the Institute 
indicated the emission. This was confirmed during observation of the total 
solar eclipse he told PTI today. Dr. Bhattacharyva said that a series of 
photographs obtained through a narrow band filter centres on the red line 

of hydrogen confirmed the earlier results announced by the Indian team 

from their photographs taken during the total solar eclipse in Me> ican 
region in March 1970, about the presence of ‘fraunhofer' lines in the 

solar corona. The institute had also obtained evidence of shortlived 
eruptions in corona (corona transient). [Text] [New Delhi THE PATRIOT 

in English 3 Apr 80 p 5] 


DEFENSE FQUIPMENT CONTRACT--Trivandrum, April 11 (PTI) ithe Kerala State 
Electronics Development Corporation (KELTRON) has undertaken to manufacture 
some of the important defence equipment now under development by Navy in 
the fleld cf electronics. The corporation today embarked on this vital 
programme with the signing of a development contract for a training aid 
with the Naval Physical and Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL) Cochin. The 
order will be executed by KELTRON counters, Sreekaryam, with the support 
of KELTRON's Electronic Research and Development Centre at Trivandrum. 
The total value of the order will be more than Rs one crore, according to 
a KELTRON press release. The contract was signed in the presence of 
Minister of Industries, P.C. Chacko, by K.P.P. Nambiar, Chairman and 
Mauaging Director of KELTRON and Dr Srinivasan, Director, NPOL, Cochin. 
Commodore Ramachandra of the Indian Navy, Chief Adviser to KELTRON on 
Defence projects, was also present. [Text] [New Delhi THE PATRIOT in 
English 12 Apr 80 p 8) 











ORE SMELTING PROCESS--Bangalore, April 2 (PT1)--The State-owned Vieveavaraya 
Iron and Steel Limited (VISL) Bhadravathi, propose to introduce, for the 
first time, a novel process to reduce consumption of electrical energy in the 
treatment of iron ore by 50 per cent. The Managing Director of the VISL 

Mr K. V. Irniraya, told newamen here today that the ‘pre-reduction iron ore 
process’ would use more low grade coal to reduce energy consumption by 

half: 1,300 unites per tonne of ore as against the existing 2,600 unite per 
tonne. Samples of the products from this process have been sent to West 
Germany for testing and a report is expected in about three monthe. 


Mr Irniraya said the VISL had achieved an all-time record in production and 
sale of special and alloy steele in 1979-80 in spite of the drastic power- 
cut extending up to 72.5 per cent from October, 1979 and several constraints 
in the supplies of raw materials. Mr Irniraya said thet the production o! 
special and alloy steele had reached an all-time record of 64,100 tonnes 

in 1979-80 as against 56,153 tonnes in the previous year--14 per cent 
increase during the current year, the earlier highest production of alloy 
and special steels was 62,840 tonnes in 1973-74. The company also recorded 
an all-time high sale of Rs 84 crore in 1979-80 as against Re 63.86 crore 
in the previous year--31 per cent increase over the previous year. [Text] 
[New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 3 Apr 80 p 5) 
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INDONESIA 


BANGLEDESH REQUESTS OIL 


Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 26 Feb 80 pp l, 7 


[Excerpts] President Soeharto agrees to sell 4,000 barrele of ofl per day 
to Bangladesh. This is in the framework of meeting the ofl refinery needs 
for Bangladesh which begins operation in 1984. 


Minister of Mining and Energy Subroto gave this information to the press at 
Bina Graha yesterday, meeting with President Soeharto. He reported to the 
president on the results of his travels to Bangladesh and Muangthai at the 
beginning of the month. 


He said that there are strong indications that Bangladesh has oil resources. 
However, the level of technology for that nation is not yet far enough 
along for exploring or developing it. In accord with the talks between 
President Soeharto and President Ziaur Rahman in November 1979, Indonesia 
wili allow Bangladesh technicians to receive training and experience in 
Indonesia for exploration, production, oil processing along, and other 
mining subjects. 


In response to a question, Subroto confirmed that Indonesia will increase 
the sale of 5,000 barrels of oil per day from Indonesia. The Philippines 
receive the same amount from Indonesia. 


Subroto gave a report on the meetings of second level ministers, held in 
Chiang Mai (800 kilometers north-west of Bangkok), where 7 of the world 
tin producing nations expressed their concern over the fact that the U.S. 
is considering the release of its tin reserves. In three years, this 
{would amount to] to 30,000 tons. 


Every year 7 tin producing nations meet to review their policies in the 
light of the International market. 


They met to discuss the preparations which will go into effect for the 
VI International Tin Agreement beginning in 1981. 


According to Subroto, the U.S. Senate and President Carter have already 
approved the release of the tin reserves. 

















Members of the International “in Producers are nervous, precisely because 
the release of the reserves comes just at the time when world tin production 
has a surplus of about 4,000 tons. 


At the meeting in Muangthal, it was proposed that there be a fixed minimum 
and maximum price for tin which would reflect the true cost, because the 
current price is no longer realistic. 


The lowest price for tin now is 1,500 Malaysian dollare per bundle (13/7 lbs), 
and the highest price is 1,950 malaysian dollers per bundle. In Pinang, 

the market price is 2,200 malaysian dollars per bundle. The International 
price will be determined during the Geneva meetings this coming April-May. 
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INDONES LA 


PNG VLEW OF LNDONESIA SEEN AS IMPROVING 


Jakarta PE’ T.\ in Indonesian 26 Feb 80 p 4 


[Excerpts] If »» met a member of the Papua New Guinea (PNG) Parliament 

on MacGregor St « «9 employee of the central government in Waigani, Port 
Moresby, four «srs ago, and asked their opinion about Indonesia, the answer 
would have been: "An aggressor, an Expanionist ation!" 


The press, be it the daily "The Post Courier," the weekly "Wantok," or the 
magazine “New Nations," never tired of publishing negative news about 
Indonesia. The Indonesian image in the eyes of the public was being 
maligned by the Australian journalists, and their reports were swallowed 
whole by the press of PNG. From the time of the East Timor crisis up to 
the separatist movement (Free Papua Organization), PNG always looked for 
reasons to denounce Indonesia. In brief, the PNG government of that time 
seemed to be allergic to simply hearing the name Indonesia. Although a 
storehouse of good facts about Indonesia had been presented. 


This view is beginning to change. The government [of Papua New Guinea], 
which gained its freedom on 16 September 1975, is becoming aware that it 
has been led to excesses by foreign provocation. It is realizing that it 
is not the indigenous people that hate Indonesia, but the outsiders who 
fear to see PNG become friends with Indonesia. 


Nineteen seventy-eight is a historical landmark. Prime Minister Michael 
Thomas Somare, a genuine democrat from Pangu Pati, loved by his people, 
stepped forward to lead his nation closer to its neighbor, Indonesia. 


Prime Minister Somare's trip to Indonesia, accompanied by the former foreign 
minister, Nwia Ebia Olewlab, left a unique impression. So did the return 
visit of the Indonesian foreign minister, Mochtar Kusumaatmadja, followed 

by President Soeharto who went to PNG on June 5, 1979. The 2 governments 
put forth the beginning foundations for cooperation based on the spirit 

of mutual understanding and respect. 


The 2 nations signed a border agreement on 17 December 1979. This enables 
the people of both nations to travel across the border without strict 
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immigration regulations. An agreement was signed offering indonesian 
technical aid to PNG, Two years later they sent people to Indonesia to 
learn some skills. Busiri Suryowinoto, the Indonesian Ambassador to PNG, 
said that 35 people from PNG had received training in Indonesia by the 
end of 1979. 


John Kaputin, former PNG minister of planning and development, met with 
me and conveyed deep feelings of closeness. According to him, it seems 
natural that Iadonesia, being the most advanced nation in South-East 
Asia, should offer assistance to PNG. 


Leo Morgan, PNG cousul general in New Zealand and former director of the 
National Brvadcasting Commission (N°), said that he believes that Indonesian 
-PNG relations will become stronger. He said it is difficult to break those 
ties, because both nations have expressed their positions. PNG and other 
small nations in the South Pacific look at Indonesia as their "older 
brother". 


Whoever replaces Somare, be it Julius Chan, Father John Moimin, John | pui io 
or Okuk, all are sympathetic towar Indonesia, said Leo Morgan. 


He agreed that before relations became solid, there were Indonesian fugaicives 
in PNG. But that was in the past. The present PNG government stands firm. 
There is no forgiveness for anyone who seeks to make PNG their base for 
disturbing or upsetting Indonesia. 


Leo Morgan's words are true. The government of PNG, since 1978, has been 
strong in opposing the separatists. Jacob Pray, the president of OPM 
(Free Papua Organization) was arrested and evicted. He now resides in 
Sweden. The movement is forbidden. Indonesian fugitives without valid 
immigration documents are arrested and placed in the "Yako Camp" for in- 
vestigation. 


The "permissive residents", about 150 people, have been given a time limit 
to choose between returning to Indonesia or eviction to another country. 


‘urthermore, the Somare government has decreed that “whoever helps the OPM 


or in any way distrubs Indonesia will be dealt with according to the present 
law. If foreigners do the same they will be depo.ted. 
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INDONES 1A 


DOMESTIC CAPITAL FORM.,1ON ON THE INCREASE 
Jakarta HARLAN UMUM AB in Indonesia 16 Feb 8 pp i, 8 


[Rxcerpte} Minister of Finance Ali Wardhana reported that the formation of 
domestic capital has exceeded 20%. Pelita I (Five Year Plan 1) only reached 
around 11%. 


This level was possible because the people's income was not entirely used 
for consumption. A portion of it went to savings, purchase of Danarekss 
certificates and other business shares. 


Thies indicates that the national income used for family consumption dropped 
from 662 to 66%. This decline in family consumption was not followed by 
higher government consumption. Ali Wardhana said at the Saturday afternoon 
work meeting with the APBN-DPR (Parliament~fetimate of State Expenditure 

and Income) to discuss the 1960-8] budget, that thie was a plus for economic 
growth. 


Ali Wardhana said that for the period 1960-81 it has been proposed that the 
indonesian national income should reach W.6 trillion rupiah, or an in- 
crease from the previous year of about 10 trillion rupiah. To achieve this, 
it hae already been planned thet 7.3 trillion rupiah be invested so that 

the level of indonesian growth will remain at 6.5% per year. Of this 
amount, the investments via APBN are projected to reach 3.9 trillion rupiah, 
while the rest would come from the private sector. 


‘The question arises,” said Wardhana, “can these goale be reached?" He 
anewered himself, and said that in the government sector, it is safe to 
aseume that over 5 trillion rupiah from estimated development will come to 
APES. in the private sector, based on realities since Pelita II, those 
figures cannot only be reached but surpassed. 


in the work session presided over by the Director of the APEN Commission, 
dre Sugendhi, the minister of finance emphasized that during 1979 the 
goverament did not have firm credit policies but used a more [ flexible) 
method. Firm policies were used for the strong economic groups, while for 
the weak economic sector, 4 less firm policy was considered protective 

for thes. 











Oredit increases can be seen from the volume of credit given in 1979 which 
wae higher than the former year, Ali Wardhana did not give a figure for 
the amount of credit given in 1979. We did say that additiona, credit in 
1979 reached 1.1 trillion rupiah, while in 1976 it was only 800 million 
rupiah [over the amount for) the year 1977, 
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INDONES 1A 


NEW O1L REFINERY TO OPEN IN EAST 


Jakarta HARLAN UMUM AB in Indonesia 29 Feb 80 pp 4, 8 


[Excerpte|) A new of] refinery is being built in Eastern Indonesia to meet 
the needs of the nation's energy requirements. it follows the Hydrokraker 
Refinery in Dumai that has a capacity of 65,000 barrele per day, expanding 
and increasing the oil refining capacity of Balaipapan and Cilacap by an 
additional 100,000 barrels per day. 


Minister of Mining and Energy Subroto announced thie yesterday after opening 
the naturel gas project of Weet Java. This is a gas production and trans- 
mission facility for Parigi and Cemara in Kandanghaur, Cirebon. 


During the official ceremonies, held in a drenching rain, Subroto said 

that energy estimates for the end of Pelita lll (Five Year Plan) are double 

of what consumption is at present. For the year 2000, the needs are estimated 
to reach the equivalent of 2.7 barrele of of] per capita per day. 


Materiale needed to produce of] for domestic needs from 1975 to 1979 in- 
creased on an average of 13.8% per year, whereas the estimated average in- 
crease in Pelita III will be 9.5% per year, with a government subsidy of 
828 billion rupiahe. Estimates are that Western Java will require as much 
as 550 million cubic feet of natural gas per day. At present only 225 
million cubic feet can be provided. 


Piet Haryon, the chief Director of Pertamina, said in a report that the West 
Java gas distribution project represents a continuation of the West Java 
gae pipe-line sustem opened officially by President Soeharto in 1978. 


Natural gas resources that are being developed are from the Parigi fields, 
separated by the Cilamaya beach and the Cemara fields in Kandangpaur and 
vicinity. 


The Parigi gas fields lie in the ARCO work region, but development is being 
carried out by Pertamina alone, primarily to control or fix the sale price 
of natural gas. 
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The length of the gas line ie 46 kilometers. It brings the gas from the 
field onte the primary station, Cilamaya. It will handle the gas from 6 
welle in the Parigi fields amounting to 180 million cubic feed per day, The 
fields operated by Peramina in Cemara aleo have 6 welle. There are 5 in 
Kandangheur and 2 in Sindang, totaling 42 million cubic feet per day, which 
woes through a 114 kilometer pipe-line to the station in Cllamaya. 


The Parigt gae field project was completed in 11 monthe and started operating 
in March 1979. The Cemara fields began operating in September 1979. 


Punde for the Parigi gas fields project were obtained on credit from Toyo 
Minka. The amount was $40.13 million. The Cemara fields were completed 
through a credit of $8.6 million. 


9556 
o80: 4213 


105 











INDONESIA 


LAPANS LON OF ESTATE AGRICULTURE PLANNED 
jakarta KOMPAS in indonesian 1 Feb 60 p 12 


[Excerpta] The value of estate agricultural exports must be increased to $5.5 
billion per year by the end of the Fourth Five Year Plan in 1988, to counter 

« decline in foreign exchange income from the of] and natural gas sector. 
Since 1976 resulte were $1.739 billion, this represents a gain of 0 per- 
cont. 


ifforts to increase the yield of estate agriculture must begin now, in the 
form of intensification, rejuvenation, expansion and diversification. 


it Kustono, the director of Estate Construction Programs, told this to the 
prees Thursday concerning a working session to be held in the Department of 
\ericulture to generate joint ventures in estates. 


rospects for agricultural export commodities are good. in 1969, the value 
of exporte wae $421 million; in 1973, $715 million; and in 1978, $1,739 mil- 
jion, a 400 percent increase since 1969. To reach the 1968 target, aii in- 
vestment must be completed by 1984, at the latest. For rubber, it gust be by 
1962, since mew trees do not produce for six years. 


According to the chief of staff for State Enterprise Construction, Sudjai 
Kattasamita, who joined Ir Kustono in the meeting with the press, an increase 
of 1.1 million in manpower will be needed by the end of the Third Five Year 
Vien, if the $5.5 billion target is to be achieved. An additional 2.2 
million will be needed by the end of the Fourth Five Year Plan. Obviously, 
there will be a great expansion in field work. The cost will be great: 

2.5 trillion rupiahe in the Third Five Year Plan, and 3.2 trillion rupiahe in 
the Fourth Five Year Plan. Estate agriculture will be expanied hy about 1.25 
million hectares in both five year Plans, in addition to renewal and inten- 
sification programs. 


Thus, it is clear that generation of investment capital must start now. Be- 
cause of the large amounts of funds needed, there gust be joint ventures, 

in addition to construction on people's estates, private estates and state 
estates which do not involve joint ventures. 











lf Kustene acknowledges that there are many difficulties involved, in organ- 


ization and planning, 


tures, 


lhe work seaston, scheduled for 58 February at the Hote! indonesia Sheraton, 
in expected to draw around 200 persone from government organs, private estates, 





Thie led to the work session to generate joint ven- 


banke, ombaseles, state plantations, etc. 
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INDONESIA 


DETALLS OF DPA RECOMMENDATIONS NOT GIVEN TO PARLIAMENT 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 9 Feb 80 pp 1, 13 


|Excerpte] Deputy Chairman Naro of the Supreme Advisory Council (DPA) refused 
to answer questions from the members of Parliamentary Commission | concerning 
DVA recommendations to the President. "We cannot reveal discussion between 
the DPA and the president,” he said. 


Naro was willing to answer a question form Suharto, a member of Commission I, 
about the number of recommendations made by DPA to the president last year. 
Naro said there were nine problems, namely: Cambodia; distribution of employ- 
ment opportunity; civil service legislation; equal justice and legal problems; 
the non-aligned summit; village government; inflation; consultation with 
government; and the application of Pancasila to the economy, in accordance 
with Article 33 of the Constitution of 1945. 


DPA also passed along impressions gained from their visits abroad, and from 
domestic trips, as well, especially concerning the problem of security. 
“But if L indicate approximately what our impressions were, the members of 
Parliament surely could draw conclusions as to what we will tell the presi- 
dent,” Naro explained. Thus, he would not answer questions from Commission 
members about DPA impressions. 


Commission Chairman Chalid Mawardi asked about the results of DPA visits to 
Japan and South Korea. He maintained that it was not necessary for DPA 

to visit those two nations, since their attitudes towards Indonesia were 
clear. 


lie said it would be more useful for DPA to visit African and Middle Eastern 
nations, among other things, “to restore Indonesia's image as freedom fighters; 
a nation of fighters who freed themselves from the bonds of colonial domin- 
ation.” 


Naro explained that the trip to Korea was to learn about several matters, 
including how that nation, led by the late Park Chung Hee, could rapidly 
increase per capita income from $200 per year to $1500. “This attracted us,” 
he noted. 


He promised that after DPA delegations were sent to India, Burma and Pakistan, 
there would be trips to Africa and the Middle East. 
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INDONESIA 


POPULATLON CENSUS TO BE TAKEN IN 1980 
lakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 9 Feb 80 p 16 


{|Excerpts| The Central Bureau of Statistics will take a census in 1980. At 
the peak of census activity, in October, there will be a complete census, a 
sample census, and a census of those without fixed address. The cost will be 
11.25 billion rupiahs, which is expected to be budgeted in FY 1980/81. 


Aewar Rasjid, deputy chief of the Central Bureau of Statistics said this 
Friday at a hearing of Parliamentary Commission X. The session was chaired 
by Ridwan Saidi. 


According to Azwar Rasjid, the 1980 census will involve Eaat Timor, Irian 
Jaya and isolated groups. It will be more complete than the 1971 census, 
which did not include Irian Jaya. At that time, East Timor was not part of 
Indonesia. 


The census will determine the size of the population; its ethnic makeup; age 
distribution; religion; workforce; and education. It will be more thorough 
in these matters than the 1971 census. But it will not deal with personal or 
family income. For that, there will be a special survey. 


bata on villages will be collected in September. Between 1 September and 

| October, households will be registered. The peak of census activity will 
begin then with a sample census, a census of those with no fixed address, 
and culminating in "Census Day" on 31 October. 


After this, there will be continuing study on 1 and 2 November, and a post 
enumeration survey in December. 


in the villages, 240,000 personnel will carry out the census and follow-on 
research. Secause this figure is regarded as low, the types of information 
sought is limited. 


The full census is designed to obtain special data on the population, down to 
the lowest administrative unit, the village. Each census taker is responsible 
for a census area, which will take about 2-4 weeks to poll. 
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The length of time tnavelved may cause changes in the households polled, Thus, 
lumediately alter Cenaua Day, 31 October, there will be further study to de- 
termine changes necessitated by deaths, birthe, or people moving. 


Counting of those with no fixed address will be done on Census Day. This will 
include drifters, ships crewe who spend most of their time aboard ship, traders 
who usually sleep or live in the markets or stations, etc. 


The census of isolated groups will be done separately. Local governments, 
with the aid of local social services, have determined their locations and 
estimated their numbers. 


The sample census is designed to obtain detailed data. Becaue there are 
many questions on the list, each census taker is assigned only one bloc to 
poll, except for Java and Madura, where officials are responsible for two 
blocs. For this sample census, 26,000 people will be trained. 


According to the 1971 census, Indonesia had a population of 119,232,000, 
including 59,103,000 men and 60,129,000 women. According to projections, the 
1981 totals should be 145,038,000 persons, 71,850,300 men and 73,188,500 women. 
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SMALL BUSINESSES TO GET UNLIMITED GOVERNMENT CREDIT 


jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 28 Feb 80 p 8 


[Excerpta] The director general of small industry, Gito Sewoyo, said 

the government will grant unlimited credit to emall businesses. He said 
this had been discussed with the Bank of Indonesia. "They will get whatever 
they ask, provided they do not misuse it." This is especially for busines- 
see which are weak. If funds are misused, the grants will be suspended," 
Gito stated. 


Security is not needed, provided there is a feasability study. The study 
need not be conducted by an expensive consultant, but will be by a consultant 
furnished by the regional government, along with the department of industries 
and local bankers. 


If he has a feasability study, and recanmmendation from the local regional 
government, the small businessman will get hie funds. 


Small bueinesemen do not need licenses, Gito said. There is an agreement 
with the directorate for domestic trade that the register of small businesses 
serves as licensing. 


Gito eited a regent who had held up licensing of a factory for 2 years in 
an area of just 10,000 inhabitants, for fear of pollution. "Do not fear 
pollution, because the problem will only emerge when our standard of ‘iving 
approaches that of the United States.’ 


He explained that the limits on the classification "small business" were 
assets of 100 million rupiahs; investment of 70 million rupiahe; and no 
more than 625,000 rupiahs invested per worker. On this basis, there are 
two million small industrial unite which use no machinery; around 100,000 
employing less than 50 workers and 16 percent mechanized; and [number mis- 
sing} industries employing more than 50 workers and are 40 percent 
mechanized. “Because of that, development is proceeding at a snail's 
pace,” said Gito. 


Hie staff added that 40 percent of small businesses do not have licenses, 
2) percent are not regulated, and 20 percent do not have sufficient col- 
iacteral. Because of this, most small businesses have trouble getting 
credit. 


lll 











Targets for the Third Five-Year Plan call for an increase of 434,000 workers 
in amal! businesses, an increase of 90 billion rupiahe in investment, and 


an increase in value of 60 billion rupiahe, both measured in 1974 constant 
ruptahe. 


Small industry will receive protection from medium and large industries, 
including the designation of 60 types of goods which can be manufactured 
by emall businesses only. In addition, emall industry will be closed to 
foreigners and foreign capital. 
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MERPATL OFFICIAL DETAILS AIRLINE OPERATIONS 


Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 23 Feb 80 p 2 


| Kcerpts) RAJ Lumenta, Principal Director of Merpeti Nusantara Airlines, 
said that his airline is trying to pay off its debts. Various measures 
had reduced the debt from around 9 billion rupiahs at the end of 1978 to 
4.7 billion rupiahe at present. 


Lumenta announced this in response to a question at yesterday's hea ring 
of Parliamentary Commission V, headed by Deputy Chairman Agus Suroto. 


He explained that Merpati had never made a profit from pioneer flights. 
Although this loss is covered by a government subsidy, part of these funds 
had not yet been transferred. This included 596 million rupiahs in 1978 
and 739 million rupiahs in 1979. 


Outeide of that, in other flight operations, profits and losses were about 
even. In 1978, losses were 2,017,634,000 rupiahs. 


In 1979, Merpati lost 4,077,934 rupiah per day for pioneer flights, and 
138,934 rcupiah for other operations. 


Accarding to Lumenta, Merpati now has 37 aircraft in its fleet. This 
includes three Vanguards (VC-9), six Viscounts (VC-8), four Friendships 
(F-27), two Hawker Siddleys (HS-748), 19 Twin Otters (DHC-6), two casa 
(C-212), Aviocars, and one Boeing (B-707). Almost all of the fleet 

is in good working order, except for a Twin Otter damaged last June in an 
emergency landing in Waleabahi. 


Merpati intends to standardize its fleet. It plans to buy two Casa C-212's 
with its own funds in 1980, and 20 more Casa 212's with government 
financial assistance in 1980/81. All of these aircraft are for pioneer 
flights. The airline will buy two HS-748's with government aid in 1980, 
for other flights. 


In the long term, the aim is to adopt the F-27 as the standard Merpati 
aircraft. This is because the F-27 is used by other Indonesian airlines, 
reducing the difficulty of obtaining spare parts. 
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Merpati uses the Casa C-212 Aviocar and the Twin Otter for pioneer flighte, 
and Vanguards, Viscounts, Fokker F-27's and HS-748's for regional and 
interisland flights. 


The Boeing 707 owned by Merpati since the end of 1979, will log 70 more fly- 
ing hours in Jakarta-Den Pasar charter flights. Then, it will be overhauled 
for future sale. The overhaul will cost about $250,000-300,000 per engine, 
a recent bid for sale was $1.2 million. 


High coste will prompt Merpati to halt operations of the Vanguards and 
Viscounts in 1981. According to Lumenta, they will be replaced with wide- 
bodied aircraft (Airbus). By 1982, it ie estimated that there will be 
six aircraft of that type in Indonesia. 
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STATE COMPANY LOSSES GIVEN 


Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 25 Feb 80 p 2 


[Excerpts] The majority of losses suffered by state companies under the 
department of industry were caused by factore outside their control. These 
probleme include changing economic conditions; the role of these companies 
as price stabilizers in an economic crisis; and insufficient capitalization, 
particularly working capital. 


Minister of Industries A.R. Suhud said this Friday evening at a Parlia- 
mentary National Budget Commission work session, headed by Dr C.J. 
Simanjuntak. 





According to the Budget Commission, a Directorate of State Accounts repoit 
lists 34 enterprises/projects under the department of industries. In 
1975, five companies suffered losses totalling 295,409,000 rupiahs. These 
were PT Boma Bisma Indra, PT Metrika, PT Indonesia Motor Company, PT 
(Industri Marmer and PT Foundry Center, Meden. 


In 1976, four companies lost 2,752,242,000 rupiahs. These were PT Petro- 
«imia Gresik, PT Boma Bisma Indra, PT Krakatau Steel and PT Nurtanio. 
There were no reports on the other three enterprises which had lost money 
in 1975. 


The situation worsened in 1977. Three enterprises--PT Petrokimia Gresik, 
PT Krakatau Steel and PT Dayaza--lost a total of 111,746,233,000 rupiahs. 
ere were no reports on the other five enterprises which had lost money 
in previous years. 


In all, the enterprises under the department of industries made a profit 
of 44,680,000,000 rupiahs in 1975. Profits fell to 11,575,797,000 rupiahs 
in 1976, and, in 1977, there was a loss of 87,045,128,000 rupiahe. The 


only company to turn continual profits was PT Pusri, which made 9,321,080,000 
rupiahs in 1977. 


To increase efficiency of state companies, new department of industries 
policies in the onstruction and supervision of state companies were 
inaugurated at oe beginning of the Third Five-Year Development Plan. 
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These measures include an increased mission and function for the etate 


enterprise committee in carrying out poliey, within the frambwork of 
industrial development. 


State companies produce important goode euch ae fertiliser, cement and 
iron bare for conerete, and aleo stabilize prices. In thie regard, the 
conetruction and supervieton of etate companies te distinguished from the 
general taske of the department of industries. 


The State Company Committee must often research probleme. These include 
high production cosete, financial probleme caused by shortage of working 
capital, lack of progress in management techniques, changes due to several 
state compenies becoming limited companies, poor corporate planning, 


and joint enterprises with foreign partners which are unfavorable to the 
Indonesian partner. 
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SATISFACTORY VIETNAMESE REFUGEE CAMP--UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Poul Hartling thnaked the Indonesian Government for the efficient and 
humanitarian way it was cunning the refugee camp in Pulau Galang, Riau 
Archipelago. He said the camp wae the best he had seen. Pulau Galang 
houses 14,415 of the 24,777 Vietnamese refugees in the archipelago. The 
archipelago was flooded by refugees between April and July 1979. During 
the year, 18,199 were sent to third countries, notably the United States, 
Australia, West Germany and Canada. If ail goes well, the camps should 
be empty in «a few monthe. [Excerpt] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 

25 Feb 89 pp i, 6) 9197 


DUTCH WARSHIPS TO INDONESIA--General Jusuf said the Netherlands will 
transfer two warships to Indonesia thie year, despite the efforts of the 
opposition party to halt the transfer because of the East Timor problem. 
The Dutch Parliament will vote this week on the opposition request. 
Informed observers say the request will not draw support. Indonesia 
ordered three De Hollander-class corvettes in 1975. One was delivered 
last October. [Excerpt] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 26 Feb 80 p 12) 
9197 


SOLDIERS TO VISIT HOMES--General Jusuf has announced that two or three soldiers 
a month from cach Army battalion will be quartered in people's homes, to unite 
the Army and the people. The soldiers will listen to the people's complaints, 
and help them in various ways. Jusuf noted that this policy will enable the 
people to “know their Army.” [Excerpts] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 

1 Feb 80 p 6) 9197 


SOUTH YEMEN BUYING TIMBER--South Yemen will buy about 24,000 tons of Indo- | 
nesian timber, worth about $18 million, according to Muhammad bin Muhammad ! 
Hubayshi, South Yemen's Consul General in Jakarta. Hubayshi said this was a 

firet step in increased trade relations between the two nations. He noted 

that South Yemen intended to import other commodities from Indonesia, and 

that increased trade would strengthen traditional ties of friendship between 

the two nations. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 2 Feb 80 p 3) 9197 








JAKARTA FORGED PASSPORT CASE~-The Jakarta Supreme Court, Section 1/ 
Intelligence, successfully uncovered the Indonesian forged paseport case 
on Friday. They arrested and are detaining the person they believe to 

be the leader, Hie name io TJ.K.Y. alias TJ. Ww alias Skmt, Thies comes 
from the ANTARA source at the Supreme Court. The activities of SKMT have 
been going on from '78-'79 with the help of some friends. They made the 
paseporte in Jakarta, then the leader of the group exchanged the photoes and 
sold them to Chinese, exHoakio in Hong Kong so that they could return to 
indonesia. in the moet detailed manner the leader presented a sample to 
the pereon the checks. Perhaps in 1978 he met the witness G Kh alias 
Gunawan, in Ube Central Jakaraa Immigration Office. Here he requested a 
paseport for a etatelese foreigner. To do thie Go Kh i contacted a friend, 
to S Kur alias L Tj H asking him to bring hie mother's citizenship documents, 
birth certificate, official name change letter and police record. The 
witness, to 5 agreed to do all thie for 450,000 rupiah per passport and 

Go hh another witness, received around 50 thousand rupiah per paseport. 
SKMT said he doesn't recall in whose name he made the first passport. But 
he confessed that between 1978-79 he made around 20 Indonesian paseporte 
which were processed in the Central and East Jakarta lamigration Offices. 
{Excerpte] (Jakarta HARLAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 25 Feb 80 pp 1, 2) 9556 
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COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY ISSUES TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 15 Mar 80 p 1, 3 


[Text] On 14 Mar 1980 [as published) the responsible committee of the motor 
vehicle control sector, Department of Materials and Machinery, Ministry of 
Communications, Public Works and Transportation announced the following: 


From now on officials will inepect for vehicle registration, license plates 
and the various documents pertaining to vehicles of all kinds as well as 
enforcing the traffic regulations in the city of Vientiane. Therefore vehicle 
operators are asked to observe the following regulations: 


1. Vehicle operators must strictly obey traffic regulations. 


2. While operating vehicle a person must carry all the necessary documents: 
registration, drivers license, etc. 


3}. All vehicles must have plates and all plates must be numbered clearly. 


4. While driving in the city at night all vehicles including motorcycles 
mst use low beam lights. 


5. All types of pedal vehicles gust carry complete registration and a 
license plate. 


We announce this to all vehicle operators including pedal vehicles, motor- 
cycles and large vehicles so that they will alertly follow the traffic regu- 
lations and vehicle registration laws completely and strictly. 


In order that these laws be followed the sections involved such as cadres of 
the Ministry of Public Works and the Vientiane Police will patrol and inspect 
all vehicles starting Monday the 17th of March 1980. Therefore, we request 
cadres, soldiers, workers, government workers and comrade citizens of 

Vientiane as well as foreigners living in Laos and officials of foreign 
embassies in Laos to cooperate with officials patrolling so that this operation 
will be a success. 
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All vehicles found by officiale without vehicle registration or without a 
complete license plate will be considered unregistered vehicles or illegal. 
Thie would require an investigation, and it ise recommended that vehicle 
ownere have the complete documente and register their vehicles. 


Thie te done to apprehend the bad individuale who cause confusion in Vient lane 


society and to keep all vehicle traffic orderly in keeping with life under 
the new regime in the capital of the Lao People's Democratic Republic. 


8149 
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LAOS 


VLENTIANE PROVINCE TRADE SECTOR REPORTS ACTIVITIES 
Fuel, Tin Traded for Rice 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 20 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] In early March the Foodstuffs Company of the Vientiane city and 
province Department of Industry and Trade sold 36,000 liters of fuel oil 
and 6,000 sheets of tin to the people in production areas within Vientiane 
province in exchange for rice. 


Currently trading between the state and the people in local areas is pro- 
ceeding smoothly. 


Value of Goods Sold 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 20 Mar p | 


{Text] Since the first of January 1980 the officials of the Industrial 
Goods Trading Company of the Vientiane city and province Department of 
Industry and Trade have been rather successful in selling industrial goods 
to the people of Vientiane city and province. 


Goods sold included milk, sugar, cigarettes, cloth, skirts, blankets, wash 
cloths and office or farm implements used by a vast number of families and 
were valued at 3,127,640 bank kip. 


Besides performing their specialized duties the officials of this company 
also got together and cleaned up their stores in preparation to salute the 
upcoming 25th anniversary of the party. 


Role of Capitalist Trade 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 20 Mar 80 p 1 
[Text] On 19 March the Capitalist Trade Control and Transportation Section 


of the Vientiane city and province Department of Industry and Trade 
officially opened three stores in Vientiane city. 
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The Siang Sai Store sells all kinds of bicycle and motorcycle parte, the 
Chong Chaleun Store sells general construction equipment, and the Stang 
Hong Store sells office supplies such as paper and pencils and a number 
of household items. Each store has four or five workers assigned and is 
opened to serve cadres, soldiers, and the general public so everyone is 
invited to come in to provide their support and to inapect the goods. 


This implements the spirit of the party central committee's resolution 
number 7 which holds that trade is the driving force of the economic system 
in order to encourage production and to improve the standard of Living of 
the people. it is aleo an accomplishment in honor of two historical 
national days. 


8947 
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LAOS 


LRRIGATED ACREAGE REPORTED, PROBLEMS STILL PLAGUE SYSTEM 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 19 Mar 80 pp 1,3 


[Text] Irrigation systems are the primary technique in our agricultural 
effort. Being aware of the importance and necessity of this effort, in 

the past as well as at present, even though our country has been poor and 
lacking sufficient funds for construction and development of the country, 
our party and state have given special emphasis on the construction and 
maintenance of irrigation systems and have poured massive quantities of 
money and modern equipment into the construction of reservoirs and major 
irrigation canals, such as the reservoir projects at Nam Suang and Nam Cheng 
in Vientiane province and the irrigation system at Houei Vant The in 
Champassak province. 


At the same time in various provinces and districts there have been numerous 
vmall and medium irrigation construction projects which in the last year have 
succeeded in raising the acreage capable of being irrigated to 15,000 hectares. 
This accomplishes the first phase of irrigation project construction but 
when we compare it with our needs for the agricultural sector they are 

still far apart. Thus we must recognize and take advantage of favorable 
opportunities in this passing dry season to increase our mobilization on 
irrigation construction projects of all sizes that we are currently working 
on by saving time to the maximum, knowing how to concentrate labor, and 
organizing the labor force appropriately. We must expand use of each 

persons creativity and increase each person's efficiency. 


The primary goal of our irrigation construction work is to expedite pre- 
paration of water storage sites in the province and districts while at 

the same time paying attention to small and medium-size irrigation con- 
struction projects. Everything should be done to complete construction 

in time for planting the coming season's rice crop. Coupled with new 
construction of irrigation systems we should not overlook the improvement 
or repair of existing irrigation systems because, from lessons learned in 
the past two years when we were afflicted with drought and floods, we 

can understand the weakness of constructing irrigation projects in some 
areas and allowing existing irrigation systems in other areas to deteriorate 
to the point that they cannot contribute to the expansion of production by 
our multi-ethnic people. 
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Therefore it ia imperative that our farmers, particularly those in agri- 
cultural cooperatives, organize themselves and allocate a portion to be 
responsible for improvement and repair of existing irrigation systems. 
The existence of a solid irrigation system is the most important factor 
in allowing cur farmers to work their fields in season and aleo wards 
off the dangers of drought and flood. 


The expression of efforts to construct and improve irrigation system is 
certainly the direct duty of our farmere. But in order to encourage those 
efforts and make them run smoothly local administrative authorities and 
technical offictale in the field of irrigation should keep in close touce 
with the people and help them with necessary kinds of technology and 
equipment. If this is done the people will achieve greater success with 
irrigation construction and improvement projects and our farmers will be 
able to work their fields on time for this year's growing season. 


8947 
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BRIEFS 


CHAMPASSAK COFFEE SALES--In the past 2 months the cadres and workers from 
State Enterpriser Nos 3 and 4 of Champassak Province not only brought house- 
hold goods and food to sell to the offices, organizations and production 

bases but aleo brought produce and forest products from the people such as 
coffee, 527 tons; mung beans, soybeans, peanuts, and black beans, 100 tons 
plus; cardamom, 37 tons plus; almost 23 tons of rattan, mulberry tusks, 219 
tons plus, etc. For greater convenience in trade these state enterprises 
mentioned increased the purchasing branches by 14 in [Meuang] Pakeong District; 
they added one district store and four cooperative stores at the canton 

level. [Excerpt] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 15 Mar 80 p A4) 8149 


VIENTIANE VEHICLE LICENSING--Recently the Ministry of Communications, Public 
Works and Transportation and the Department of Traffic Police of the City of 
Vientiane announced the traffic regulations for those who use large vehicles, 
motorcycles, and three wheeled vehicles of all types. A vehicle operator 

must have a valid license, and the vehicle must have a license plate, 
registratration papers and complete documentation. Vehicles with experimental 
plates or with no plates, may not be driven. Motorcycles with the plate 

Vk-ch are to be changed to Vkh-ch, and vehicles with white plates for foreigners 
are to be changed similarly. This is announced so that everyone will know 

and act in etrict accordance. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

14 Mar 80 p AS) 8149 


LUANG PRABANG RICE SALES--Recently the multi-ethnic people of [Mevang] Phon 
Sai District, Luang Prabang Province have been voluntarily bringing the rice 
not needed for family consumption to sell to the state one after the other. 
They have brought a total of 45 tons. [Excerpt] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET 
LAO in Lao 14 Mar 80 p A3) 8149 


LUANG NAMTHA SALT WORKS--Recently in Laung Namtha Province a new salt pit 

was dug in Ban Boten Village. ‘ater at the end of last year they began to 
bring up and distill the salt. This -alt pit is 80 meters deep and can 
produce two tons of salt per day. The cadres of the Department of Geological 
Resources and Mines of the Ministry of Industry and Trade helped dig this 
salt pit. It will help improve the diet of the people of this province and 
make them self-sufficient. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 11 
Mar 80 p A2) 8149 
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HOUA PHAN, LUANG PRABANG RICE SALES--Recently the people [Taseng) Hiam Canton, 
[Meuang] Viang Thong District, Houa Phan Province and the people of 7 cantons 
affiliated with [Mevang] Ngoi District, Luang Prabang Province voluntarily 
brought the rice not needed for their own consumption for sale to the state. 
Thie amounted to more than 90 tone. [Meuang] Ngoi District brought in more 
than 61 tone. These sales of rice to the state are not just an important 

part of the capital which the estate uses to improve the lives of the people 
and develop the nation, but aleo shows patriotiem and love for the new 
socialist syetem. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 11 Mar 80 

p 2) 8149 


NORTH LAOS COOPERATIVES--Recently the multi-etnic people of [Taseng) Ben 
Keuap Canton, [Meuang]) Samtai District, Houa Phan Province and the people 
of Ban Keuap Village, [Taseng) Siang Men, [Meuang] Chomphet, Luang Prabang 
Province voluntarily changed from the emall, dispersed production of the 
past to collective socialist production. They established 7 additional 
agricultural cooperatives with 6386 members, 434 draft animals, 148 hectares 
of fields, and all the necessary production equipment. [Taseng) Feuang 
Canton established 6 cooperatives with 577 members, 407 hectares of crop 
land, 126 draft animals, and all the necessary equipment. After this they 
elected an administrative committee and an inspection committee and divided 
production precisely and in a manner appropriate to the real conditions so as 
to guarantee that production goals would be met. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN 
PATHET LAO in Lao 17 Mar 80 p A4) 8149 


HOUA PHAN COOPERATIVES—-In January 1980 the farmers and people of Ban Chat 
and Ban Heo villages which are affiliated with [Taseng) Soi Canton, [Meuang] 
Viang Sai District, Houa Phan Province voluntarily changed from small, 
private, dispersed production to collective socialist production. They 
established two agricultural cooperatives with a total membership of 235 
and with all the necessary draft animals and production tools. Then they 
voted for an inspection committee and an administrative committee to 
administer the lecor and make a detailed production plan for 1980. Up to 
now throughout [Taseng] Soi Canton, 13 agricultural cooperatives have been 
established. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 10 Mar 80 p A2,3) 
8149 


VIENTIANE RICE SALES--According to reports from the countryside at the begin- 
ning of March, the people from areas throughout the province and city of 
Vientiane are gladly bringing the rice not needed for their own consumption 
for sale to the state one after another. During this period the people of 
[Meuang) Paksan District, [Meuvang]) Nasaithong District, [Meuang] Thoulakhom 
District and [Meuang) Vang Viang District sold a total of more than 220 tons 
of rice to the state. Prominent among these were the people of [Meuang] 

Vang Viang District, who sold more than 40 tons. These sales of rice to the 
state are not just a means of bringing income into the family but also 
represent an obligation to the nation; the state uses the rice in building a 
wealthy, strong nation. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 12 Mar 80 pl] 
8149 
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REFUGEE RETURNEE RELIEF--Since the beginning of February cadres of the Social) 
Welfare Section of Vientiane city and province have provided g ods to aid 
people who have returned to their original homes, established now villages, 
or been victims of natural disasters in the various districts of Vientiane 
province. Aid goods provided were 34,365 kilograms of rice, 4,200 kilograms 
of salt, over 1,100 cans of milk, meat and butter, 1,362 kilograms of sugar, 
over 610 blankets, over 750 mosquito nets, over 1,160 mats, 4 dozen spools 

of cotton thread, 1,725 meters of black nylon cloth, skirts with wide stripes, 
615 bathing cloths, 1,663 skirts with Thai stripes, 1,285 steamers and stew 
pots, over 2,490 cups and plates, 2,006 spoons, 538 steel buckets, and a 
number of knives and bowls. In addition to the above, relief goods provided 
by the Ministry of Interior included 10 tons of milled glutinous rice, 500 
kilograms of salt, 500 blankets, 500 mats, 100 mosquito nets, 250 rice 
steamers, 250 stew pots, 1,000 cups and plates, and 250 steel buckets. 

[Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 20 Mar 80 pp 1,2] 8947 


PHON HONG RICE SALES--During March 1980 the people of [Tasseng] Sako Canton 
and Phon Hong Canton in Phon Hong District of Vientiane Province sold over 
7/0 tons of rice in excess of their needs to the state. This sale of rice 

to the state by the people of that district plays an important role in the 
development of prosperity and wealth in the state and the improvement in 

the standard of living of our muti-ethnic people. [Text] [Vientiane 
VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 18 Mar 80 p 1] 8947 


SALTHANL, MEUANG HOM RICE SALES--During March the multi-ethnic people of 
Saithani and Meuang Hom districts of Vientiane province voluntary sold to 
the state a total of 105 tons of rice which was excess to the estimated 
consumption requirements of their families. Of this total Saithani provided 
100 tons. This sale of rice to the state by the people of these localities, 
besides creating income for their families, shows their patriotic spirit and 
love for the new ame. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

22 Mar 80 p Al] 8947 
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NEPAL 


PANCHAYAT SYSTEM WINS IN ALL FOURTEEN ZONES 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 14 May 80 pp 1, 2 


[Excerpt] Kathmandu, May 14--The Panchayat system with suitable reforms has 
received a convincing popular mandate in May, the Second national refer- 
endum, securing a total of 2,433,452 votes as against 2,007,965 votes by 

the multi-party system of government, 


In a broadcast over Radio Nepal this morning, the Chairman of the National 
Election Commission (NEC), Mr Bhagwati Prasad Singh, declared that the 
Panchayat option has received 54,79 percent of a total of 4,441,417 votes 
cast while the multi-party option secured 45,21 percent of it. 


A total of 4,813,486 (66.92 percent) votes out of a total of 7,192,451 
eligible voters had been cast in the national referendum which was held 
in accordance with His Majesty the King's call for the referendum to know 
whether the Nepalese people opted for the Panchayat system with suitable 
reforms or the multi-party system of government, 


The number of invalid votes accounted for 372,069 (7.73 percent). 


The Panchayat system with suitable reforms has secured majority votes in 
all the fourteen zones of the Kingdom, 


With the formal announcement by the National Election Commission this 
morning of a convincing electoral victory for the ‘Panchayat system with 
suitable reforms’ option, not only has the Hitchcock-like suspense which 
has gripped the capital since counting began on Sunday finally faded, but 
with it, has ended a tumultuous eleven month long pre-referendum period of 
hectic political activity and campaigning, the tell-tale signs of which, 
for example, are still to be seen on the walls of the Kingdom's mijor cities 
and settlements. That this was an unforgettable and educative experience 
that deeply touched all segments of people in all areas of the Kingdom has, 
of course, been eloquently demonstrated by the massive turnout of more than 
sixty-five percent of the eligible voters--a fact to whicl. incidentally, 
one foreign publication terms as “fantastic” in "what is thought to be a 
politically backward remote mountain Kingdom opened to the outside world 
hardly 25 years ago." 
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Though the above quoted comment-typical of its genre is wrong in the tense 
used, the facc that this truly unprecedented exercise in living democracy, 
the likes of whichis new to the region as a whole, went off peacefully and 
smoothly, speaks volumes for the maturity and general enlightenment among 
the Nepalese people and puts "paid" to any notion that Nepal is today "a 
politically backward mountain Kingdom," 


While the popular mandate's backing of Nepal's unique partyless system-- 

as unique as Nepal's national banner--has effectively ended the debate 
between the two referendum options, it is only natural perhaps that it 
should be greeted as the harbinger of a new era of democracy ushered in by 
His Majesty the King's landmark proclamation of May 24th last year ordering 
the national referendum, The Nepalese people's choice for the ‘third way' 
to democracy that other than the one-party or multi-party systems--is thus 
also meaningful in a broader sense, adding as this does a new dimension to 
existing popular theories of practising democracies. Annointed now with 
the alchemy of popular will, the victory for the partyless Panchayat is thus 
a brilliant vindication of Nepal's decision nearly twenty years ago to blaze 
a new political trail more congenial to the existing socioeconomic and geo- 
political realities facing the Kingdom, 


While it is inevitable that the results of the referendum should have shat- 
tered umpteen popular myths, there is no denying that enough grist will 
have been provided to political analysts here and abroad, to keep them busy 
for weeks as they attempt to analyse the meaning behind the mags of statis- 
tics that the voting figures will provide, 


in any case, a new era has opened; one that begins not only with the promise 
of ‘suitable reforms’ but strengthened, in addition, by His Majesty the King's 
commitment in the Poush First Message to the Nation that, irrespective of 

the outcome of the national referendum, future elections will be held on the 
basis of adult franchise (as was, incidentally, the referendum itself) ; 

that the Prime Minister will be elected by the national legislature to which 
the Council of Ministers will be responsible to, 
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NEPAL 


ONAL | HAKDOWN 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 14 May 60 p 1 


(Text) Kathmandu, May l4--The majority of the people in all fourteen zones 
of the country have voted for the “Panchayat system with reforms" option in 
the referendum, 


Of the 260,475 valid votes in Mechi Zone, 146,901 votes have favoured the 
Panchayat way while 113,574 votes went for the multi-party option, 


in Koshi Zone, of the 431,500 valid votes, 239,752 votes went the partyless 
way while the other option secured 191,748 votes. 


The partyless o, ™ secured 226,851 votes in Sagarmtha, 284,311 votes in 
Janakpur, 296,164 votes in Bagmati, 247,544 votes in Narayani and 172,022 
votes in Gandaki zones, while the multi-party option secured 217,865 votes, 
253,287 votes, 248,973 votes, 198,000 votes and 168,942 votes in these 
respective zones. 


There were 4 total of 446,716 valid votes in Sagarmtha, 537,598 votes in 
Janakpur, 545,137 votes in Bagmati, 445,544 votes in Narayani and 340,974 
votes in Gandaki zones. 


Similarly, the Panchayat system with reforms option received 234,742 votes 
in Lumbini, 102,824 votes in Dhaulagiri, 74,617 votes in Karnali, 130,075 
votes in Rapti and 114,134 votes in Bheri zones while the qulti~party option 
obtained 229,668 votes in Lumbini, 50,190 votes in Dhaulagiri, 14,065 votes 
in Karmali, 84,278 votes in Rapti and 98,135 votes in Bheri zones. 


The total valid votes cast in these zones were 464,410 in Lumbini, 153,014 
in Dhavlagiri, 88,682 in Karnmali, 214,353 in Rapti and 212,269 in Bheri 
zones, 


In Seti which had a total valid votes of 188,248, the Panchayat option 
secured 100,929 votes while the multi-party option secured 87,319 votes. 


Similarly, in Mahakali Zone there were 112,497 votes valid of which the 
Panchayat option secured 60,586 votes and the qulti-party option got 51,911 
votes, 
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IWENTY PRRCUNT OF PORELON EXCHANGE FROM EEC 





Kathmandu THE KISING NEPAL in English 13 May 80 p 1 


| text] 
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Kathmandu, May i. 
Nepal earned foreign 
exchange worth 849 million 


ca — 


OF ti frig exchang 
percent came ‘from 
Furopean Economic Com- 

munity (BEC). 

The European Econotp- 
ic Community tas made 
available financial and tech. 
nical hetp to Nepal as part 
of various activities design- 
ed to promote products of 











developing cOvltries in the 
Be etagution bad made 
a study tour of the EBC 
a ae eae 

rhe datagation Guritg its 
four of BEC countries had 
explored ways and means 
to promote export of spices. 
tobacco and ready-made 
clothes from Nepal to the 
EEC countries, 

A Nepalese delegation 
is scheduled to make & 
study tour of the European 
Common Market in 1980 
also. 











NEPAL 





PIVE HYDRO-ELLCTRIC PROJECTS TO BE IMPLEMENTED 
Kathmendy THE RISTNG NEPAL in English 9 May 80 p 1 
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NEPAL 


WHEAT PRODUCTION EXPECTED TO REAGH 577,000 TONS 
Kathmandsy THE RISING NEPAL in English 8 May 80 p 3 


(Text? Kathmandu, May 7--Wheat production of the country is expected to 
touch the 577 thousand ton mark this year, reports RSS. 


Notwithstanding the increase in output, much of the wheat will be used for 
consumption leaving the flour mills with no option but to import it, Nepal 
four Mille Association said, 


According to a letter distributed by the association, the mills' operation 
capacity today ranges from 36 to 48 percent. 


Only 16 thousand tons of wheat were funneled to the three mills of the 
country in the year 2034 B.S., the association said, 


ihe quintity helped full ll only 44,44 percent of the mills’ need, the 
issoctotion meted, and added that this year the situation is expected to 
become complicated as new licences for flour mills have been issued, 


fhe quantity of wheat obtained by the mills has not increased in proportion 
to increase in national output, the association said further. 
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PAKISTAN 


INDIAN OCRAN AND THE MUSLIM WORLD 


islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 80 p 4 


[Article by Aroo} Tahal 


| Text | 
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PAKISTAN 


UNFAIR PRACTICES IN BALUCHISTAN CONDEMNED 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 28 Mar 80 p 3 
{[Editorial: “Feelings of Deprivation in Makran") 


{Text} Last week, in these columns, we directed attention to the problem 
of the absence of a coastal highway which Makran is facing due to the lack 
of any development plans and improper use of means there. This is a basic 
problem. If thie is solved by constructing a paved road from Karachi to 
Jabuni, many other related problems will be solved. 


However, there are some problems which cannot be solved just by the construc- 
tion of the road. For example, this district can be made self-sufficient in 
food production if provisions are made for agriculture in the Turbat area. 
Research has proved that there is plenty of water for irrigation in Turbat 
area. But this water cannot be used because there is no electric power or 
diesel ofl available for operating tube wells. The generation of electricity 
no doubt cakes a long time but the procurement of diesel is not outside the 
means of the Baluchi government. This requires immediate action. 


Self-sufficiency in agricultural products can start the people of Turbat and 
the coastal area on the road to prosperity. The fishing industry needs pro- 
tection now. In order to protect the interests of small fishermen on the 
Makran coast, an ordinance was imposed to ban large fishing boats from catch- 
ing shrimps within twelve miles of the coast. This area is reserved for the 
fishermen who use small boats to earn their living. For some time now, 

there has been complaints that large boats from Karachi are not following 
chis ordinance, and are catching fish in this restricted area, thus adversely 
affecting the earning of the fishermen there. There has been fights, some 
even involving use of fire arms, on this issue. Coast guard officials should 
protect the rights of these fishermen by performing their duties. 


The demand of the people of Makran that the local people should benefit from 
the local resources is valid. The government of Baluchistan does not give 
any heed to this right. Most of the contracts for developmental projects 

are awarded to outside people even though the local contractors are capable 

of doing these jobs. The reason for the complaints is that the tender notices 
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are issued on very short notice, Due to the poor communication sysetem, the 
local contractors learn about these tender notices very late. Then, they 
are further delayed in returning the filled out forms. Such complainte 
cannot be eradicated by simple attention, It ise natural for the local 
population to feel deprived if they are not allowed to participate in the 
local developmental projects. This feeling ie very harmful from the national 
point of view. All people should have equal opportunity in a cowitty. It 
in acceptable when some people do better than others because of their hard 
work and intelligence. The problem in Makran is that in most cases they 
are not offered equal opportunity. We hope that the state government will 
give proper attention to this tesue. 
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PAKISTAN 


PLAN TO SET UP 200 VILLAGES UNDERWAY 


[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 80 p 3 


[Text } 


a i 
i : He ‘ 
ia HE 

ee ip it 
$5 — J 

7 sit : ett 
tal rota ny 


—* J 
silts tne 
ae 


re we 


4220 


CSO: 


139 





LIBYA WLTHDRAWS ALL CURBS ON PAKISTANIS 


Karachi DAWN in English 19 May 80 p 1 


[Text] Libyan Foreign Minister, Mr Abdus Salam Treiki, today met Presi- 
dent Zia-ul-Haq and told him that all orders of termination of Pakistani 
nations from Libya, have been withdrawn. 


Mr Treiki who met President Zia-ul-Haq at President's Chamber in the 
National Assembly Hall this morning, discussed with him bilateral issues 
and situation both in the region and the Middle East. 


Reliable sources told APP that Mr Treiki has assured President Zia-ul-Haq 
that no termination orders would be issued against Pakistani nationals in 
Libya and those issued earlier have been withdrawn. All those persons 
who were leaving Libya, would be re-absorbed. 


Mr Treiki informed the President that the ban on the entry of Pakistani 
nationals in Libya has also been lifted. 


He said Libya would reactivate mutual cooperation between Pakistan and 
Libya in various economic fields. 


The Joint Ministerial Council, which has not met since September 1978, 
would also meet soon. 








The President and the Libyan Foreign Minister reviewed progress on bilateral 


cooperation and decided to revive action in all fields and expand coop- 
eration. 


The Libyan Foreign Minister said "we had very cordial talks with President 
Zia during his meeting and exchanged views on the problems faced by the 


Muslim World, the agenda of the Conference and matters relating to bilateral 


relations beside the problems in the area. 


The Libyan Foreign Minister said during his meeting with the President 

he delivered a message from the Libyan leader, Muamer Gaddafi and also 
received a similar communication for the Libyan leader from the President 
of Pakistan. 








He eaid Pakistanis are brothers and the Pakistani workers in Libya are not 
strangers in that country. They are contributing in the development of 


their Mualim brothers in Libya and “we hope that the relations between the 
two countrice will further strengthen. 


CSO: 4220 


141 








PAKISTAN 


CONSTRUCTLON BOOM, APARTMENT BUYERS PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
Karachi DAWN in English 15, 22 May 80 

[Two part article by Sultan Ahmed] 

[15 May 80, p 3) 


[Text] The country has been experiencing a construction boom. Nothing 
like that had been seen before. In fact, construction is the fastest 
growing industry in the country today. It is also the loudest advertised 
industry if you are not far away from your TV set. 


The Pakistan Economic Survey says that investment in construction has 
increased about 300 percent in six years--from Rs. 230 crore in 1972-73 
to Rs. 950 crore in 1978-79. That is an average increase of 50 percent 
per year vis-a-vis the average increase in industrial production of 3.5 
percent per year. See the sharp contrast. 


And in terms of ownership of dwellings, as stated by the Economic Survey, 
the increase is over 200 percent in seven years--from Rs. 191 crore in 
1971-72 to Rs. 608 crore in 1978-79. 


For all this massive investment of Rs. 1562 crore put together, bank 
advances to this industry come to only 2.78 percent of the overall advances 
in the country--Rs. 91 crore in 1978 to be specific. Clearly much of the 
investment in this country has come from private sources, and a good part 
of that is the hidden untaxed income. 


Of course, in real terms, or at constant prices the investment is much 
smaller than the inflation bloated figures. At the constant prices of 
1959-60 it would have taken only Rs. 245 crore to achieve what was done by 
way of construction in 1978-79 for Rs. 954 crore, and Rs. 152 crore only 
to erect the dwellings built in 1978-79 at a cost of Rs. 603 crore. The 
difference in cost in monetary terms is 1 to 4 for construction as a 
whole. 
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Now or never 


Because of this difference in cost there is a dominant element of despera- 
tion in house building today. It is a kind of now or never approach with 
most people. There is a considerable psychosis of fear, for most of them 
are entering a new and very unfamiliar arena with unpredictable hazards, 
if they don't have their money piled up. 


And yet the approach is beg or borrow but build now or regret for ever. 
So too many persons are building beyond their immediate needs, beyond 
their means, and sometimes even beyond their dreams. 


Half of them manage to have a roof over their head and move in in one three 
years; but a considerable number build and leave the building incomplete 
and see it rot and the steel rust; and some are engaged in prolonged litiga- 
tion with their contractors, who sometimes become suddenly invisible. 


The contractors and often architecis too, prod you on incessantly. They 
warn that if you try to build your house by stages it will never be 
complete. Prices of construction materials are always shooting up, good 
workers will not be available to you later, and even poor workers will 
cost you too much, they tell you. So once you begin construction you try 
to complete it as best as you can, as early as you can, even if that 
means a few years. 


The builders may offer you such advice for their own selfish reason. But 
what they say is very true. The cement price has jumped from Rs. 133.40 
per ton exfactory at Hyderabad in 1969-70 to Rs. 900 today--an increase 
of about 600 percent. And M.S. steel bar price has jumped from Rs. 1.07 
in 1970-71 per ton to close to (is it?) Rs. 6,000 now because of the pre- 
budget speculation and hoarding--an increase of 250 percent. 


The price index of timber jumped to 484 points by March 1979, from its 
base of 100 in 1969-70--the highest rise in price index for any commodity 
in Pakistan. And within the last 14 months the rise has been another 30 
to 40 percent. 


[n such an atmosphere everyone is right in exhorting the house-builders 
to build now, and build quick. But the cost is becoming increasingly 
forbidding and now runs close to Rs. 200 per sq. ft. for good if not 
excellent construction. 


Pressure on Tenants 


The people are being forced to build fast for two major additional reasons. 
Land prices have been sky-rocketing. The price rise has been insame but 
real. Within two years prices of most of the housing plots have risen by 
150 to 250 percent or more. And they are still rising. The approach 
hence is buy now and build quick instead of repenting for ever. 
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The pressure on the tenante from the landlords too has become too heavy. 
Ae the price of their property increases landlords want to get higher 
rente. And in case of landlords dependent on rental incume they need 
more money to live the old way. Tenante are, therefore, asked to 
increase the rent steeply or quit. And that spurs 4 number of persons to 
take to house building sooner than they normally would. 


But the desperation and the frustration that accompany house building now, 
the tough task of dealing with the impossible contractors and intractable 
workers haggling with banke for more loane~-all these have one redeeming 
feature: — sense of assurance that at the end of it all the house will 
fetch far higher than what is invested. So what a person spends, some~ 
times even wrongly, ie not simple expenditure as much as solid investment 
with assured profits. 





Apart from men of modest means who are trying to build houses or acquire 
apartmente there are two other distinct groups in the construction arena. 
They are a number of big industrialists who have diverted their funds 
towards construction. A few have done it using their own name, like 

the Dadhabais; but many others have chosen to have front-men to provide 
the cover while they keep a sharp eye on the inflow of money. That reduces 
income tax payments as well. 


The second group consists of Pakistanis working abroad who are building their 
homes here or trying to acquire one or more apartments either to sell or 

let out later. They want to have a solid investment for their grey days 
when they return home from abroad. 


As a result of the enormous demand for builders all kinds of persons have 
jumped into the game. Former estate agents are in it in a big way. Some 
women who built their homes and sold them at a high profit have taken to 
house-building with a seal. They build, live for a while in it and as the 
next is about to be ready sell the first. Former officials, some fortune 
tellers, and ex-diplomats too are in it. 


Quite often the same builder has several firm. some change the name 
of their companies after each block of apartments is built and sold. 
And some builders are partners in several companies. 


As a result, 4 person who wants to acquire a town-house, or an apartment 

is often at a loose end. He goes on verifying the antecedents of the 
builder he has provisionally chosen and he gets conflicting reports. There 
are some reliable names, like the Rimpa builders, but such companies do 

not build as much as the people want. 


So when the Defense Housing Society announced the building of hundreds of 
apartments in ite Darakshan Township at Clifton the response was very good. 
It wae known as a reliable and efficient society; but the first block 

of flate were delivered only recently, six or seven years after work 
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etarted. The buyers have now been asked to pay Re. 50,000 more than they 
had agreed to pay to cover the cost escalation because of the inordinate 
delay, and they are unhappy. Sut under 5. 3 Lakh per flat it ie still 
the beat buy in the city. 


Within a few years quite a farm buildings have collapsed in the process of 
construction. It was Fayyaz Plaza in Nagzimabad first; then came Bismillah 
building in the humbler Lyari quarters, causing considerable loss of human 
life as well. The collapse of the Angelique flats in Clifton has been 
followed by the fall of a part of Mashhadi Square. 


No tax 


Undoubtedly there is a great deal of profit to be earned through construc- 
tion now. And yet the urge to make larger profite quick is too strong 
among many builders. Hence the hasty work and the poor materials. 


But only cases of major housing projects collapsing or causing lose of 
human life get to be reported in the newspapers. Lesser defects in build- 
inge which are less imposing get ignored or remain undetected. In Clifton, 
for example, a contractor who advertised for the sale of a number of self- 
contained apartments soon found that the first block of apartments that 

he had built was sinking at one end. As no one is willing to buy the 
apartments because of this defect he has not been able to make any headway 
building the other apartments. The whole project remains suspended. 


Curiously for all this fast building and large profit many house building 
companies have surprised the income tax authorities by declaring that 
instead of making money they have lost and hence cannot pay any income 

tex. The income tax men have refused to entertain such protestations and 
are demanding that they should pay their dues. A formila for payment of 
the tax, I am told, is now being worked out by ABAD--Association of Builders 
and Developers--which has a former Ambassador of Pakistan, Nawab Chattari, 
as its permanent Secretary~General. 
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[22 May 80, p 7) 
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PAKISTAN 


WHEAT PRODUCTION TO EXCEED TARGET 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 May 80 p 8 
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PAKISTAN 


GROWING ECONOMIC TIES WITH MIDDLE EAST 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 80 p 5 


lArticle by Qutubuddin Aziz) 
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MEASURES TO KEEP PRICE STRUCTURE STABLE DESCRIBED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 80 p 6 
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PAKISTAN 


INCREASED TRADE WITH INDIA URGED 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 17 May 80 p 4 
[Editorial: Trade with India] 


[Text] The thread of trade talks between Pakistan and India has recently 
been picked up. A Pakistan technical-level trade delegation which visited 
Delhi in March last was reported to have held a dialogue with India on 

the expansion of trade between the two countries. It may be recalled that 
the last round of the dialogue was held in Pakistan in September last which 
remained inconclusive. The negotiations between the two countries through 
diplomatic channels are expected to lead to the conclusion of a trade agree- 
ment in the near future. Pakistan has already made it clear that it desires 
to establish trade relations with India with all necessary measures to keep 
the balance of trade between the two countries at some reasonable level 

and, at the same time, provide protection to the domestic industry. At 
present, only the public sector in Pakistan is allowed to do trading with 
India so that a reasonable trade balance is maintained and at the same 

time the local industry is protected from excessive imports. On the 

Indian side, both the public and the private sectors are engaged in trade 
with Pakistan. India's exports to Pakistan were of the order of Rs. 42.15 
crore in 1977-78 and Rs. 19.45 crore in 1978-79. India's imports from 
Pakistan during 1977-78 and 1978-79 were of the order of Rs. 23.91 crore 

and Rs. 1.8 crore, respectively, leaving a heavy balance of trade surplus in 
India's favor. 


If Pakistan and India succeed in finalizing the list of selected commodities 
to be traded in the private sector it will pave the way for the signing 

of the new trade agreement. The main bottleneck in the way of the conclu- 
sion of trade accord and expansion of mutual exchanges is India's insis- 
tence on the inclusion of some engineering goods also in the list of items 
to be exported to Pakistan. Obviously, Pakistan cannot accede to such request 
as it would hurt the indigenous engineering industry. India is itself 
pursuing a protectionist import policy to help its indigenous industry 

grow. Hence its plea for allowing Indian engineering goods in Pakistan is 
not tenable. Pakistan has a sound infrastructure for engineering industry 
which, given due protection and incentive, can grow to a level which will 
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not only make the country self-eufficient in intermediate engineering goods 
but will also considerably reinforce its export potential. 


Another question which must engage the attention of the experts is the 
determination of quantitative restrictions on the import of some items so 
that the balance of trade ie not tilted against any single country. 

The present imbalance in Pakistan-India trade is a major inhibiting factor 
vis-a-vis growth of bilateral trade. So far the talke between the two 
countries have remained inconclusive mainly because of this. The expansion 
of mutual trade depends largely on the expansion of import list by India. 

In 1975, Pakistan sold to India a big consignment of cotton but has sold 
virtually nothing subsequently. Successive bad cotton crope limited 
Pakistan's ability to sell any more cotton to India. This year's good 

crop encourages the hope that Pakistan can sell some cotton to India 

at competitive rate. Meanwhile India should try to increase her imports 

from Pakistan by expanding the list of imports which may include sports goods, 
cutlery, electrical goods, tobacco, rice and a variety of other farm products. 
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PAKISTAN 


CONSERVATION IN PUNJAB 


IFAD ALD POR SOLL 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 80 p 6 
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PAKISTAN 


L FOR PNSC 
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SHIPYARD ‘TO BUILD VESS 


Karachi DAWN in English 15 May 80 p 8 


| Text | 


The existing capacity of the 
KSEW for shipbuilding ts now 


fully utilized. 


53— ss 28 


zjrzeeze 25raee 
fly , eg init 





as & 
Y E My yh 1h gl! ; 
Tae ick ir i 
— Basti: iykteg it : 





4220 


CSO: 





156 





=z 
< 
ad 
~” 
— 
* 
< 
— 


NORTHERN AREAS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS REVIEWED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 20 May 80 p 7 
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PAKISTAN 


ATD FOR APGHAN REFUGEES--The United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
anc the NWFP Health Department have jointly deployed 15 medical teams to be 
posted in various tented villages of Afghan refugees throughout the NWFP. 
This significant step forward within the last few days has been taken in 
the context of the on-going work within the UNHCR combined assistance 
programme for Afghan refugees with the participation of the Provincial 
Health Department. The teams are manned by one doctor, one nurse and 

one coupounder who have been recruited initially from amongst refugee 
Afghan medical personnel. [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 15 May 
80 p 4) 


REFUGEE RELIEF HEAD NAMED--The Government has appointed a regular Relief 
Commissioner for the welfare and settlement of Afghan refugees in Pakistan, 
PPI reliably learnt here yesterday. According to sources, special relief 
celle under the supervision of the Relief Commissioner will be set up in 
all area where Afghan refugees camps are located. Under a rough estimate 
there are about nine to ten lakh Afghan refugees in the country all present. 
These celle will assess and supply everyday needs of the Afghan refugees in 
the country including medicines, food, clothes, etc. and will provide up-to- 
date figures of the Afghan refugees to the concerned United Nations agencies. 
[Text) [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 15 May 80 p 4) 


COMMODITY EXCHANGE WITH PRC--Pakistan and China will exchange commodities 
worth 28.5 million dollars each way this year, as against 26 million dollars 
in 1979. The main items to be imported by Pakistan include steel billet, 
pig-iron, coke, coal, machinery, workshop tools and equipment, while it 
will export raw cotton, cotton yarn, cotton textiles, finished leather and 
ite products to China. The Federal Commerce Secretary, Mr Izharul Haque 
who signed the protocol on behalf of Pakistan, returned here yesterday. 
[Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 18 May 80 p 3) 


"WORLD ISLAMIC TIMES' ANNOUNCED --WORLD ISLAMIC TIMES, a monthly journal 

in Arabic, English and Urdu, will commence publication from Islamabad 
shortly. The office of the publisher, Hudabia publications was yesterday 
inaugurated by Al-Sayad Abdul Ma‘bud Gilani, 160, believed to be one of the 
eldest men and a great religious scholar. Speaking on the occasion, Sayad 
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Gilani, emphasized the need for unity and cohesion among the Muslims, 

and said that sectarianiem must be avoided. He also played for the 
success of the publication. Moulvi Mohammad Saeed, a renowned journalist, 
will be the editor of the World Ielamic Times. Mr GN Malik the managing~ 
director of the Hudabla Publications, said that the journal wae aimed at 
countering Ziontet and Christian propaganda against [elam. te said the 
unity among the Muslims was necessary at this stage and the publication 

of the journal was one of the efforts to unite Muslims against all threate. 
[Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 18 May 80 p 3) 


REFUGKE FOOD AlD--The Director-General of Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), on the recommendation of Executive Director, World Food Programme, 
has approved the fourth provision in of emergency aid worth 3,252,800 
dollars to feed Afghan refugees for a period of one month, saya a UN 
Press release here yesterday. The food aid consist of 10,080 tons of 
wheat, 630 tons of edible ofl. Some of the wheat provided by WFP will 

be exchanged locally for pulses. With this new allocations, the total 
WFP contribution to meet the food requirements of Afghan refugees is 
15,998,300 dollars. The actual food commodities include 47,048 tons of 
wheat, 2,628 tone of edible ofl and 1,296 tonsa of dried skimmed milk. 

WFP is providing its emergency food aid for Afghan refugees in response to 
a request for such assistance from the Pakistan Government. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in Englisi 17 May 80 p 1) 


MOVE 10 ELIMINATE CORRUPTION--The government is expected soon to give final 
approval to a report submitted by a high-powered commission appointed for 
the “eradication of corruption” in the country. The report was submitted 
to the government a few weeks back. According to well-informed sources, 
the commission headed by a judge of the Supreme Court has prepared the 
report strictly in accordance with an injunctions of Islam keeping in 

view the social set up of the country and submitted it to President 
General Mohammad Zia ul Haq for final approval. In the meantime, the 
sources added, the agencies in the provinces connected in one way or the 
other for the eradication of corruption have already speeded up their 
activities and cleared the back log of inquiries, complaints and investiga- 
tions. The pending work in this connection for the year 1979 is expected 
to be disposed of by the end of next month, the sources added. These 

cases included involvement in malpractices by officials of the government 
and the semi-government organizations up to the level of top executive of 
some of the big organizations even at the federal level, sources said. 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 22 May 80 p 4) 


CSO: 4220 END 











JAPAN REPORT 
KOREAN AFFAIRS R 
MONGOLIA REPORT 


SELECTIVE LIST OF JPRS SERIAL REPORTS 


ASLA_ SERLAL REPORTS 


EPORT 


SOUTH AND EAST ASIA REPORT 


VIETNAM REPORT 


WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WOKLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WOKLUDWIDE REPORT: 


WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 


Environmental Quality 

Epidemiology 

Law of the Sea 

Nuclear Development and Proliferation 
felecommunications Policy, Research and Devel opment 





END OF 
IGHE 
DATE FILMED 


QS | UA 4X 











DD . 





